
The Chalet at Charlotte's Pass, 
Severa l rofol'enees were made In the first Issue of The 

Year Book to Lhe necessity for a hut. chalet hoLeI or some 
snnlJa r accommodation somewhere within striking dis
tance of t.he M a in Range at Kosciusko, and pre ferably In 
the vicinity o f CharloUe's Pnss. T h is had been a burning 
quost.ion with our ski- runners tor some years, and the Ski 
Club of Aust.rnlla was prepared to erect a building of their 
own at. the spot mentioned. Thcl'c were. however depart
menta l objections to t h is, and owlnl; to the sl1ortng'c of 
fu nds the Government seemed disinclined to proceed with 
a bui lding of their ow n . 

Realising the absOlu tely Imperative need fo r this build
Ing If the Kosciusko snow Hold was ever to be properly 
developed a nd popularised. some devoted enthusiasts ke pt. 
their advocacy for the chalet c lamant, and finally enlisted 
t he act ive sympa thy or the DcJl~rtment ~Ild t he Minister, 
Then came the f1.nanclal slump, and it seemed as though 
anothel' dlsappofnLment. was to be reglslered, But Lile ]lI'C
$Cnt Ministel', Capl:dn Frank ChafTey. in some miracu lous 
manner managed to persunde the Tl'casurcr to provld\! 
£S,OOO, and for this sum a mos\. delightfully pla nlled nnd 
equipped t.wo s t.orey c ha let has been built righ t under 
Charlotte's Pass. A full description of the building Is 
given below. 

A party was a rmnged by the Dlrcctor or the Tom'ls\. 
Bureau. MI'. H . J . LambIe, with the Chief Secretary . Hon. 
Frnnk ChalTey, as host. to pl'occed to the chalet. to per for m 
the opening ceremony on Saturday. May 10th. A happy 
group left Sydney 011 the Bom bala mall 011 Thursday. Sth . 
a rr iving a t Cooma ea rly 011 Friday mOl'llillg. A pleasant 
run In commod ious cars. Ilrovlded by Balmaln brothers. 
and accompanied by Mr, Arthur Balmaln, landed the party 
at the Hotel Kosciusko well before luncheon. a nd In anti
cipation of finding snow In the higher a ltltudcs he re sk l.lnl:: 
ga l'ment was generally donned. 

Arter luncheon all hands set. oul for the chalet, which 
Is dlstnnt about 11 mHes frolll the Hotel, being some two 
miles beyond Bet ts Camp. II. was t hough t a few days be
fore that t he pa rty would have to ski in. but min had cut 
ouL t he snow lhat had fallen and the road was found to be 
perfcelly clear. Ra in began to fall on t he ascent to Piper's 
Gap and did not st.op fo r three days. 

Exclamations of astonishment fell [rom the visitors as 
a turn In the road disclosed t he handsome chalet to view, 
nnd everyone was eager to ma ke a closer aC<luaintanee. 
T he discomfort of tIle splash through the mud ac ross the 
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SCl'pc nLine Creek Valley was ignored in t.he exci tement or 
t he mome nt., and very soon the visitors were t ramping 
t hrough the chalet, which was beautifully wa rmed by 
cent ral heat, a nd inspecting its wonders. 

T he Minister. Mr. Lambie, the OOVCI'IlI11cnt Architect, 
aIld Mr. Cameron. Lhc constructing chief. were a ll in turn 
warmly complim ented, and the flow o f apprcclallon found 
Its complement. at dinner, when the PreSid ent. of Lh e S kJ 
Council presented to to.ll'. Chaffey, the Chief Secreta ry, a 
gold ski badge, a combination of the badgeS o f lhe 
Kosciusko Alpine Club and the Ski Club of Aust.ralla. In 1\ 
few def tly tUl'Ilcd phrases lhe President assured Mr. ChaJYey 
ot the gratitude of a ll sklcl'S fo r his success ful clforts to 
secure the necessary funds to build the chalet and having 
obtained t ILe money for so expediti n g the work Umt the 
chalet was ready fOl' the coming wIn ter , T he Government, 
he said, would nevel' regret. the expenditure, for It would 
surely be repaid to t hem a hundred fo ld , Mr, ChalTey suit
ably responded , and In turn made the sllla ll company 
understand that. he was t he frien d of the ski - runnel'. H e 
paid a well-deser ved COlllpliment to the D irector and o f 
Heel'S of the Tourist Bureau , to the Hotel management., to 
the Government Architect and the officers of the Public 
Works Depar tment who were concerned in the job, 

Next morning, at 11 o'clock , lhe Minister formally de
cla red th e chalet opel1 , and unveiled a brass tablet, set 
ovcr the mantelpiece in the common room, which bore a 
suitable inscrlpUon. A number of t hose pl'cS(! nt m ade 
happy speeches, Including Mr. Percy Pearson, MI'. Clear y, 
Mr, SpeeL, the manal,;er of Hotcl K osciusk o, Dr. Schilnk, 
Mr, PhiJJlp M oses. MI'. T , McNevin. Mr. B . C, Hfll'kness, of 
the Education Depar tment, and othcl's. 

Everyone spcn t a vcry happy time and proved the 
chalet to be thoroughly comfortable, bot.h as regards th e 
sleeping aeeommodaUon Rnd the cuisine. Mr. nnd Mrs. 
Day. who are in manaHcment. proved admlmble h osts, and 
on e Is confident that t h e chalet cu n look for ward to a VCl'y 
p rosperous season. 

DescriptlOIl of tile Blli/diIlY. 

T he central fenture of lhe chalet IS t he bollel' room, In 
which is placed t wo " Ideal " fUl'llUces-One fol' the hot water 
radiation sen 'lee throughout t he building. and the other 
for stea m to t he laundry and hoI. wn ter ser vice In the bath
rooms. T he water supply pll>CS are broughL In under
gl'ound and laid into a central pipe duct to t he tanks 1n 
the ceiling. Al'ound th l ~ pipe duct al'e grouped t h e boi ler 
room, laund ry . lava tories and drying room , and In it are 
the whole of the pipe scr vl ces for hot and cold water , 
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steam. electricity. as well as the smoke stacks from the 
furnaces In the boiler room. Thus all fear of freezing and 
bursting o f pipes Is avoided, and t he whole o f the radia tion 
f rom lhe furnaces Is reta ined in the building. 

Outside the first group o f rooms attached to this pipe 
duct there Is n second group. consisting of the entrance 
hnll. t he staircase, hall, women's dormitory, common room. 
scrvery, service verandah tcomplclcly enclosed). dyntl.lno 
house. and store rooms on the grou nd Hoor and Ule stairs, 
the caretnker 's quarters. men's dormitory and lavatory 011 
the second floor. The kitchen and st aff room nre on the 
ground floor, In a olle-storey wing beyond the common room 
nnd servery, The entrance Is not large, and there Is only 
one In order to prevent as much as possible the Intake at 
cold a ir. and Lhe exit of warm air from the building. 

The entrance door opens Into a hall giving access to a 
lavatory. the drying room and thc staircase halJ. From 
the stai rcase hall aecess Is ga ined to Lhe women 'S dormitory 
and to the large common room. The common room has 
fOllr windows facin g Llle north. thus giving the maximum 
of light anci sunshine during the day. It is vel"Y pleusantly 
furni shed with moWed cane In brilliant colors. bright ca r
peLs and curtains. and there Is a l:lrg-e open fireplace made 
or the local granite and concrete fOI" log fires as an ampil 
flcatlon of the central heating system shou ld this be 
necesSllry. 

The kitchen Is provldcd with a three oven range and 
two fire boxes. bread troughs unci the necessnry battery or 
utensils. The sta lT rooms arc reached by a passage way 
from the la rge service veranclah. f!"Om which aga in there Is 
an exit passage which serves the dynamo house and the 
stores. There Is a rear door from the common room to 
the service verandah 011 which Is placed a large steum dry
In g cabinet. This ca binet Is a most efficicnt piece of equip
ment. ca pable of drying the heaviest wet garment in a very 
shor t time. 

On the firs l noor at lhe head of the stairs Is the ca rc
taker's room and office. the men's dorm itory with fourteen 
two-deckel" beds. und the lavatory and bathroom wiLh In 
dividual lockers for ench guest. 

The building Is constructed of wood on a s tone foun
da tion . The outside lining Is of redwood weatherboards. 
the roof of Iron over wood sarkln g. and lho Internal lining 
of a wood pulp board Imported from Canada. This material 
has splend id Insulating val ue. and Is finished In colors to 
suit the va l'lous rooms. 

The outside or Lhe building. Including the roof. Is 
poi ntecl In bands of bright color. Inclu(lIng ve rmillion anci 
chrome, rOl· t.he most pnrt. with n base line of brown at 
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the foundation. In the snow this color scheme presents a 
cam lval aspect., and during t he summer harmonlscs wi th 
t.he vcrdum of the hillsides and t he great granite outcrops 
above the wooded area, 

The electric lighting serves all parts or the building, 
and the current is genera ted In an eight horse power crude 
011 engine. The hyd l'o~cJectrlc scheme of power and light
ing Is t.o be provided later. when this crude oil plant will 
remain as a standhy on ly. A complete scwcmgc system Is 
Insta lled with a septic tank. 

T he pla ns bave been drawn with the view of extcn. 
s lons, and t he slle will a llow of these to be added on Ihe 
east and west wings, as well as on the northern front 

NEX1' YEAit'S I SSUK 

It Is always OUl' ambition to secure early publication 
of the Year Book, But this ean on ly be done with the aid 
01 the Intelligent co-operation of our contributors, who arc 
urged to see that their articles and reports reach the Editor 
by Janunry 1st next yea r, It Is to be hoped that more In
terest will be taken In the com ing win ter by ski-runne l's In 
securi ng photographs of Incidents and p laces of interest 
fo r publication . The Editor will be pleased to receive tor 
consideration any snow photographs which portray some 
outstanding feature and Illustrate any Important aspect. of 
ski-running, jumping, 01' turning. It mny again be men
lIoned Lhat the production of the Year Book Is a labor ot 
love, and Ule Editor extends his gmleful thanks to his 
contdbutors and othe r helpers who have ungrudglngly 
J,:lven their time and ability to make tilo book n success, 

A very interesting fact emerges from an article by 
Arnold Lunn In TIle Brltlsll Year Book It has been com
monly supposed here that skl-Ing has been a practically 
continuous sport in Not'way for a thousand years. But ap
parently this is not so, The model'll revival of skl-ing In 
centml Eul'ope was practically contemporary with the 
modern revival of skl-Ing In Norwuy, This I'evlval dates 
back in Norway to t he seventies, and even British ski-Ins In 
the Swiss Alps dates back to 1888. Skl-Inl; was practised 
1n EnJ;land 300 years ago, a nd In centml EUl'ope In the Inh 
century. 

The Kiandra to Kosciusko Traverse 
of 1929 

(By L , G, Teccc.) 
Tile Klandra-Koschlsko LraVel'Se had been the main ob

jective of the Ski Club o f Australia for many yeal'S. A con
sldemble amount of p l'ellm lnary survey wo rk was carded 
ou t in the summer season beforc the first win ter expedition 
was undenaken. Dr. Schlink and Mr, 0 , B. Reid were 
pioneers In this respect and made the first expedition on 
horse-back. starting from the Klandrn. end of the range. 
However, the guide whom they took with them had no 
knowledgc or lhe SOUUl end of the runge, and they got no 
fu rthe r than the spur which scparates }O~ l lln's River fl'om 
White's Rlvel'. They deviated a long th is prominent rid ge 
In mistake (or t h e Main Range, and were forced to retrace 
thelt· steps to Kinnd l'a without penet rntl ng fur ther sou th . 
One vtllutlble concl'ete I'esult of th is trip was th e erection 
of T in Hut at Gunga rtan, close to the site or the d ilapidated 
structure which they found In existence, and It Is the pre
sence of this hut that enabled future winter expeditions to 
set forth. 

In Enster, 1926, a la l'gc party of Clu b members success
fully accomplished t he t rip on horse-back in three days. 
Hel'e again the accompanying guide, t hough his services 
were Invaluable In the Klandra district, was at a loss for 
the correct route when the Valentine River was reached, 
and the knowledge gnlned by the previous winter expedi
tion to Gmn ite Peaks was o f timely assis tance In putting 
the pal'ty on the r igh t m ute, 

In iTle wl n tc r of 1026 the f\rsL unsuccessfu l at.t empt of 
the t raverse wns made on skI. The star t was made from 
Kosciusko, but the pa r ty, Which was und uly lal'!~e, got no 
further ~hnn Oungar tan. whel'e they were held up for th ree 
days and nights by a blizzard In the smoke-Infested Tin 
Hut. The supply or food was so meagre that the party 
were even reduced to attempting to eat. the apology for 
bread bnked by Mr, Gordon. 

In 1927 t he fil's t successful winter tl'averse was accom
plished by Dr. Schlink. Dr. Fisher, Dr. Laidley a nd MI'. W, 
GOl'don, accompanied by MI'. W. Hughes, of the Kiandra 
Ski Club. This pal'ty started from Kiandra and completed 
the Joul'lley In three days. The fll'st. day was spent in 
travclllng from Kland rn to Farm Ridge Hut, In approxi
mately cleven hours of indlfTel'cnt skl-Ing. It. wa.s a ba.d 
season fol' snow and the IP'eatcr part of the Happy Jack 
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