
run 011 August 24.tll, and the placlngs were 
II~ fOllows:-

1)0lVulllll-two runs from Klandra Table
land to the rofId. 

Total 
L Klandra (J. Pattinson. 1-2; J . 

Harper. 1-9: L . Yan, ]-ll 35) 3-22 3/5 
2. Jindabyne 3-284. 5 
J. Cooma 3-563/ 5 

•• Canberra 4-18 
Slalom-t ..... o ,u"' '" 'h. Township Hill 

course. 
\. Jindabyne (Gordon Day, 1-533/5: 

H. BleWitt. 2-123/5: O. Weston. 
2-192/ 5) 

2. Klnndra (J . Pattinson fastest. 
6-25 3/ 5 

Lime. 1-481/ 5) 8-283/ 5 
:I. Cooma 6-464/ 5 
-l. Canberra 8-573/ 5 

Langlauf-A short course adjacent to the 
Kiandrn Tableland and Bullock Head Creek. 
I, Kiandra (J. Pattinson. 24-9; L. 

Van, 29-39; R. Clugston. 29-40) 8:.1-19 
2. Canberra (T. Ingram fastest 

time, 23-42) 
J. Cooma 
-l. Jindabyne 

88-25 
101-33 
112- 8 

Kiandlll therefore WOIl the Balmaln CUI" 
alld Cooma was the runner-up. Jlndabyne 
..ecured third place and Canberra WM 

fourth. 

The best Individual ef'l'ort.s were mad\) by 
the captain of the Klandra t.eam (J . Pattin
son) . who won the Downhill and Slalom 
and who was second in the Langlaut. Tim 
Ingram. of the Canberra Alpine Club. lliOll 

the Langlauf. The standard of skl-lng dls
Iliayect by the competltors was very satisfac
tory. but the courses were far too easy es
pecially In view of the favourable snow con
ditions. 

Mr. Wally Reed entertained tile team.s and 
a party of visitors at a dinner at the Klandra 
Chalet after the conclusion ot the events. a 
function which very happily wound UI) a 
truly delightful day on the snow and an in
teresting skl-raeing programme. 

The writer wishes to acknowledge the co
operation of Mr. James Pattinson, senior (a 
resident of Klandra tor 64 years). in the 
preparation of this article. 

Three One Day ~fain Range Trips 
D. M. Richardson 

I describe these trips for several reasons 
- (a ) they are within the capacl~y 

city of [he average skier: (b ) they are 
pleasant runs. providing Interest all the way, 
and with tucker and billy make happy pic
nic outings: (e) not many skiers seem to 
have made them: and (d) the routes are 
crunparaUvely safe, even In uncertain 
weather conditIons. 

Alpine Hut-Vnlentine Fall!i: The route lies 
\'Ia Mawson's Hut, this section being so well 
kno",'ll to Allllne Hut guests as to call for 
no descriPtion. Leaving Mawson's Hut olle 
climbs the Kerrles Ridge, crossing at a poln~ 
about south-west of the hut; or Mawson's 
might be by-passed by climbing the knoll 
Oil which It Is situated (rOUghly along the 
line of an east-west fence) south of the hut 
and climbing the Kerrles Ridge at the point 
mentioned. From this point Grey Mare Hut 
Is visible to the west and The Ghost stands 
out agalnst the background of the Grey 
~1are Range; a vlIUey lies ahead leading 

" 

directly to Valentine Falls. on the I)reclpi
tous north face of The Ghost. 

From the Kernes Ridge there Is a descent 
of 300 to 400 feet through sparse stunted Um
ber-a nul ttun can be taken In control 
turns and traverses. or for the m06t part In 
schuss. ",1t.h a good run-out at the bottom. 
To Milk Creek the route lies along a well
defined undulating valley (not very evident 
from the usual map). after which a sharp 
short cUmb takes the skler to the left bank 
of the Valentine where the river rushes: 
through a rocky gorge before tumbling down 
to join the Geehl. Unless the snow be heavy 
It mlght be as well to don ski here and to 
proceed on foot, keeping fairly high. The 
left bank call be followed down to a position 
immediately above the faUs where, It ~he 

day be flne, one might bask In the Wlm 
sunshlne LO the accompa.nlment o! ~he roar 
of waters and t.he occasional stimulation ot 
a cloud of fine spray lUting 011 an upward 
current of air. 



If the party has a fair amount of time 
in hand and energy is not flagging. The 
Ghoot might be climbed on the eastern face 
for the excellent Views that open out from 
the summit and the exhilarating run down 
to Milk creek: or the botk>m of the falls 
might be reached by crossing k> the right 
bank (some distance above the falls. and on 
ski) and dropping down a steep thickly
wooded slope. The latter suggesiton is not 
one for the novice, nor is an altcrnatlve re
turn route of crossing the river below the 
falls and climbing The Gh05t on the western 
face-for this climb Is an arduous one and 
extremely thick small timber is encountered 
which makes the going very slow. 

\Vhl te's Rher Hut _ Dicky Cooper Hut: 
Dicky Cooper Hut has been one of our ob
jectives for several rcasons. but on every 
occasion on which the run was contemplated 
bad weather supervened to foil the attempt. 
What made the feeling of frustration more 
intense was that this hut Is little more than 
a hop. step and a jump from Whlte·s. In 
September. 1947, we set apart the last day 
'Of our stay for the trip. but. in accordance 
with the now well-established practice, the 
weather deteriorated with mist and rain 
heralding the dawn. Early in the afternoon, 
however, there were signs of improvement 
.and at 2.50 p.m. we set out for this hut 
which, according to reports we had received, 
is cunningly concealed from the casual eye. 

We climbed steadIly out of White's Valley, 
leaving the eastern (and lower) at the twin 
peaks of Dicky Cooper Bogong on our left 
and crossing Dick Cooper's northern spur 
a little north of the summit. The spur was 
fOllowed on the westenl slopes In a nor
therly direction through open small timber, 
and we decided to lose altitude gradually 
to avoid t he thicker timber lowcr down and 
to maintain as extensive a vIew as possible 
of the area in which we thought. the hut k> 
be situated. After running a mile or so we 
-called a halt to have a look-see and, to our 
pleasant surprise, sighted the hut directly 
below. Good navigation? or Just good luck? 
We WOuld like to think It. the former, but 
we suspect. the latter. Be that as It may, 
there was our goal. nestling in the afternoon 
.sun in a clearing on a small ridge about a 
quarter mile south of a very straight reach 
of Dicky Cooper Creek where the creek flows 
south after a small-radius bend from a 
northerly fiow. A short wood run brought k> 
the hut-a one- roomed weatherboard and 

Iron structure containing a fireplace, and 
rough bed made from forked branches and 
chaff bag:>, a three-legged stool or two, and 
little else. It should make a good emergency 
shelter. howe\'er, and the surrounding tim
ber and a low ridge k> the wcst offer some 
degree of protection from winds. 

The return trip WM made via Dicky 
Cooper Bogong finishing with that delicious 
run down from the summit, a fter gllssading 
for the first 50 feet. 

Should a party experience diIDculty in 
locating this hut, ihe north-south section of 
the creek referred to should provide an ex
cellent "fix." The whole trip could be made 
comfortably in three to lour hours, leaving 
good time for an explorak>ry run down to
wards the Geeht should a party feel so dls-

"""'. White's River Hut-Snowy Ril'cr : For a 
party In residence at White's River Hut this 
trip provides a pleasant day's skl-ing. For 
those who object to climbing on wax, skins 
might be taken for the return trip; climb
ing is. however, gradual except for a few 
short sections. 

The route Is simplicity Itself, being con
fined to the vaUey of the Munyang (or 
White's) River - wit.h occa.sional traverses 
Into subsidiary gullies to maintain a reason
able contour. The left bank Is followed in 
the higher reaches through beautiful snow
gum grooves, the terrain dropping by alter
nating schusses and gentle slopes and pro
viding good practice in wood running for 
the not-so-experienced, the timber being 
close enough to prevent straight ski-ing yet 
sufficiently open to permit some pleasant 
continuous runs. 

After a mjle or two the right bank oflers 
the better route, and can be followed 
throughout the remainder of the trip at 
varying distances from the river. When 
nearing the Snowy the left bank is steep and 
inclined to be bare In parts and rocky, whilst 
on the right b.1.nk (our suggested route) 
thickly growing timber is encountered. If 
one bears to the right, however, open nlD
nlng is avallable to a pOint on the banks of 
the Snowy about a quarter mile above the 
junction. Although ski-able, the boards 
might well be dispensed with here and the 
final drop of about 20 feel. to the river made 
on foot through fairly thick small timber. 

The immediate banks of Lhe Snowy are 
rock-5trewn and boulders lie in the bed of 
the river itself, whilst undergrowth hampers 
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progress. The skier 15 now hall- wa.y to tho 
Hote:l and neither the crossing of the river 
(except In a severe thaw) nor the tmmedlate 
rocky climb on the eastern side should pre
sent any Insuperable dlMcultles. 

On the return trip to White·s River Hut 
the skier will be moving slowly enough to 
appreciate the gentle beuatics or the Mun
yang murmuring almoot articulately as she 

hastens happUy on her way to the Snowy; 
and, as he ellmbs leLsurely through the 
snow-gum groves he will have t1me to in
dulge In nights of fancy as lmaginary 
nymphs and fa iries play hide-and-seek 
among the gnarled old trunks or dance on 
the golden beams of a westering sun whose 
tIIckering light darts hither and thither 
among the leafy branches. 

The Canbe rra Alpine Clnb 

J UDGED by 1946 standards, the snow 
conditions In the mountains of lJle Aus
tralian Capital Territory were disappoint

Ing during the 1947 season. Ho .... ever, there 
were a few weeks of ski-able snow, and a 
number ot club member.> was able to take 
advantage of them. 

Each year sees a marked improvement In 
skl_lng facilities In the club house area at 
Mt. Franklln. Early in the year working par
ties put In several profitable week-ends 
clearing new ski-ruIlS, and ImprOving exist
Ing runs. The use of a bulldozer for this 
work proved a great saving of time lind 
labour. 

Once again the club secured the services 
ot a cook-manager for the winter season at 
M t. Franklin Hut. Unfortunately. this 
proved a costly venture, for no snow fell dur
ing the early I>art Of the season, and the 
best tallls occurred after the committee had 
decided to remove the cook. The uncertainty 
of snow conditions at Mt. Franklin will al
ways pro\'C a hazard to skiers. and club mem
bers are looking forward to the day when 
the Government may be persuaded to con
struct an access road to Mount Bimberi, 
some 15 miles due south of Franklin. Bimberi, 
is 62'74 feet In height-nearly 900 feet higher 
than Mt. Franklln, and the snow 15 much 
more rellable. A party of club members spen~ 
a week-end thoroughly investigating the ski
ing j)(l5SlblllUes of Bimberl. and returned 
with n most favourable report. The southern 
and south-western slopes offer great possi
bilities. 

There has been a greatly awakened in
terest In skl-Ing during the last two years in 
Canberra. Club members have increased 
from about 40 to 160, and judging by recent 
enquiries thl5 number Is likely to continue 
to Increase. Although very encouraging, this 
Is likely to prove Ull embarrn.ssment to the 
club, which Is finding great dIMculty In pro-
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vldlng facilities at Its &Ingle club house. The 
population of Canberra has alm06t doubled 
during the ten years that the club has been 
functioning, and 15 rapidly growing each 
year. It Ls hoped that when building materials 
are more plentUw, several smaller huts will 
be built further up the range to cater for 
the more experienced 5klers. If a new access 
road could be buIlt rrom Cotter Valley, ski
Ing In the Canberra area could develop Into 
a major .... inter sport. 

The annual club championships were held 
nt Mt. Franklin on the 31st August. Down
hlU and Slalom events were contested, but 
unfortunately ~he poor snow condItions pre
vented the running of a Langlau!. Reults 
were as follows:-

Mell. 
Open lind Club Championsbip Down hill ; 

H. I ngram 1, T . Langford-Smith 2, R. Deasey 
3. Ollen :Ind Club Championship Slalom ; H. 
Ingram 1. R. Bell 2, R. Deasey 3. NO"ice 
Downhill: R. Bell I, R. Deasey 2, R. Hall 3. 
Novice Slalom: R . Bell 1. R. Hall 2, D. 
Thomas 3. 

Women : 
Open and Club Championshlp Downhlll : 

D. F'lsch 1, p , Barker 2, C. Collins 3. Open 
nnd Club Championship Slalom: D. Fisch 1, 
P. Barker 2, K . Helms 3. NO"ice Downhlll; K. 
Helms I, J. Richardson 2. P . Honeysett 3. 
Novice Sla lom: D. Fisch 1, P . Barker 2, K. 
Helms 3. aechrners' Do","D..b.iIl: S. Fraser 1, 
I. Ginn 2, T. parker 3. 

A team was sent to represent Canberra ILt 
the Balmaln Cup events at Klandra. The re
sults were someWhat disappointing except In 
the Langlaur, in which H. Ingram came first 
and P . Sl>ottswood. third. It is to be hoped 
that as the runs are Impro\·ed at Franklin, 
members will galn greater experience under 
colldltlons more comparable to those which 
must. be faced at Klandrn and Kosciusko. 


