
The Western Slopes of
Jill l\{rcDonald

A LL he  sedson r t r  ueaf l r€ r  hsd  leen
ra l .hanseab lp  o '  , l  LurDfedrc rab le  s j rd  . \en
jn late septembcf. tbe oppofiurities thot

Rcjreried disaplojDtmerts Nore oui our
optimism reg diie ibe horow, so {hen the
Defccr dar camc it caughi us unprepared
rn.t \r€ dld not Bet aear llom th. Chalei

Firr..n minules latef f€ were on cbar-
lottes Pas. The lamiliar .oDtour oi the
Matu REDge cul a clear lin. agailst a sky
of cloudlos blue as our eles lollow€d round
f.oh Mt. Kosciusko lo Northcoie, to the
stecp lac. oi Ice. lh€ lorg slope ol car-
rudre.s. Tsynah, and to the north, Tate.
F,ed dust, carried br sesterlies irom ihe diJ
illand plaiu, had dyed lhe snow rusty rirk.
ln conrrast to jis usual dazzlirg \rhiie. rhe
Ralgr lookcd dirty rDd .iFb

We could see ihe brosr head ol ToNnseDd
leerine oaer the saddle betqe€D r_ortbcore
rnd Le€. It l@k€d iaf alvar., but Fe holfd
io sei dou the {a+€u side ol the noun
tain &rd home aganr befor. night
'we 

borr soutb aloDg ille mnge bero.e
running doq! inio Lake Albina. Th€ desc€rt
(as steep and open. not uDlihe the shollder
abole Litile Austria and prollded aD uD:x-

From below, the To(n-rend yall *hich had
appeared unscaleabLe, otreled sercral atter
Nijyes. and {e veDi uD to dre soulh ol 1so
maih gulljes. At l$t rhe unnjstalieabl€
summi! *as revealed, Juitlig up strong 3nd
hDosiDg, irom a hjgir tndulalt)g tLareau
oD to! the !i.r ro the west suddeDll trn-
fotd€d. No D.cviouJ glimpse had d€stroted
lhe xrrexpectedness ol jhat Dalolama and
thoueh seeD on many oc.asions. the eficc! ol
llhost breath talnrg suflrise thaiicd.

We tooked or i  pas !  rhe  dark  scrub ,3000
ie€t belo( us. !o the undulatnrg hills and
vid€ gre€n flats to the Upper Muray valler''.
aird b€lond to qhere the counirt sm@thed
oni. uniil ii Ras losi ir1 t bluc haa llui
melced {ith the sky. Dsrk grc.D. oLire green,
atrd blLre iormed a backdrop !o ihe sro*-
coveled buttres slurs that plunged donn to
lose th€]Glles iD a maze ol hearlly iim
bered rjdgs and gltlies. To the norlh ihe
To$nsend Spur €nclosed a broad basnr. on
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lbe biDk ol whicb {e srood. To the south,
the gr€at llabnel Spur sweDi dodnsu.ds.
Imediat€ly iD frort lhe ground lell h€arilt-'
aqat shalpty, to !is. again to a Fhite knoll
Wc thought of ski-ing orer the knou to see
$hst the hidder slope offef€d. btri decided
iDst€ad lo go straight do$n the ceDire ol
ihe basin, the 6ides oi which conre.ged just

Do$D Ne {ent. -{i 6rst we made ibe
histake ol kepihg to ihe ddlts ol *hit€
snow, rniil we lound that lhe pjnk base qas
p..f€ct sprjng stro\L. We {oYe loDg
rurns m and out of the islnnds of Fhile
sno{, ahd Lhe black reks, rhe snow las!
aDd easy Ever]tbiig ias lo|golten but the
lun of racnrg dowh. TheD suddeDly se
noiiced the Geehi Flnts, so close at our ie€|,
thaL ii seemed as thougrl se couLd ios a
pebble onio them. We hatted, and looked
back, lnd To*nsend, agahst the sk], {es
high and lar a*!y. We decided to go on io
the tree liDe The shov vas still dep, and
tbe hjllside, ioldins away beloF, lufed !s o!
Lo €xDlor€ lhe sc.rets ol its hidder sulli(s

}IoNever though tbe skt s$ clear over the
Murrar, low cloud hid the sun and nrade us
doubt the wisdom ol reuanrjDg loo h!. on
the restern side. Reluct^D y we cou€nced

we reaclied the top ih an houf. lrd d€cid€d
to retuni do{n rbe mcecourse gullt. into
Lake Albnra, and then climb up oD to x{i.
Iie BI the tjme (e staiied the desceni jt
sas l.eeznrg fst, and the sudace oi the
slling sro* \ras coEcd {ith qhnt looked
lik. a l.Jer ol thin glass. As the skis b.oke
thrs layer, thousaDds of f.agmenls 4shed
dosn ihe slope ih . iinkljls cascade thai
caught up siih ihe nexl hur ard so oD u!-
tll rhe descent {as made r! an .klaDch€ oi
icc l,a.licles and th€ noise {$ like ihe roar
ol han on a tjD rtul. Despite th€ intihidaiilg
eff€ct of this unusxal chttef ihe ski-lng \'as

Tlavelling qas lasi doFn the lorg gentle
valley lrom ihe base oi Lee to the Snoqy
Rner We stolled ro diD a dliDk oui oi the
icy slleah befor€ siarijng the nrevitalrb sros
up th€ back ol Chdrlotte s Pass {ith ihe
prspect of a shaky run dom the olher side
over battie-scaned ice aDd so home
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