


The Fire from the North Side.

it was remarkable how calm they were. There
was a complete absence of panic, although
the fire by then had a strong hold. Gaining
the centre of the building, I met the En-
gineer and another member of the staff run-
ning a hose through one of the courtyard
rooms to the courtyard. Taking over the
hose from him, I got out on to the lean-to
roof outside the window and directed the
hose on to the seat of the fire. The Engineer
and his assistant then went down to the
northern side of the building. Immediately
in front were staff rooms—the normal exits
of which were shut off. Four people got out
of the windows on to the roof and escaped
through the courtyard. Flames were then
leaping 20 to 30 feet about the centre wing.

An explosion blew the roof and scattered
burning material, and the roof adjoining the
main building/ broke away, revealing flames
leaping through to the front and behind. I
then realised it was hopeless and made my
way towards the front stairway, but was
driven back and had to crawl along the pas-
sageway to the south wing. Gaining the
stairs, I made my way to the locker floor and
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Photo. Miss O. Chaplin.

my bedroom. Flames had by then penetrated
towards the dining room.

Joining my wife outside, we raced over to-
wards the Lake and by then flames were
leaping over the roadway. Staff who were
then operating the hydrants at the rear of
the buildings were forced out owing to the
heat and falling material,

Later, with Arthur Rixon we entered the
building to my office, but it was impossible
to enter the passageway where the trophies
were housed, as it was enveloped in flames.
These trophies, as guests will remember, in-
cluded the Summit Trophy, Captain Scott’s
polar sledge, and many club cups and shields.
However, we managed to save £2000 from the
safe and a few pictures, including one of Old.
Tom. We could then only concentrate on
saving buildings and prepare for the comforts
of a]l concerned, many of whom had escaped
in their night attire.

A pleasing feature was the fact that there
was no loss of life or serious injury. The
promptness of the staff and the willingness
of all to assist under most trying conditions,
are much to be commended.
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Holel Kosciusko after the Fire, Photo. D. Cowie.




