Ski Tourers’ Association
By Charles Anton

DURING ‘the 1952 season ftouring skiers
were gratified to find Lake Albina Ski
Lodge emerging from an experimental pro-
ject to the centre of main range ski-ing.-
With the lodge made more comfortable, an
increasing number of members and non-
members made it their headquarters for ex-
tended: stays, and also the focal point for
day touring from the Chalet. It was not
uncomon for expemenced touring parties to
. 8ki Townsend Westi Face—the longest run on
the range, previously only attempted by a
few parties from the Chalet each year—and
-be back at the lodge for lunch, ready to en- -
joy aftérnoon ski-ihg in Little Austria.

The 1952 winter set in early and skiers
from the lodge were:to be found on the snow
in April. At Queen’s Birthday week-end
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snow conditions were icy and the only party
which succeeded in reaching Albina Lodge
felt that skates would have been more ap-
proprigte than skis, This party, returning
home via Northeote, found the run from
Northeote to Kunama covered with excellent
powder snow. This was of particular interest

-to the sponsors of Northcote Ski Tow Pro-

jeet, and confirmed their previous observa-
tion that the Kunamasa basin offers a large
number of comparatively sheltered slopes
where good snow may be found when most
other runs on the raneg are covered by sheet
ice.

In Aungust and September the lodge was
mostly booked out, and during fine spells the
emergency accommodation was often put to
use. At Six Hour week-end excellent snow
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