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Forgotten Ski .ing Fields 
By " Ki;UI(Jm." 7,,-

When one picks up a book (l.L an9- fl~S words 
which open up new fields of II , It set'%S slrange that 
such thoughts h ave so lon~ , dormant; tim It. was with the 
wrltel' when the Ru le' nt skl-Ing fields ' me, ~arte r all in­
te r val of years, I more betol'e Ills cye~ I-Iere, we have a 
skl-Ing u rea 1. Is made Hltle usc of. buVWhlch wiy obviously 
one da e its plnce among the best. s~- Ing grounds of Aus-
tra. 1/ -/ 

H is well known that Ule Main J9C'nge bet~c~ the summit. 
and Jngunga l acts as :l divide to tho/,:Mu r ray a d Snowy waters. 
and thaI. between Jngungal and I }i~d l'a II. I' 1S betwee n Lhe 
heads of the Eucumbene and Tu I t. Rivers. but is not I;:ene-
rally known that. Ule Divide cal nues northward st K landrn 
to sep:mlte the heads of t.he M umbldgee ond the I 1Jer Tumut 
Rivers. T he actual line 0 demarcation runs f r m M ount 
Selwyn, three miles souLh Klandm, in a half cir e, via the 
Three Mile Dam, Reid's , "top of Lobb's Holc" nd ShOI'e's 
Hili to Bullock's Hill (5 fU, nine miles n 1 of Klandra, 
on the Tumut Road, nd Lhen conti n orthward (with 
s£veral distinct mou ins which abrupUy)' at a level of 
about 4,'l50 feet, to e head 0 Ie Murrumbidgee (4,300 tCf!tl. 

A\t,ltudes m:1. a gl·eat d I of difference III snownelds. I t 
wll! be notIced m the fa 'golng that there exist. 1101"1,11 of 
Klandm sevcr 1ll00mtains S me hundrcds of feeL higher Limn 

, chlcf of whlcl Is Bullock's Hlii. Mount Fiery Is 
which] wll! dea lore particularly later. Given 

ere is one other feat of paramount. importnnce 
ng ground, the contour of t Irface, It Is Imprac-

o follow the highest Gl'Ound for 01 ' skl-ing for many 
s. but esp ecia lly owing to thc cxLra dance involved In 

ng fl'om point to po int, Fortunntely, t.h count.ry between 
andro. and Bullock's Hill Is cxceptlonally n for mountnln -

ous eount.ry, and the K landra-TumuL R gives a level su r -
face for sk i-Ing. The r un Itself 0 Itt.le downhll!, but Is 
excellent. for cross-countr e and o fT the beaten t rack 
there :U 'C, doubtle' • y yeL-to-be-dlscovcred timber run s. 
T h e country a a d istance of six m iles Is absolutely open , 

On the estern side Lhe snow-country ends within a rew 
yards ot watershed, Its p lace being taken by deep I1\vlnes, 
t.he aUl t e dropping 2,000 feet and more within a dlst.an ce of 
I otll' ml 

Bull 's H ill (called aHe)' a man who kept. a "shanty" 
lhel'e in :Ir ly days of K landra) slopes away rapidl y for a 
mUe on the side to a level of 4,250 Ceet, and the alU-
tude remains practica Ie to the foot of Mounl. Fiery, 
I.wo miles distant. This distance \I rUon of road Is seldom 
deeply covered with snow, 

Mount Fiery (approximately 5,000 fU, thickl y-Umbered, 
conical "h ili," I' iscs d1t'ect,jy from th e !'Dad In 0 lon g sweep of 
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approxlmat.ely 800 or Illore yards. The writer has a knowledge 
on l y of the south-eastern slopes. It otTers unusual possibilities 
as a Jumping-hi ll and, by removing LimbeI'. would bc equ ally 
sult.able for downhill. contra!' or slalom racing, 

The nat.ural out.-run Is already good and COUld, at slight 
expense. very easily be-tlJ,ade much more 5.'1 fe. TIle timber nnd 
scrub on !O~lery arc very oonll but thick and, It felled and left. 
durin!; summer to dry, would burn easily. Thc surface Is 
smooth and fairly free trom rocks. T he snow, during nn 
average year, Is deel1 eno ugh to break t.he heaviest tall. For 
Instance, lhe writeI' ha'd some fai r run ning and j umping Ilmc­
tice here la te in J uly', HI3l, when sn ow cond itions were not 

~~~'t'~';:n~~1a~';{~~8~~O~'~' ~K~O~"'~IUSkO' Owing to the slopes fac-tacl. that our heaviest wl nd -accom-
the and its seml-
the is always 

even ly time or 
writing Vicinity 
Is ba re, "",,~;,(; 

This 

Bui lL to 

slands within a 

Mount. !O~le ry. As Y,':~~~'~'II~:"I~;;::t''g~I':, could be easily cleared on a hill b 
in a heavy winter sl1ol't runs arc plenti ful, but we can 
best by taking into considera tion t he snow condlLlons 
yea r , such as 1933. 

H seems strange thaI. this northel'll end of the 
has not p layed a more Important part in , I 
]n a short article, such as t h is, It is obviously I 
down one-hulf of the Cacts avai lable, but. a few 
Ing tmvclllng conditions, facil iLies and distances be 
most necessary, A mall car does the return t r ip between Tumut 
and Yarrangobllly Caves 148 mllesl twice weekly, The Caves 
are Situa ted three miles west from the snow- line, Rule's Point 
Is renched by t.urning west ofT the Caves road 4 miles from 
the Caves- It. Is one mile distant and In most winters, Lhe rond 
1:0 open for ca rs; horses and assistance can be obtalncd from 
the hotel , If needed, Accommodation at the hotel is most com­
fortable and the service excellent. From here, the road Is 
mostly clear to the tOOl. of Bullock's Hill, when ski have to be 
used La Klandra. There being no hills to climb, the trip, 
though longer, Is often 0 much qulckcr and c:u;ler approach to 
Kla n dr:l than by the Cooma-Adaminaby rouLe, 
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Future possi bilities, seeing that so little Is know,n of this 
area can cnly be touched on broadly. Unless the Fiery, Slam 
deveiops beyond expectations, it is not likely that thiS a~­
proach 00 tlle main Kial1dr:l-KO~cl\lSko s~I-lng grounds will 
ever rival them for first-class ski-running, but. [\$ a groul':d 
for beginners to Hud their feet or for those who take their ski­
ing less sCI'iously tlHm QUI" "experts," it will, when once started, 
morc than hold Its own. For the present., ~hc most u~gent 
need is for clubs to he for'med and money r:used to cleal ,the 
course on Mount Fiery. The road leading to the rUIl-out ,[101ll 
I.he mountain Is very rarely closed to motor traffic and. If, so, 
only for one mile (all steep down-grade). The hotel is. ngl~L 
on the ground. AS a jumping~off gmund fol' trips to. K\and~ a 
and Kosciusko, Rule's Point is happily placed and It IS a lso 1II 

a very sunable position for those wh~ require a ba~e from 
which to explore the runs from Bullock sHill southwalds. 

In the far future the steep decline from the snow-line at 
"Top of Lobb's Hole," as well as other places on the west.ern 
'd f th" Kl'tndrll.-Flery secLion of the Snowy mounLall1s. 

SI eo," , I I t " L bb' , may be used to link by funicular the natura out e, 0 S 
Hole"' (an old sunken sea-bed), wij,\1 the Alpine regions. 
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First Ski-ing on Barrington Tops 
It wlll be remembered that In ihe 1933 Year Book It was Indicated 

thnL the newly fonned Nor·t11ern Ski Club. Which lms Its centre In New_ 
cnstl(l (N.S.W.J. InU)m!ed to explore the IJOSSlbllltics of skl-Ing on 
BarringLon. TOilS. some sixty miles nOtth oC Newcastle, Shortly nfter 
the )Jubl!cu,ioll of the last number the ascent wns mude, a vet'y credit­
able inlUal elron for the new club. For the ~nke of curiosity, I looked 
up the l(ltltude of Barrington Tops, which must be the most northerly 
mOUlltaln ill Australla cart'ying snow In not'mal winters. nnd fou nd 
that it lay a mtle south of the 31st parnllel. eOtTCSI)()nding In the 
Northcm HemlSI)here to n l)OSition between Cairo nnd Alexandria! 

Jl.u. Gillings, honornry secretary of the N.S.C .. sends n cutting 
from Lhe Neweru;Ue "Sun" of August 'I, 1!l33, and some further notes 
on the tril).-Editor. 

"Following a pioneering ex pedition during the week~end. 
omcials of the Northern Ski Club are greatly Impressed with 
the possibilities of suitable skl-Ing gr ounds being established 
at Burrington Tops. The expedition len Newcastle on Satut'day 
aftel"noott. 5th Augu 11)33. a n d returned on Sunday night, 
ufter discovering a n informally naming two runs on which 
they had an exhllarn ski-ing experience, 

They round the pi u vel' s imilar In formation to the 
Plains of Heaven. at ius, b that t now never lasts 
as long 011 accou tl ~ of t e gh e tUud ith a good fall o r 
snow t h ey consider that more th e square mUes of country 
on the Tops would be ti tabl ski-lng, 

The party consls d of he secreta ry of the Nor thern Ski 
Club (Mr. Gillings), co mittee member (Mr. Johnson ), the 
honorary advlscr to he cl b (M·. Cavaller). and Alderman and 
Mrs. Croft. Travell! g in MI'. t's cal' by Paterson, Dungog 
and SalisbuI'y, Lhey d at Barrington Rest House, aL 
the foot of the mou at , on Satt1 rday, Two pairs of 
ski and sticks, which the New South Wales Tourist. 
Bureau, were strappe to th r. Carrying ski , sticks and food, 
they aseended the T ps nday morning on horseback, The 
journey was made a k\ ' by their luggage, but they reached 
Cary's Pea k at noon. 

AfLcl' lunch, M Cava lier, Gillings and Johnson, the 
mem bers o f t he Sk ub, traver sed the plateau of the Tops for 
what appearcd, t ' ugh ficld glasses. to be rcasonably good 
snow-covered Blo fOI' ski-ing. To reach these slopes, the 
Barrington Rive lad to be crossed several times, The slopes 
proved t.o be suitable, and two very nice runs were choscn. al­
t h ough neither was steep enough to allow of great spccd. 

The snow llUd been three feet deep over the platcau on thc 
previous WedneSday, but t.he succeeding warm days considerably 
thawed the snow on the nat g!"Ound, which would have allowed 
a good fin ish f!"Om the slopes at thc edges. T he plateau is vcry 
similar In rorma~lon to thc Plains of Heaven a t Kosciusko, but 
the gmund is fla tter, and, wit h a good fa ll of snow, gives an 
excellent expanse of "ski-able" country. Although sligh tly 
higher (5,5GO n, above sea level) than the grou nds around t he 
Hotel at Kosciusko, the snow nevel' lasts as long, all account o f 
the difference in latitude. 


