
'.'Dec. 20, chef tight. Dec. 21, chef left." 
Mrs. Day's part In the management of 

the Chalet is none the less deserving of 
mention because It was n ot always obvious. 
She was to no small degree responsible for 
the smooth rwming of the establishment 
and to our knowledge at one holiday period 
most successfully took the place of the 
abovementioned chef. 

George now has a property not too far 
from the snowfields and there is every pros
pect that with two sons in top cham.plonsh!p 
class he \\"111 be paying visits to his old home. 
Meanwhile we w1sh both hlm and Mrs. Day 
success and assure them both of the appre
ciation of all N.S.W. skiers of a job well 
done. 

"THE LONE HAND" 

This was the name of a monthly maga.zl.ne 
once published by the "Bulletin." Our copy, 
which was lent frOm the library of the late 
Mr. Geoffrey Hughes. is that of June, 1909. 
The cover-in colour and by Norman Lind
say-purports to show Borre Winther mak
ing the Australian r ecord jwnp of 77 feet. 
We have not heard of Mr. Winther or his 
jump before, but are quil!"e prepared to be
lieve tha.t 77 teet was a record and, indeed, 
it. probably remained. so until Sverre 
Kaaten's day. c ertainly. from t he angle of 
Mr. Winther's ski, h is pOSItion in the air 
and the look of premonition on his face and 
that of the fa.ir spectator underneath, it is 
not improbable that he never had a chance 
of creating another one! (This is, of course, 
purely teehnlca1 criticism and does not touch 
the ability of t he a.rtist.) 

Tha t month saw the opening of the Kos
ciusko Hotel, an event heralded by a long 
article on Australian ski-ing from the able 
pen of the then Director of the Tourist 
Bureau, Mr. Percy Hunter. "I t (sk!-ing) is 
the nearest possible approach to :flying, the 
ambition of all mortals." "I t (the Kiandra 
Course) lets you .; down from the clouds to 
the level of thei plain as a sea-bird with 
cuddled. wing dr.OPS plwnp into deep water 
for a ttsh." Th~ Mr. Hunter in lyric mood. 
His advertisement for the Hotel had a some-
what more modem type of appeal, for there 
the publ1c'S attention is drawn to the Germ
less Air of the Snowfields and it is exhorted 
to Renew its Youth and Bulld up New TiS
sue by a Holiday: on · Snow-clad Kosciusko. 

Another article by one of Wra.gge's 
meteorological assistants, Mr. Jensen, D.SC., 
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describes conditions on the Summit of Kos
ciusko during the winter of 1898.. Among 
other interesting phenomena be describes 
a. projection of the observers' figures .by tb.e 
setting sun on cloud over Ethl1dge with aU 
the detail accorded to the famous Spectre of 
the Brocken in Europe. The followIng is his 
account of an exPedition on sId to Mt. 
Townsend: 

"On J 4.ne 19 we a.ga.1n had a fine ' day. and 
after the 'mid-day readings we under took an 
expedition to Mount Townsend. This was 
the first ascent of that peak ever made in 
winter. The precipitous nature of the ~oun
tain, as already outlined in StrzIecki's de
scrIption, is sufficient to show that a wlnter 
ascent is not without perils. WlEl had to zig
zag, following the brink of one precipice 
with another ' tower ing above us, and loose 
snowdrifts ready to avalanche. down upon 
us at any moment. On the way I had a nar
row escape, through snow-shoeing down a 
SlOpe bestrewn with glaCiated granite boul
ders. All the soft snow was blown..off and 
my brake-stick was therefore useless. The 
steepness of the slope and hardness of the 
tce gave me terrific speed. and I was only 
saved. from being smashed. upon the granite 
boulders by throwing myself down in a heap 
of soft snow, which I entered at the rate of 
probably 100 miles per hour. As it was, I 
got my arms and back scratched on sharp 
icicles a.nd my snow-Shoes proceeded. ·on 
their own account a couple of miles further 
down." 

THE ABOMINABLE SNOW MEN 

ThOSe who do not ski, particularly ' when 
forced to listen to J?COPle who. do, are not 
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