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DEAR KLAUS.

THANK YOU FOR YOURE RECEMT COMMUMNICATION, WITA INCLUSIONS
RELATIMZ TO YOUR PAST AMND FUTUFE WORK.

I REGRET TO SAY THAT I AM NOT S0IN5 TO BE OF ANY HELP AT ALL
IN ADDING TO YOUR "DATA BASE"™ OF EVENTS IMN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE
"MOUNTAIMS*™. I STUDIED YOUR "SIGNIFICANT EVEMTS/FASCINATING SNIPPETS"
TIME CHART WITH INTEREST. BUT THE PERIOD DURING MY T YEARS AT
"CURRANGO"™ WAS ALL MEWS TOD ME. YOU SEE., I WAS OF RATHER TENDER YEARS
AT THAT TIME. AND NATURALLY SELF-CENTRED IM MY QUTLOOK. I @AS
THEREFORE LARGELY UNAWAEE OF WMAT %WAS HAPPENINSG BEYOND THE BOUNDARIES
OF TYE HOME PADDOCK.

1 APPROCHED MY PAEENTS., BOTH OF WiO0M ARE NOW ELDERLY AND NOT
ABLE TO REMEMBER MUCH OF THAT ERA. 50 I AM S0RRY T2 5AY TIAT I CANNOT
ASSIST IM AMY SISNIFICANMNT WAY TO FILLIMNS IN THE RECORD.

WHAT 1 HAVE DOME THOUSH. AMND IT MAY ASSIST YOU IN SOME WAY IN
SAINMING ADDITIONAL IMPRESS 10MS OF WMAT LIFE WAS LIKE 1IY THE
"CURREAMGO" AREA., IS PROVIDE YOU WITH SOME EXTRACTS FROM A TEXT WHICH
I AM PREPARING FOR ™Y FaMILY. IT 1S A SIMPLE FAMILY "HISTORICAL"
RECORD OF THE LIFE OF BOTH MY WIFE AMD SELF (AMD CHILDREN) WHAICH
COVERS OUR LIFE AND "ADYEMTURES"™ 1IN AUSTRALIA AND THE PACIFIC
ISLAMDS. IT IS NOT MY INTENTION TO PUBLISH ANY PORTION OF [T, BUT TO
SIMPLY TO COMFILE IT IM HOME-BOUND VOLUMES (ABOUT 3) AND LEAVE IT FOR
THE HIDE/GRANDKIDS/5REAT-SRAMDKIDS ETC... FOR A LAUGH DR CRY.

THE EXTRACTS WHICH 1 AM FORWARDIN3s RELATE TO A PERIOD WAICH
BESAN IN 1928, (I WAS TYD-AND-A-HALF YEARS OLD) WHEN MY FOL®ES MOVED
T0O THE AREA., AND IT COVERES A PERICD UP TO JUET AFTER THE MELBOURNE
CUP OF 1935. (1 REMEMBERE THE MAIL-MAN PERCY RUSSELL, BRINGING THE
NEWS SOME DAYS AFTER THE RACE., THAT MARIBOU HAD WON>. SHORTLY AFTER
THAT YE MOVED TO "THE MULLION". NEAFE YASS-

THE TEXT 1 AYM SENDINS YOU HAS BEEN PICKED 0OUT FROM LOTS OF
FAMILY-RELATED COMMENTS AND AS A RESULT COULS APPFaR A LITTLE
DISJOINTED. ADDITIOMALLY IT CONTAINS A FEW RATHEE DUBIOUS COMMENTS
ABOUT A FEW OF THE COLOURFUL PEOPLE WwHO LIVED IN THE AREA AT THAT
TIME. I KMOW YOU WILL EXFRCISE DISCRETION IN AMY USE YOU MAY CARE TO
MAKE OF AMY PABT OF IT. 1 WOULD PEEFER NOT TO BE THE FOCAL POINT OF A
LIBEL SUITH.

BY WAY OF BACKGROUMD. MY FATHER AND MOTHER, TO WHOM I MAKE
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MANY REFERENCES., WERE THOMAS MNORMAN THATCHER., AND LORNA THATCHER. DAD
WAS MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS *“TIM" THATCHER., AND MUM WAS OFTEN CALLED
"MRS. TIM". WE LIVED IN WHAT 15 NOW CALLED "DAFFODIL COTTAGE". IT WAS
SIMPLY "THE COTTAGE"™ IN OUR DAY.

WALTER WARE WAS THE OVERSEER LIVING 1IN THE MAINM HOMESTEAD IN
THE EARLY 38'5. HE WAS LATEE REPLACED BY BILL RUSSELL AND HIS WIFE (1
THINK MARY JAS HER MAME) AND THEY WERE IN RESIDENCE THERE AT THE TIME
OF QUR DEPARTURE.

MY FATHER WORKED AS A STATION-HAND FOR MOST OF EACH YEAR.
BUT ALS0 DID CONTRACT WORX FENCING., SCRUEEING., RINGBARKING AND
CLEARING AT CERTAIN TIMES. HE SOMETIMES HAD 51X OR SEVEN PECOPLE
WORKING FOR HIM (MOSTLY BROTHERS AND FRIENDS) BUILDING FENCES IN "“THE
SULF" AREA, BALD HILL, THE SELECTION, AND THE TRIANGLE (NAMES OF
AREAS5, PADDOCKS, OR FEATURES WHICH MAY STILL EXIST). DURING THE

WINTEE MONTHS., HE MADE QUITE AM ACCEPTABLE INCOME FROM RABBIT SKINS.
FOX SKINS, AND OTHER PELTS.

I MUST APOLOGISE FOR THI1S RATHER ANTIQUATED PRINTER. IT LACKS
LOJER-CASE CAPABILITY AS YOU CAM SEE. I HAVE A NEW PRINTER ON ORDER.
BUT IT WILL NOT ARRIVE FOR A COUPLE MORE WEEKS, S50 I THOUGHT 1 HAD
BETTER SEND THIS PRIOR TO THE END OF APRIL TO MEET YOUR REQUEST. MY
TEXT IS OW MAG-TAPE FILES AMD MY FINAL PRODUCTION WILL HOPEFULLY BE
PRESENTED A LITTLE MORE PROFESSIOMALLY THAN THI!S.

THERE 15 NOT OME SINGLE FHOTOGRAPH IN MY POSSESSION WHICH
DEPICTS ANY OF THE "CURRAMNGO"™ AREA AS 1T WAS IN THAT PERIOD. I HAVE
RETURNED ONMCE (ABOUT 15 YEARS AGO) AND TAKEN SOME SLIDES. EUT THE OLD
DAYS WERE NOT CAPTURED BY US. WE COULD NOT AFFORD LUXURIES LIKE
CAMERAS, IN THE OLD DAYS !

THAMKE YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN MY SMALL CONTRIBUTION. KLAUS.
FEEL FREE TO USE IT IMN ANY FORM YOU WISH. I SEEK NO PAYMENT IN ANY
WAY. AND I WILL NOT EVEN BE UPSET IF YOU HAVE NO USE FOR ANY OF 1T.
AFTER ALL, THERE 1S NOTHINS WORLD-SHATTERING ABOUT MY IMPRESSIONABLE
YEAES IN THE MOMNARO HIGHLANDS.

WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST WITH YDUR FUTURE PRODUCTIONS.

BEST RESARDS.

=Y.
C‘_“_ﬁwavi( ﬁfa/&z/ 4

(TREVOR THAATCHZR)



SOME OF THE PERSONAL HISTORY OF TREVOR WILLIAM THATCHER.
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THIS NEXT MOVE WAS TD THE MOMARO DISTRICT, SOME 6@ ROAD-MILES
SOUTH EAST OF TUMUT. 1T SEEMS THAT DAD MAMAGED TO OBTAIN A JOB ON A
LARGE PROPERTY CALLED "“CURRANG0". CURRANGO WAS OWNED BY THE
AUSTRALIAN ESTATES ANMD MORTGASE CO. 1 DOUBT IF THEY ARE S5TILL 1IN
BUSINESS.

MY FATHER'S UNCLE TED BRASILL (MARRIED TO MY FATHER'S AUNTY
MELL) WAS A MAMNAGER FOR THE AUSTERALIAN ESTATES AND MORTGAGE CO. HE NO
DOUBT HAD SOME INFLUEMCE IN SETTIN3 THE JOB FOR DAD., AND IT WAS HERE
MY DAD WORKED FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS, KEEPING AWAY FROM THE BIG CITIES
AMD THEIR PROBLEMS WITH THE DEPRESSION WHICH HAD NOW SETTLED IN.

1 WAS A VEREY HAPPY LITTLE BOY LIVING AT "CURRANGO". ALTHOUGH
M0 OTHER KIDS OF MY ASE WERE LIVING THERE. 1 SEEMED TO LIKE THE
PLACE., AND STILL HAVE VERY PLEASANT MEMORIES OF LIFE T.UErE.

“"CURRAN30" WAS TERMED A "SMNOW-LEASE"™ BY THE LOCALS WHO LIVED
THERE. DURING THE SUMMER. AUTUMM AMD SPRINS. SHEEP AND CATTLE WERE
“"ADJISTED" THERE., BUT DURING THE WINTER IT USUALLY SNOWED AND AS A
RESULT. WAS UNSUITAELE FOR STOCK GRAZING.

THE AREA OF THE STATION WAS 35,@08@ ACRES. WHICH WaS5 PRETTY
BIG BY STANDARDSE FQE THAT PART QF THE STATE. IT WAS QUITE WELL SET UP
AND DEVELOPED. THE HOUSING COMFLEX AROUMND THE HOMESTEAD AREA WAS MADE
UP OF 8 MAJOR BUILDINGS., NOT INCLUDING THE COW-SHED, FOWL-HOUSE, AND
WO0OD-SHED. THE HOMESTEAD., LIXE ALL OTHER BUILDINGS, WaS MADE FROM
WEATHERBOARDS WITH A CORRUGATED IRON ROOF. IT CONTAINED ABOUT FIVE
BEDROOMS., A LARGE DINING-ROOM. KITCHEN. OFFICE, 2 PANTRIES AND A
FROFEE BATH-RODOM. THE WAS A LARGE FLY-SCREEN EMCLOSED VERANDAH ON THE
EASTERN SIDE OF THE HOUSE, AND A SMALL OPEN FRONT VERANDAH AT THE
NORTHEREN END, WITH AMOTHER OPEM VERANDAH 0% THE WESTERN SIDE.

A LARGE AREA OF LAWM STRETCHED THE FULL LENGTH OF THE WESTERN
SIDE AMD THE EASTERM SIDE SPORTED A LARGE GARDEN AREA RUNNING THE
FULL LENGTH OF THE HOUSE, WITH A DEPTH OF ABOUT 6@ FEET.

THIS GARDEN FKEACHED TO THE TENNIS COURT, WHICH DURING THE
FIRST FEW YEARS OF OUR STAY,» WAS RESULARLY USED AND WELL LOOKED
AFTER. THE MAIN YARD AROUND THE HOUSE WAS FENCED WITH 6 FT. HIGH
NETTING. THE POSTS., ALTHOUSH CUT FEOM TREE-TRUNKS. WERE TRIMMED AT
THE TOP TO GIVE A TAPERED STYLE HEAD ON THE INTERMEDIATE POSTS, WHILE
THE GATE-POSTS ANMND CORMER POSTS WERE GIVEN A LITTLE EXTRA TREATMENT
WITH SAW, ADZ, AND CHISEL TO PRODUCE A “FACETED"™ HMEAD, NOT UNLIKE A
HUMAN HEAD, WHEN YIEWED FROM A DISTANCE. ALL POSTS WERE PAINTED
WHITE, WHICH CONTRASTED PLEASINSLY WITH THE DARK ERICK-RED COLOUR OF
THE WEATHERBOARDS NF THE MAIN BUILDINS.
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THE GARASE-CUM-STABLES WERE LOCATED ABOUT 158 YARDS AWAY FROM
THE HOUSE, OM THE NORTH SIDE ON THE TOP OF A SLIGHT RISE. THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BUILDING WAS OF ADZED SLABS, WITH SAWN TIMBER
TRIM. AMD DOORS, AMD ASGAIN PAINTED DARK BRICK RED. THERE WAS
ACCOMMODATION FOR ABOUT SIX HORSES 1IM STALLS, SEPARATED FROM THE
SARAGE PART WITH SLAB DIVIDIN3 WALLS. THE SARASE PORTION HAD SLAB
FLOORIMG PBOARDS., A LARGSE WORKBEMCH. AND A PIT., OVER WHICH CARS OR
TRUCKS COULD BE DRIVEN FOR "UMDERMEATH" SERVICE.

THERE BEIN3 MOT MANY CARS ABOUT, AND AS A CONSEQUENCE, LITTLE
USE MADE OF THE PIT FOR 1TS DESIGMED PURPOSE, RESULTED IN THE PIT
BEIN3 USED AS A STORE FOR POTATODES. POTATOES, PACKED IN STRAW, IN THE
DARK, KEEP EJER SO MUCH LOM3ER THAM IN OTHER AVAILABLE STORAGE. THIS
DOES MOT STOP THEM FREOM SROWING LOMG SHOOTS, BUT THE TUBERS REMAIN
EDIBLE.

THE REMAINDER OF THIS BUILDING WaS AVAILABLE FOR HOUSING
HORSE DRAWM VEHICLES. A BUGGY. A WAGSOMETTE. AMD A SULKY WERE KEPT IN
A PARTLY OPEN SECTION. PARTLY OPEN IN THAT IT HAD NO BACK OR FRONT
DOOR. MATURALLY 1T WAS OFTEM USED BY THE STATION FREE-RANGE POULTRY
AS A VERY SATISFACTORY ROOSTING HOUSE, AND IT <4AS HOT UNCOMMON TO
HAVE THE NEED TO SHOVEL OUT A HEAP OF CHOOK-DUNG FROM THE FLOOR OF
THE SULKY OR WAGONETTE., BEFORE OME TOOK IT ON A TRIP.

MEXT TO THE GARAGE WAS A GRAIN STORE. IT WAS ONLY ABOUT TEY
FEET ESQUARE. BUT WAS CONSTRUCTED HISH OFF THE SEOQUND ON PIERS CAPFED
WITH LARGE GALVANMNISED IRON DISCS (SOMETHING LIKE ANT-CAPS ONLY
LARGER) WHICH SERVED AS A BARRIER TO MICE AND RATS5. IT WAS HERE THAT
THE FLOUR., CEREALS, LENTILS., AND ANY OTHEE FOODSTUFF, PRONE TO ATTACK
BY RHODENTS. WAS KEPT SAFE DURING THE WINTER.

CONTIMUING MORTHWARDS A FURTHEER 15€@ YARDS, A TRACK LED ONE TO
THE SHEARER'S (OR WORKMAN'S, OF ITIMERANT'S) HUT. IT WAS SIMILAR, BUT
SIMPLER 1IN COMSTRUCTION TO THE MAIN HOMESTEAD BUILDING.

IT CONTAINED ABOUT 5IX OR EIGHT ROOMS WHICH COULD BE USED AS
BEDROOMS, PLUS A VERY LARGE KITCHEN-CUM-DININGROOM. ALL ROOMS HAD
SAWN TIMBER FLOORS, BUT NO FLOOR COVERIN3S. THE WALLS WERE CLAD ON
THE OUTSIDE WITH WEATHER BOARDS, BUT THE INTERIOR OF THE ROOMS WERE
LINED WITH VARNISHED TON3UED-AND-ZROVED VEE-JOINTED! PINE BOARDS.,
ABOUT TWOQ INCHES WIDE. A COUFLE OF THE BED-ROOMS HAD FIREPLACES
INSTALLED. BUT THE KITCHEM HAD A VERY LARGE RAN3E, A COUFLE OF
FIREFLACES AMND A LARGE BEICK-OVEN. SIMILAR TO THOSE ONE SEES 1IN OLD
BEAKE-HOUSES .

FURTHEE DOWM THE SAME TRACK., CONTINUING NORTH., ONE WOULD COME
UPON STANFIELD'S HUT. IT WAS OF SLAB CONSTRUCTION, CONSISTING OF TWO
ROOMS. AND AN COPEM VEEAMNDAH. IMN KHEEFPING WITH ALL THE OTHER BUILDINGS,
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IT WAS PAINTED BRICK-RED. IT HAD NO STOVE, BUT A VERY LARGE OPEN
FIREPLACE AT THE END OF THE LIVIN5 ROOM.

ONM THE WESTERN SIDE OF THE HOMESTEAD, AZOUT 15@ YARDS
DISTANT, A SMALL CREEK RAN IN A SOUTH-TO-NORTH DIRECTION. IT HAD BEEW
DAMMED UP, ABOUT 2606 YARDS DOWM-STREAM FROM THE HOUSE TO FORM A
FAIRLY LARGE. AND DEEP., DUCK-POMD. WILD MINT. AND RUSHES GREW IN
FROFUSIOM ALOMG THE CREEK., AND AROUND THE EDGES OF THE POND. AT A
FOINT ON THE CREEK., CLOSEST TD THE HOMESTEAD., A SMALL FOOTBRIDGE HAD
BEEN CONSTRUCTED. IT WAS MADE OF SAWN TIMBER, CAME COMPLETE WITH A
HANDRAIL ON OMNE SIDE. AND ALL PAINTED WHITE. IT WAS THE MEANS OF
CREOSSIMNMG THE CREEEK TO COMPLETE AMOTHER HUNDRED YARDS OF WALKING TO
REACH "THE COTTAGE".

"THE COTTAGE"™ WAS A SIX POOMED BUILDING, WITH AN OFPEN
VERANDAH BACK AMND FRONT. THE BATHROOM AND FPANTRY. WHICH I HAVE
COUNTED AS FROOMS. WERE REALLY EWNCLOSED AREAS ON EITHER END OF THE
BACK VERAMDAH. BUT THEY SERVED THEIR PURPOSE.

IT WAS MADE OF THE UBIQUITOUS WEATHERBOARDS WHICH WERE
PAINTED BRICK-RED, WITH THE CLASSIC SABLE ROOF OF CORRUGATED IRON AND
NO GUTTERIMNG. (THE SNOW WOULD SOON PUT PAID TO ANY GUTTERING WHICH
MAY BE ATTACHED.) THE FOUR ROOMS WERE SET UP TO SERVE AS A HKITCHEN
(COMPLETE WITH BEACOW-LIGHT STOVE)» A DINING ROOM (COMFLETE WITH
RESPECTABELE FIRE-PLACE), AND TWO BEDROOMS. LIKE THE WO'MAN'S5 HUT.
THE INTERIOR WAS LINED WITH THE FOPULAR UVARNISHED,
TONGUED-AND-GROOVED, VEE-JOINTED FINE BOARDS, ABOUT TWO INCHES WIDE.

1T WAS A COSY LITTLE COTTAGE AND IT WAS HERE THAT I SPENT THE
NEXT SEVEN YEARS WITH MUM AMD DAD (AND LATER MY SISTER PAT). WITH
ONLY WVERY OCCASIOMAL BREAKS 1IN THE FORM OF SHORT VISITS TO EITHER
TUMUT-. YASS, RULES POINT OR KIAMDRA.

LIVIMZ 1IN THE COTTASE WAS PERHAPS RATHER SPARTAN BY TODAY'S
STANDARDS, BUT IN THOSE DAYS IT WAS VERY COMFORTABLE., AND FAR EBETTER
THAN WHAT MANY OTHER PEOPLE WERE EXPERIENCING IMN THE CITIES AND EVEN
INM OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. BECAUSE AS I HAYE ALREADY MENTIONED.
THE BlG DEPRESSION WAS IN FULL SWING.

THE COTTAGE DID HAVE ELECTRIC LIGHT WHEN WE FIRST ARRIVED. IT
WAS NOT 240V A.C. BUT 32 ¥ D.C., SUPPLIED FROM A BATTERY LOCATED IN
AN OUTEBUILDIMNG NEAR THE HOMESTEAD. THE BATTERY WAS CHARSED BY A
FETROL DRIVEM. HANDLE-STARTED, SINSLE-CYLINDER., LISTER ENGINE.
DRIVIWG SOME SORT OF A GENERATOR. THIS LUXURY DID MOT LAST TERRIBLY
LONG. APPARENTLY MANAGEMENT OF THE COMPANY HAD A SET OF PRIORITES
WHICH FAVOURED ONE OF ITE MAIN STATIONS, "WAMBLOODK™ (WFAR COOMA>,
BECAUSE THE PULLED THE LIGHTINS PFLANT O0QOUT OF "CURRANGO" AND
RE=-INTALLED IN AT “YJAMBROOK" SOME TIME IN THE VERY EARLY THIRTIES.
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1 HAYE VERY LITTLE RECOLLECTION OF THE DAYS (AND NIGHTS) OF
ELECTRIC LIGHTS, OTHER THAN THAT THERE WERE CORD-OPERATED SWITCHES.
FIXED TO THE CEILIMNG.

KEROSEMNE WAS PURCHASED BY THE FQUR-3ALLON TIN, AND PUMPED 0OUT
OF THE CONTAIMER 1IMTO WHATEVER APPLIAMCE, BY MEANS OF A VERY
INEFFICIENT METAL PUMF WITH A CLAY-MARBLE FOOT VJALVE. THME KEROSENE
WAS ALSO USED FOR CLEAVIN3, STERILISING MINOR WOUNDS, STARTING THE
FIRE WHEN WOOD WAS WET AMD KINDLING SHORT. TREATING COUGHS BY PLATING
A FEY DROPS ON A TEASPOONFULL OF SUSAR AND HOLDIM3 IN THE MOUTH FOR A
FEW MIMUTES BEFORE SWALLOWIN3, ADDIN3 TO THE DOG'S BATHWATER TO KILL

FLEAS, PLUS A HOST OF OTHER MNOM-EELATED THINGS., FAR TO0OO0 NUMEROUS TO
LIST HERE.

THE MAIL SERVICE TO "CURRAN30"., AS IT WAS IN THOSE DAYS 1S
WORTH A MENTIOM. IT ALL CAME VIA TUMUT. ABOUT 68 ROAD-MILES AVAY. IT
WAS CARRIED FROM TUMUT BY A MAIL-CONTRACTOR (USUALLY TOM DUNN) IN A
MOTOR VEHICLE TO A LONELY HOTEL AT RULES POINT. THE HOTEL. AND ITS
ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS FORMED RULES FOINT. THERE WAS NOTHING ELSE
THERE. IT WAS THEN OWNED, OR AT LEAST OPERATED BY, A XINDLY ELDERLY
LADY CALLED ZILLA COOK. MORE ABOUT HER LATER.

THE MAIL WAS BROUGHT TWICE PER WEEK FROM TUMUT. SORTED AT
RULES POINT, AND THEM PUT IN A PRIVATE LEATHER MAIL-BAG FOR
“CURRANMNGO" STATIONM. IT WAS THEN CARRIED THE REMAINING TWELVE MILES TO
"CURRANGO" ON HORSE-BACK., BY ANMOTHER CONTRACTOR CALLED PERCY RUSSEL.
DAD HAD A NICK-NAME FOR HIM, "“PERCY PERSNOOKISS™ OR ' SNOOKISS' FOR
SHORT. 1 DO NOT KMOW THE ORIGIN OF THAT MAME. “SNOO#1S5" DID THE
MAIL-RUM TO "CURRAMNGZO" ONCE PER WEEK (SATURDAYS USUALLY). AND
NATURALLY., MAIL-DAY WAS ONE OF THE MOST LOOKED-FORWARD-TO DAYS OF THE
WEEK. I WAS ALWAYS MOST AMAIOUS TO 3ET MY WEEKLY COPY OF "“CRACKERS"
COMIC. IT WAS AN ENGLISH COMIC, SPORTING A VARIETY OF FICTURE
STORIES, WORD-STORIES AND JOKES. I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THIS COMIC WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR MOST OF MY EARLY BELIEFS THAT ENGLAND WAS THE ONLY
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD., BESIDES AUSTRALIA., WHICH HAD CIVILISED PEOPLE.

ANYWAY., "CEACKERS" CAME EVERY WEEK. WELL ALMOST EVERY WEEK. IT
WAS ONLY OM THOSE ODD OCCASIONS WHEN THE NEWSAGENT IN TUMUT MISSED
POSTING 1T, OR HEAVY SNOW PREVENTED "SNOOKISS" FROM MAKING THE TRIP.
THAT 1 MISSED OUT. IT WAS VERY DISAPPOINTING ON THOSE MAIL-DAYS, BUT

I ALWAYS GOT A DOUBLE ISSUE IN THE FOLLOWING WEEK, WHICH SEEMED TO
MAKE UP FOR 1IT.

WAITING FOR THE MAIL OM MAIL-DAY WAS AN EXCITING EXPERIENCE.
THE ROAD (MORE OF A TRACK REALLY) FROM RULES POINT TO OUR STATION
WANDERED THROUGH THE HILLS., BUT EMERGED FROM THE TIMBER ONTO THE
FROST-PLAIN ("CURRAMNGO"™ PLAIM) ABOUT 5 MILES FROM OUR HOME. IT Was
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POSSIBLE TO SEE, WITH THE MAKED EYE, A HORSEMAN AS A SMALL MOVING
SPECK, AS HE CLEARED THE TIMBER AND BEGAN HIS LONG TREX ACROSS THE
PLAIN, PROVIDED THAT ONE HAD AN ELEVATED VANTAGE FOINT OF COURSE.

oM MAIL-DAYS 1 WOULD COMMEMCE MY VWISIL ON THE TOF OF A SMALL
RISE AT THE REAR OF OUR HOUSE, AND WATCH FOR PERCY'S APPEARANCE. HE
WAS USUALLY VERY REGULAR, BUT 1 SEEMED TO FEEL THAT 1IF 1 STARTED
WATCHING FOR HIM, HE MAY APPEAR QUICKER, AND THUS 1 WOULD GET MY
HANDS OM THOSE PRECIQUS COMICS SOONMER.

FPERCY WAS NOT THE OMNLY MAILMAN. DURING HIS ABSENCE ON
HOLIDAYS OR OTHER COMMITTMENTS., (HE ALSO WORXED 45 & S2ORT OF GROOM AT

THE HOTEL) AN OLD 1IDENTITY MNAMED JACK HANCOCK, (KNOWN AS SOLDIER
JACK) WOULD FILL IM FOR PERCY.

THE COMICS DID MOT SEEM AS 300D WHEN JACK BROU3HT THE MAIL. I
WAS A BIT SCARED OF HIM. HE HAD UNFORTUNATELY BEEN WOUNDED IN WORLD
WAR 1, AND AS A RESULT HAD A STEEL PLATE IM HIS HEAD. HE MUST HAVE
ALS0 SUFFERED BRAIN DAMAGE, BECAUSE HE HAD A SHUFFLIN3G GAIT, a
PERCULIAR STARE 1IN HIS EYES, AND USED TO WALK IN A RATHER WIDE ARC
INSTEAD OF A STRAIGHT LINE WHEM HE MADE HIS WAY TOWARDS ANY
OBJECTIVE. HE WAS ALSOD KNOWN FOR THROWING FITS., ALTHOU3Y 1 NEVER EVER
S5AW OME OF THESE THAYMM SO0ODNESS.

530ING BACK TO ZILLA COOK. ZILLA WAS A VERY LARGE WOMAN WITH
A VERY PROMIMENT BOSOM. HER AGE THEM WOULD HAVE BEEM AROUND &8. SHE
WaAS ALWJAYS VERY FRIENDLY AND HOSPITABLE. BUT IN MY MEMORY SHE LACKED
PERSONAL APPEAL. SHE ALWAYS WORE LONG DRESSES WHICH REACHED THE
GROUMD. IT COULD WELL HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE SAME DRESS A5 I DO NOT
RECALL EVER SEEING HER Im AMYTHING ELSE DURING THE MANY VISITS WE
MADE TO THE HOTEL. THE DRESS WAS ALWAYS BLACK AND SHINY ANL ONE COULD
ALWAYS SEE THE TOES OF HER BLACK BOOTS PROTRUDING FROM BENEATH THE
DRESS AS SHE WALKED ABOUT.

INn HER FAVOURITE POSITION., OF RELAXATION, SHE WOULD ALWAYS
CLAPS HER HANDS TOSETHER BENEATH HER LOW SLUNSG BOSOM., LIFT THE FLESHY
MASS UPWARDS., AWD THEN CONTENTEDLY TWIRL HER THUMBS. ONME OVER THE
OTHER IN REPETITIVE CIRCLES WHILE SHE TALKED. DURING PERIODS OF
LISTENING TO ANOTHER PERSON TALKING., SHE WOULD REGULARLY MUTTER "“OH
FANCY!"™ AS A FORM OF ACKNOWLEDSEMENT WITH INTEREST. AND STILL TWIEL
HER THUMES.

ALTHOUGH 1 DID NOT XNOW THE REASON FOR IT AT THE TIME, ZILLA
ALWAYS SEEMS TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A DISAGREEABLE SMELL. I REMEMBER
COMPLAINING TO MY MOTHER ABOUT IT AT TIMES BUT I WAS ALWAYS
"“"SHOOSHED". EVENTUALLY I SOMEHOW FOUND OUT THAT ZILLA SUFFERED FROM
SOME URINARY MALFUNCTIOWN., AND IT WAS A DRY PIDDLEY ODOUR WHICH
PERMEATED HER CLOTHES AND TO A LESSER EXTENT, THE ENTIRE HOTEL.
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ZILLA HAD AN ELDER SISTER, MRS. BRUCE WHO ALSO LIVED AT THE
HOTEL. 1 THINK MRES. BRUCE ASSISTED IN THE KITCHEN WITH THE COOKING.
SHE WAS A LITTLE FRAIL WOMAN WHO DREESSED THE SAME A5 HER SISTER, BUT
FROM MEMORY HAD NO DISTINCTIVE SMELLS. THE FOOD WHICH WAS PROVIDED
FOR THE HOTEL GUESTS WAS REAL HOME-STYLE CUISINE. THEY ALWAYS SERVED
A THEEE-COURSE MEAL. AND THE SOUP WAS ALWAYS THE SAME. UNCHARITABLE
PATRONS REFERRED TO IT AS "COOKIES DISH-CLOTH SOUP"™ IN ALLUSION TO
ITS FLAVOUR WHICH REALLY DID RESEMBELE WHAT ONE WOULD IMAGINE BOILED
MOULDY DISH-CLOTHS TO TASTE LIKE. HOWEVER IT WaS THE BEST TUCKER

WITHIN A RADIUE OF AT LEAST 1% MILE:. THE PUB AT KIANDRA WAS ABOUT L%
MILES AWAY.

WE OFTEN WENT TO RULES POINT. FREQUENTLY WE STAYED
OVER-NIGHT. APART FROM WHEN ATTENDING THE THE ANNUAL RULES POINT
SFORTS., A PRIMARILY HORSE DOMIMNATED FUNCTION. WE ALSO USED TO

STOP-OVER AT THE HOTEL ON THE FEW OCCASIONS WE MADE THE MARATHON
JOURMEY TO TUMUT.

OUR TRANSFPORT FROM “CURRANGO"™ WAS USUALLY BY HORSE AND
SULKY., ALTHOUGH THERE WERE S50ME OCCASIONS WHEN WE ABLE TO TRAVEL IN A
MOTOR-CAR OWNED BY EITHER UMNCLE TED, OR OTHER STATION VISITORS OR
EMPLOYEES. THE ANNUAL SPORTS DAY WAS REALLY BI3 STUFF TO THE
RESIDEMTS OF THE DISTRICT. IT EVEN ATTRACTED PEOPLE FROM AS FAR AWAY
AS TUMUT. THE MIGHT WAS ALWAYS DEVOTED TO A DANCE IN A SHED (OR 1IT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN A HALL)D WITH MUSIC PROVIDED EY ACCORDEONS,
COMNCERTINAS, VIOLINS AND I THINK THERE WAS AN OUT-0F-TUNE PIANO IN
THE ROOM. PLEMTY OF BOOZE DURINGS THE DAY USUALLY PRECIPITATED A BOUT
OF FISTICUFFE DURIMNG THE DANCE. BUT THAT WAS ABOUT AS VIDLENT AS
THIMGS EVER BECAME.

SQOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO REGULARLY ATTENDED THE S5PORTS WERE
COLOURFUL IDENTITIES FROM THE MOMARO DISTRICT. SOME OF THEM ARE
WORTHY OF IMCLUSION IN THIS SO-CALLED HISTORY.

JACK SPRING (ALTHOUGH I BELIEVE HIS TRUE MAME WAS DAVE
COLLISON) WAS PERHAPS ONE OF THE BEST-KNOWN IDEMTITIES AT THE TIME.
HE WAS A BATCHELOR ¢ I THINK ) WHO SORT OF APPEARED OUT OF NOWHERE
WHEM YOU LEAST EXPECTED HIM. HE DID ANY TYPE OF WORK THAT WAS
OFFERING, BUT IN MY RECOLLECTION HE ALWAYS SEEMD TO BE FREE, TALKING
TO PEOPLE, TELLINS ANECDOTES, (MOSTLY GHOST STORIES) AND THEN
DISAPPEARING FOR MONTHS ON END. HE DID DO SOME RABEIT TRAPPING AND

FOX AND KANGARCO HUNTING. HE MADE SOME MONEY FREOM THE SALE OF THEIR
PELTS .

HIS GHOST STORIES, AND SNAKE STORIES WERE HORRIFIC. THEY WERE
ALL FROM FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE, AMD INVOLVED SOME OF THE MOST BIZARRE
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CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ! FREQUENTLY HAD BAD DREAMS FOR MANY NIGHTS AFTER
BEING IN HIS AUDIENCE. MOST OF HIS SGHOST STORIES INVOLVED THE
APPARITION BLOWING ITS COLD WHISTLING BREATH ON THE BACK OF HIS NECK.
WHILE ITS CLAMMY HANDS RESTED ON HIS SHOULDERS. USUALLY THIS HAPPENED
WHEN HE WAS OCCUPIED SETTING A TRAP WHILST HKNEELING DOWN BY A
KERQSEME LANTERN LIGHT, MILES OUT IN THE SWAMPS AROUND "CURRANGO"
CREEK. IM SOME CASES, THE APPARITION HAD ACTUALLY PICKED UP HIS
LANTERM AND RAN AVAY WITH IT, LEAVING HIM IN THE DARK TO FUMBLE HIS
WAY BACK TO HIS TENT, ONLY TO FIND THAT THE "GHOST" HAD GOT BACK TO
THE TENT FIRST AND LEFT HIS LANTERN THERE FOR HIM, STILL ALIGHT. REAL
SPOOKY STUFF FOR A FELLOY OF MY 7E, AND NO DOUBT COMPLETE LIES
FABRICATED 0N THE SPUR OF THE MOYENT.

HIS SNAKE STORIES ALS0O WERE SIMILAR AND THEY MOSTLY INVOLVED
LARGE TIGER SNAKES. IN HIS CaMP BED, BUT SOMEHOW HE WAS NEVER
BITTEN.

BILL STANFIELD WAS A LITTLE STUMPY FELLOW, WAO LIKE JACK
SPRING, WOULD APPEAR REGULARLY WITHOUT WARNING, AND TAXE UP RESIDENCE
IN A S5SMALL HUT SOME DISTANCE FROM THE MAIN SHEARER'S HdUT. IT WAS OF
COURSE ALWAYS EEFEREED TO AS BILL STANFIELD'S HUT, EVEN THOUGH HE HAD
NO OWHERSHIP RIGHTS OF IT. HIS QCCUPATION WaS5 SIMILAR TO THAT OF MOST
OF THE OTHER ITINERANTS WHO CAME TO THE STATION. THAT 1S5 HE LIVED OFF
THE LAWMD (RABEIT TRAPPING, OR THE FUR TRADE) DUING THE SUITABLE
S5EASON, BUT I THINK HE DREW THE DOLE DURING THE WINTER BECAUSE HE WAS
OME OF THE MANY WHO USE TO WEAR THE CLASSIC "DOLEY'" CLOTHES.

BILL WAS A VERY G00D COOQOK. AND A VERY KIND AND THOUGHTFUL MAN
INTO THE BARGAIN. ONCE WHEW MY MOTHER WAS ILL IN BED WITH EITHER A
COLD OR A SPRAIMED ANKLE. HE MADE A SPECIAL DISH FROM A HARE HE HAD
CAUGHT. AFTER PREFPARINMNG IT IN HIS OWN SPECIAL WAY IN A BILLY-CAN HE
BROUGHT IT TO OUR HOUSE FOR OUR DIMMER. 1T WAS A MOST DELICIOUS BIT
OF HOME-COOKED GAME I HAD EVER EATEN. BILL WAS OF DISTANT CHINESE
DESCENT AND HAD NO DOUBT ACQUIRED SOME OF HIS ANCESTOR'S COOKING
ABILITIES. WE RAVED OVER HIS SPECIALITY FOR MAMY WEEKS. IT HAD BEEN
FREPARED IN A LAYER CONFIGURATION IN THE BILLY-CAN. THE BOTTOM OF THE
CAN HAD A LAYER 0OF CHOPPED VESETAELES UPON WHICH WAS PLACED A LAYER
OF THE HARE'S FLESH, UPOM WHICH WAS PLACED A FURTHER LAYER OF CHOPPED
VESETABLES. THIS CONTINUED UNTIL THE BILLY WAS FULL. THEN THE LID WAS
JAMMED ON AND THE WHOLE THING WAS THENM SIMMERED SLOWLY OVER HIS
OPEN-FIRE, WITH HIS SPECIAL SAUCES ADDED AT CRITICAL TIMES THROUGHOUT
THE COOKING PROCESS.

ANOTHEE IDENTITY WAS TED CULGAN. HE WAS ANOTHER ELDERLY
ITINERANT WHO CAME AND WENT AS THE WORK AVAILABILITY FLOWED AND
EBBED. HE DID A BIT OF DROVING. RAEBITING. OR ANY WORK WHICH HAPFENED
TO BE OFFERING. TED'S ONLY OUTSTANDING ATTRIBUTE WAS HIS5 ABILITY TO
SKITE. HE FANCIED HIMSELF AS A STRONG MAM. AND ALTHOUGH I NEVER SAW



EXTEACT FOR KLAUS HUENEKE. PAGE 8

ANY FRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF HIS STRENGTH. I MANY TIMES HEARD HIM
BOASTING OF HIS TRIUMPHS OVER WEAKER PEOPLE. ONE WAS HOW HE WAS BEING
G0ADED BY A YOUNGER MAN WHO WAS SHOWING OFF BY LIFTING A LARGE COIL
OF FENCING 1IN EACH HAND DURING THE LOADIN3 OF A BULLOCK WAGGON. TED
NOT WISHING TO MAKE A BI3 ISSUE OF IT WAS QUIETLY LIFTING TWO SIMILAR
COILS 1IN EACH HAMND. HE CLAIMS HE COULD HAVE DONE THREE IN EACH HAND.
HAD THE NEED AROSE !

BULLOCK WAGGOMS WERE OFTEN USED FOR BRINGING THE SUPPLIES TO
THE STATION. THE WINTER STORES FROM TUMUT AND LARGE CONSIGNMENTS OF
BUILDING MATERIALS WERE THE MAINM CARS0 FOR THIS MODE OF TRANSPORT.

ONME OF THE TEAM DRIVERS WAS A PART CHINESE GENT CALLED TOMMY
YAM. HE WAS ONE OF A FAMILY WHO LIVED AT KIANDRA, FROM WHERE HE
CONDUCTED HIS BUSINESS. WHILST HE MAY HAVE POSSESSED THE CLASSICAL
VOCABULARY OF THE "BULLOCKIE"™ I CANNOT RECALL HIM EVER USING IT. ONE
THIMNG HE WAS PARTICULARLY G00D AT WAS USING HIS BULLOCK WHIP. DURING
THE TREK ACROSS CURRANGO PLAIN, HIS TEAM WOULD FLUSH QUAIL FROM THE
LONG GRASS A5 THEY HAULED THEIR LOAD. WITH A FLICK OF HIS WHIP HE
COULD BRING DOWN THESE SMALL BIRDS FROM THEIR FLIGHT. HE ATE THEM OF
COURSE. IT WAS MOT JUST FOR SPORT THAT HE DID IT.

THIS HISTORY WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT MENTION BEINS
MADE OF MICK CHALKER. MICK WAS A NOMADIC DINGO-TRAFPER, OFE "DOG-MAN"
AS THEY WERE OFTEN CALLED 1IN THOSE DAYS. HE MAY HAVE HAD ANOTHER
SOURCE OF INCOME, BUT I WAS ONLY EVER AWARE OF HIM MAKING A LIVING
FROM THE EBOUNTY PAID FOR A DEAD DINGO0. HE OFTEN CAME TO THE STATION
AND PUT UP FOR A FEW NIGHTS., OR EVEN WEEKS, IN THE SHEARER'S HUT.

HE TRAVELLED OF HORSE-BACK, WITH A PACK-HORSE BY HIS5 SIDE
WHICH CARRIED H1S "TOOLS"™ OF TRADE, H1S S5WAG, AND HIS5 TENT. HIS5 TOOLS
0O TRADE WERE HIS DINGO TRAPS. LARSE JAWED METAL MONSTERS THEY WERE
TO0., WITH TEETH FORMED BY STEEL SPIKES., WELDED TO THE JAWS TO ENSURE
THAT ANY POOR DINGO» UNLUCKY ENOUGH TO BE TRAPPED, HAD NO CHANCE OF
PULLING HIS FOOT FROM THE JAWS. IF EVER THERE WAS A CASE FOR
ATTENTION BY THE R.S.P.C.A. HERE WAS A READY MADE ONE WHICH THEY MUST
SURELY WIN. ANYWAY., MICK WOULD TURN UF WITH HIS RIG AND SET UP CAMP
IN THE HUT FOR A FEW NI3HTS, WHILE HE "WORKED OVER"™ THE DISTRICT FOR
DINGOES.

TO ATTRACT DINGOES TO HIS BURIED TRAPS, MICK USED S0OME RATHER
UMIQUE METHODS, AND MATERIALS. ONE OF HIS POPULAR DECOYS WAS DOMESTIC
DOG DROPPINGS. HE WOULD SATHER MICE FRESH STOOLS FROM ARQUND THE DOG
KENNELS., POP THEM IN A JUTE SUCSAR-BAG AND CARRY THEM FOR MILES TO THE
SITES OF HIS TRAPS. HERE HE WOULD PLACE THEM AT STRATEGIC POINTS
ARQUND THE "SET"., AWND ANY DINGO WHICH CAME SNIFFING AROUND. STOOD A
PRETTY GOOD CHANCE OF PUTTING HIS FOOT ON THE HAIR-TRIGGERED PLATE OF
THE BURIED TRAP..... CRASH!
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AMOTHEF MOQST EFFECTIVE DECOY WAS IN-SEASON BITCH URINE. THERE
WAS A SPECIAL CASE oOm THE STATION WHICH HAD BEEM CONSTRUCTED
SPECIALLY FOE CATCHING THIS SPECIAL FLUID. IT WAS SOMETHING LIKE A
BIRD-CAGE, CROSSED WITH A DOG-KENNEL., WHICH HAD A TIN FLOOR WITH
SPECIAL PLUMBING DRAINS. AMNY ESTRUOQUS BITCH WA0 HAPPENED ALONG COULD
SET SHUT UP IM THIS FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS. AND HEL. URINL CAUGHT 1IN A
BOTTLE PLACED AT THE FOCAL POINT OF ALL THE DRAINS. MICH OFTEN USED
THIS FACILITY TO REPLEMISH HIS SUFPLY WHICH WAS CARRIED IN A BOTTLE.
IN A SLING ON EITHER HIS PACK-HORSE., OR HIS MOUNT. THIS DELIGHTFUL
FLUID WAS THEN SPRIMKLED., SPARINGLY AND OF COURSE., JUDICIOQUSLY AROUND
THE TRAP SITES., AGAIN TO ATTRACT THE POOR OLD DIMGO.

1 BELIEVE HE WAS A MOS5ST SUCCESSFUL "DOG-MAN" AND WAS VERY
WELL KNOWK IM THE MOMARO HIGHLANDS. IT MUST SURELY GO WITHOUT SAYING.
THAT THE DECOY MATERIAL WHICH MICK CARRIED. ENHANCED HIS
INDIVIDUALITY. DOWNWIND OF MICK WAS MOT THE BEST PLACE TO BE AT ANY
TIME LEAST OF ALL ON A WARM HUMID DAY. TO WATCH MICK KNEADING A
DAMPER FOR HIS EVEMNIMG MEAL OE WITNESS HIM DEVOURING A CAN OF CORNED
BEEF, WAS AN EXPERIENCE EASILY REMEMBERED. HIS HABITS WITH SO0AP AND
WATER WERE MOT AS WELL DEVELOPED AS OTHER PEOFLE I KNEW. AND THE FACT
THAT HE DID NOT USE TONGS TO EXTEACT THE DOG S5TOOLS FROM THE BAG AND
DID USE HIS HANDS TO WIPE THE DRIBBELES FROM THE NECK OF THE URINE
BOTTLE., ALL TENDED TO COOL ANY DESIRE TO SEEK A EIGHT OF HIS
BULLY-BEEF OR HOME-MADE DAMPEER.

DAD WAS ACTUALLY PAID FOR HIS WORK LOOKING AFTER THE STOCK
DURING THE "ADJISTMEMNT" PERIOD. HE ALSO GAINED SOME INCOYE ACTING AS
GUIDE FOR VISITING DOCTORS (MOSTLY FROM MACQUARIE ST) WHO CAME TO
"CURRANGO0"™ TO FISH FOR TROUT DURING THE OFEN SEASON. HE USED TO TAKE
THEM OUT IN FISHING PARTIES OM HORSEBACK, TO FISH IN THE SMALL
STREAMS WHICH FED "CURRAMNGO" CREEK AND THE MURRUMBIDGEE RIVER.

THE DOCTORS WERE PROVIDED WITH LODZINGS AND MEALS AT THE
STATION HOMESTEAD WHICH WAS USUALLY OCCUPIED AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR
BY MY UNCLE TED AND AUNT NELL BEASSIL. THEY ALS5S0 EMPLOYED A SMALL
SERVICE STAFF; A COOK. A MAID., AND A HOUSE-BOY OR TWO TO ASSIST 1IN
LOOKING AFTER THE DOCTORS. IT WAS QUITE A TIME DURING THE FISHING
SEASON WITH THE DOCTORS (AND OTHER VIP BUSINESSMEN) &HO MADE UP THE
FISHING SEASON VISITORS.

SOME OF THE DOCTORS., WHOSE MNAMES I REMEMBER. WERE DR.
HOLMES=-A'COURT., DRE. LINDEEMAN. & DR. MARTIN. THEY WERE REGULARS WHOM
I GOT TO KNOW WELL, AND I REMEMBER THEM OCCASIONALY SIVING ME THE
ONCE OQOVER AS A SORT OF MEDICAL CHECK (A FREEBY) FOR THE “LITTLE BOY
LIVING 1IN THE BUSH WHO HAD WNEVER BEEN TO A DOCTOR BCAUSE HE DID NOT
SET SICK"™. 1 THINK IT WAS MORE LIKELY THAT I WAS A LITTLE BOY WHO DID
NOT GET S5ICK BECAUSE 1 HAD NEVER BEEN TO SEE A DOCTOR!
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COLONEL HILMER-SMITH WAS ONE MNAME WAICH STICKS PRETTY CLEARLY
IN MY MIND. HE WAS A BUSINESSE MAN., HOLDING DOWN A VERY SENIOR
POSITION IN THE COMMONWEALTH BANK. IT WAS HIS WIFE WHO SENT HE A
FOOTBALL JUMPER AFTER RETURNING TO HER HOME IN SYDNEY. IT SEEMS THAT
I HAD SPECIFICALLY REGUESTED OMNE OF THESE WHEN SHE ONCE ASKED ME WHAT
1 WOULD LIKE TO HAVE MOST OF ALL. IT WAS AN ORANGE AND BLACK STRIPED
FOOTBALL JUMPER. 1T SURE PLEASED THE EYE OF A THREE-YEAR-OLD. HEAVEN
KMOWS WHY IT APEALED TO ME, BECAUSE I aM SURE THAT 1 HAD MEVER EVER
SEEN A FOOTBALL GAME AT THIS TIME OF MY LIFE!

BEINS THE ONLY CHILD IM THE AREA AT THAT TIME, I SUESS I WAS
SOMEWHAT SPOILT BY BOTH THE VISITORS AND THE STAFF MEMBERS WHO WORKED
0w THE STATIOM. 1 RECEIVED LOTS OF PRESENTS (SOME OF THEM RELATIVELY
EXPENSIVE) THROUGHOUT THE YEARS. ONE OF THEM Wa5 A TRICYCLE WHICH 1
USED UMNTIL I WAS l# YEARS OLD. IT WAS SIVEN TO ME BY AN ELDERLY
BOOK-KEEPER, ME. LISCOMBE. HE BROUGHT IT ALL THE WAY FROM SYDNEY BY
TRAIN., AND MAIL-CAR., TO THE STATION. HE HAD A NICKNAME FOR MEe«+s s
SAMMY. 1 DO NOT KHNOW THE ORIGIMN OQF IT.

THESE PRESENTS WERE MOST PROBABLY PROMPTED BY A FEELING OF
SYMPATHY IN THOSE WHO PROVIDED THEM. ON THE FACE OF IT I GUESS I DID
PRESENT SOMETHING OF A MISERABLE PICTURE OF A CHILD. HERE I WAS &@
MILES FROM CIVILISATION., NO CHILDREM WITH WAOM TO PLAY (OR FIGHT).,
ASSOCIATING WITH ADULTS ONLY. AND VERY LITTLE IN THE WAY OF TOYS OF
THE TYPE TOWN OR CITY KIDS KMEW. LITTLE DID THEY KNOW THAT I WAS VERY
HAPPY AND HAD NO YEARNIN3S FOR THE GOODIES OF THIS WORLD THAT I HAD
NEVER SEEM AMNYWAY. OME THING WHICH PROBABLY CLINCHED A DEAL AT 0ONE
S5TAGE WAS A TOY WHICH DAD HAD MADE FOR ME.

I HAD A MUSICAL EAFR. AND COULD SING SONGS MY PARENTS TAUGHT
ME. ALONG WITH THOSE SOMGS WHICH I HAD HEARD 04 Al OLD T8 R.F.M.
SRAMOPHONE WHICH AUNT NELL WOULD OCCASIONALLY PLAY AT THE MAIN
HOMESTEAD. I WAS FASCINATED BY THIS MACHINE, OR REXONOLA AS IT WAS
CALLED BY ITS MANUFACTURER. 1 APPARENTLY ASKED MY PARENTS IF I COULD
HAVE ONE. BUT I 3UESS THAT MONEY PREVENTED ANY PURCHASE AT THAT TIME.
DAD DID THE NEXT BEST THING. HE MADE ME ONE.

IT WAS NOT A PROPER MACHINE OF COURSE., BUT A {"MAKE-BELIEVE"
ONE WHICH HE FASHIONED OUT OF A USED SHEEP DRENCH TIN, AND SOME BRBITS
OF WwWOOD aAND IROM. IT WAS A GO00OD REPLICA OF A GRAMOPHONE, COMPLETE
WITH A METAL DISC WHICH PASSED FOR A RECORD. (THIS WAS ACTUALLY THE
THIN CIRCULAR TIN SEAL FROM A TOBACCO TIN., WITH A HOLE PUNCHED IN THE
CENTRE). IT SAT ON A THING LIKE A WOODEN TURNTABLE, WHICH HAD A LARGE
NAIL FOR A SPINDLE. THE DEVICE DID NOT MOVE IN ANY WAY, BUT IT HAD A
CRANK HANDLE PROTRUDIMNG FROM THE MAIY BODY. MADE OUT OF HEAVY GAUGE
WIRE. IT WAS THIS HANDLE, WHICH BROUGHT THE THING CLOSE TO REALITY. 1l
WOULD TURM THE HANDLE AMND DO THE SINGING MYSELF. FAST TEMFO S50NGS
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DEMANDED A FASTER RATE OF HANDLE TURNING THAN DID A SLOW TEHPEIEDN?}

THE WHOLE THING WAS A HIGHLY SATISFACTORY FHDiEcTéuﬁDIT ngELTEU e
VISITORE. !

GIVE ME LOTS OF FUN PERFORMING FOR THE

ERGUP OF THEM DOBBING IN AND SIVING MY PARENTS ﬁ sUM OF MONEY WITd

WHICH TO BUY ME MY OWN REAL TRUE LIFE "REXONOLA" «

A4S 1T TURNED OUT., 1T WAS NOT A “REXONOLA'" WHICH 1 HECEIUED OoN
OUR NEXT TRIP TO TUMUT. BUT A “PERFECTOPORT". A FINE PORTABLE UNIT,
IN A POLISHED WOODEN BOX. WE ALSO GOT SOME RECORDS, OF SONGS THAT 1
HAD NEVER HEARD BEFORE. IT OPENED UP A NEW WORLD OF MUSICAL EULTUHE
FOR ME. THE VOICES OF MAURICE CHEVALIER SINGING “SWEET LOUISE : AND
SOME OTHER ARTIST WHOSE MAME 1 FORGET. SINGING A SONG WHICH HAD WORDS
LIKE "1'M TELLIMG THE BIRDS, TELLING THE BEES. TELLINS THE FLOWERS,
TELLING THE TREES, THAT 1 LOVE YOU", WITH NO OTHER EFFORT ON MY PART
BUT TO WIND IT UP OCCASIONALLY., WAS REAL BI1G TIME.

AUNT WNELL ACTUALLY GAVE ME HER COPIES OF “THERE 'AINT NO
SEMSE, SITTING ON A FENCE", AND "MOOMLISHT AND ROSES". BECAUSE THEY
WERE THE TWO MAIN FEATURE SONGS WHICH I HAD PREVIOUSLY "PLAYED" ON MY
HOME-MADE "REXONOLA".

RADIO, OR WIRELESS AS IT WAS CALLED Inm THOSE DAYS., DID NOT
PLAY A VERY SREAT PART IN OUR LIVES AT "CURRANGO'". AUNT NELL HAD SOME
TYPE OF A RECEIVER AT THE HOMESTEAD. IT WAS CAPABLE OF DRIVING A
LOUDSPEAKER IF SIGMALS WERE STRONG, BUT USUALLY THE LISTENER WAS
CONFINED TO USING "“EAR-PHONES". (WE CALL THEM HEAD-PHONES NOW).

FOR SOME REASON., I ALWAYS CALLED THIS WIRELESS "BIG GINGER".
I DON'T KNOW THE REASON, BUT THE NAME STUCK. I WAS ALWAYS5 A BIT
SCARED OF TH!S SET, AS ! FELT UMNDER SOME SORT OF A THREAT IF THE
"EAR-PHOMES" WERE CLAMPED ON MY HEAD. I PREFERRED TO LISTEN ON THE
SPEAKER, WHICH WAS MOUNTED IN THE CLASSICAL CIRCULAR HOUSING WITH A
FAN PATTERNED ACCOUSTICAL APERTURE AND SRILLE.

ONE COMMON EXPRESSION OF THAT ERA WHICH STILL REMAINS VERY
CLEARLY 1IN MY MIND IS "WIRELESS TIME". CLOCKS AIJD WATCHES WERE
USUALLY SET BY GUESS IF MO WIRELESS WAS AVAILABLE, BUT OFTEN WHEN
SOMEBODY FROM A NEIGHBOURING DISTRICT RODE IN TO THE STATION AND
BROUGHT “WIRELESS TIME" ON THEIR TIME PIECE, THEN EVERYBODY SET THEIR
CLOCKS AND WATCHES TO THE FRESHLY ARRIVED " WIRELESS TIME". THIS

SETTING HAD TO CARRY US THROUGH UNTIL THE NEXT ARRIVAL CAME WITH
ACCURATE TIME.

THERE WERE SOME BREAKS IN MY SEGGREGATION FROM OTHER KIDS
BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE PHILLIPS FaMILY. THEY WERE A FAMILY OF FIVE.
JIM, THE HUSBAND., VERA. THE WIFE. AND THREE CHILDREN., BILL., ROY AND
MILLY. THE HUSBAND WAS A RABBITER, WHO WOULD MOVE AROUND THAT PART OF
THE STATE MAKING A LIVING BY CATCHINS RABBITS AND SELLING THEIR
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SKINS. IT WAS NOT A LUCRATIVE LIVING, BUT AT LEAST HE OWNED A CAR
WHICH WAS NOT BAD FOR THAT PERIOD. THEY WOULD OCCUPY THE SHEARER'S
HUT FOR THE DURATION OF THEIR STAY (1 PRESUME THEY GOT IT RENT FREE)
IN THE NMON-SHEARING PERIOD. THE PHILLIPS FAMILY WAS NOT WELL-KNOWN
FOR PERSOMAL HYGIENE.

I RECALL PLAYING WITH THE THREE PHILLIPS CHILDREN ONE DAY AND
WE WENT INTO ONE OF THE PRESUMABLY UNOCCUFIED ROOMS. THE FLOOR WAS
DAMF WITH URINE., AND LUMPFS OF HUMAM FECAL MATTER WERE DOTTED AROUND
THE ROOM. IT WAS CLEAR., EVEN TO MY THEN-INNOCENT MIND, THAT THE COLD
WALK TO THE OUTSIDE DUNNY (PIT-TYPE), DURING THE CHILLY MOUNTAIN
NIGHTS HAD BEEM AVOIDED BY THE FAMILY. BY SIMPLY DOING THEIR BUSINESS
IN THE E00M MEXT ALONS THE VERANDAH FROM THEIR BEDROOM.

NEEDLESS TO SAY., I TOLD MY PARENTS OF MY DISCOVERY. AND THEY
WERE IMNCLINED TO DISBELIEVE ME. AND ASKED ME TO EXPLAIN HOW 1 KNEW
WHAT IT WAS THAT WAS ON THE FLOOF. I WAS ABLE TO TRUTHFULLY REPORT
THAT 1 HAD PLACED BY BARE FOOT IN ONE OF THE PULDDLES, AND WAS TOLD BY
ROY, WHO HAD A SLIGHT IMPEDIMENT IN HIS SPEECH., THAT I <AS "STANDING
IN MUMMY'S FEE.'" HE ALWAYS PRONOUMCED PEES AS EFFS !

ONE EXPERIENCE WHICH I STILL VIVIDLY REMEMBER.RELATES TO AN
INCIDENT IN WHICH MY MOTHER THOUGHT I HAD BEEN BITTEN BY A SNAKE.
SNAKES WERE PRETTY PREVALENT ON "CURRANGO"., AND ONE PARTICULAR
SPECIES, KNOWN LOCALLY AS THE COPPERHEAD (BECAUSE OF AN APPARENT
COPPER COLOUR WHICH WAS WVISIBLE UNDER THE SCALES OF THEIR HEADS)
SEEMED TO BE THE MOST COMMON. ALONG WITH THE BROWNS AND BLACKS.

I HAD BEEN PLAYING ON MY TRICYCLE UP AT A SMALL WATER COURSE
WHICH FED OUR COTTAGE "RESERVOIR" OF DOMESTIC WATER. SOME BEASTIE
CRAWLING IN THE GRASS STUNG ME ON THE FINGER WHEN I HAPPEND TO FALL
OFF THE TRICYCLE. I RACED OFF HOME YELLING AND SCREAMING THAT
SOMETHING HAD BITTEMN ME, AND OF COURSE MUM HAD TO ASSUME THE WORST...
IT COULD HAVE BEEN A SMNAKE!

AT THE TIME I ARRIVED HOME, TOM TAYLOR WAS PAYING A VISIT,
AND DRINKING A CUP OF TEA IN THE DINING ROOM. HE IMMEDIATELY RACED TO
THE SCENE OF THE CRIME, BUT COULD FIND NO SIGN OF ANY SNAKE. HE
RETURMNED TO0 THE HOUSE TO SEE IF HE COULD DO ANYTHING, AND BY THIS
TIME I HAD STARTED TO GET ALL BLOTCHY WITH LARSE HIVES ALL OVER MY
BODY, MY EYES WERE PUFFING UP, AND MY THROAT WAS BECOMING CONSTRICTED
WITH THE HIVES. THE PANIC WAS ON. DAD WAS OUT WORKING ON THE PADDOCK
SOMEWHERE, AND MY DESTINY WAS IM THE HANDS OF MUM & TOM.

APFARENMTLY TOM HAD HEARD SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE THAT
NICOTINE RUBBED INTO SITE OF A SNAKE-BITE WAS BETTER THAN NOTHING. HE
SUGGESTED TO MUM., AND SHE AGREED THAT HE GIVE IT A GO. HE OUT WITH
HIS TRUSTY POCKET-KNIFE AND LANCED THE AREA OF THE BITE ON MY FINGER.
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IT HAD ONLY ONE PUMCTURE MARK INSTEAD 9F THE TW0 WHICA ONE WOULD
EXPECT FROM A SNAKE. ...+ BUT 1T MIGHT HAVE BEEN AN ELDERLY SNAKE W40
HAD LOST A FANG!. THIS PROCEDURE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MY YELLING AND
SCREAMING., WHICH BY THIS TIME HAD BECOME A BIT MUFFLED AND DISTORTED
DUE TO THE BLOCKAGE IN MY THROAT CAUSD BY THE HIVES. TOM THEN
UNSCREWED HIS TWO0 SECTION CIGARETTE HOLDER, REMOVED SOME OF THE
ACCUMULATED TAR/NICOTIMNE FROM 1ITS INNARDS, AND INSERTED THIS
VEGEMITE-LIKE SUBSTANCE INTO THE OPEMN WOUND ON MY FINGER.

THE FACT THAT 1 AM TELLINS THE STORY., IS5 LIVING TESTIMONY TO
TOM TAYLOR'S LIFE-SAVING ATTEMPT 1IN RATHER TISHT CIRCUMSTANCES. OR IT
COULD WELL BE JUST LUCK THAT WHAT HAD ACTUALLY BITTEN ME WAS A NASTY
LITTLE CREATURE WHO INHABITED THE MONARO HIGHLANDS, CALLED LOCALLY A
“"JUMPERE-ANT". THEY ARE AGRESSIVE LITTLE BLIGHTERS, ABOUT TEN TO
TJELVE MILLIMETERS LOM3., WITH A BLACK BODY AND LEGS, SPORTING TWO
BRIGHT ORAMNZE ANTENNAE, AND CARRYIMG A POTENT STING IN THEIR ABDOMEN.
ALTHOUGH WE DID NOT KNOW IT AT THE TIME. I HAPPENED TO BE VIOLENTLY
ALLERGIC TO THEIR VEMOM. IT WAS NOT UNTIL LATER, AND THERE WERE MANY
LATER INSTANCES OF ME GETTING STUN3 BY THESE ROTTERS, THAT WE
REALISED WHAT IT WAS THAT HAD MOEBLED ME ON THAT DAY. THE SYMPTOMS
WERE ALWAYS IDENTICAL.... AND TO ME, VERY DISTRESSING. TOM'S “CURE"Y
PROBABLY DID NOT FIX ME, BUT IT CERTAINLY HAD WO SIDE EFFECTS. THE
HIVES AND SWELLINGS ABATED AFTER A FEW HOURS, AND BY THE TIME DAD
ARRIVED HOME, THE CRISIS WAS ALL OVER. I STILL HAVE A LITTLE SCAR TO
REMIND ME OF THAT SCARY DAY OF 54 YEARS AGO.

COMMUMICATION WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD WAS MOSTLY AVAILABLE BY
PARTY LINE TELEPHOMNE. THERE WAS A LINE TO THE ADAMINAEY EAXCHANGE AND
AMNOTHER TO YARRANGOBILLY. ALTHOUSH BOTH OF THESE PLACES WERE ONLY
EIGHTEEN MILES AWAY (IM DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS OF COURSE) IT SEEMED TO
ME THAT THEY COULD HAVE WELL BEEN IN ANOTHER PART OF THE GALAXY.

THE PARTY-LINE SYSTEM WAS PRETTY MUCH UNIVERSAL FOR THE
COUNTRY AREAS. SEVERAL SUBSCRIBERS (IN SOME CASES, WELL OVER THE
DOZEN) HAD THEIR TELEPHONES ALL CONMNMECTED TO A SINGLE WIRE LINE WHICH
SNAKED OUT THROUGH THE BUSH, OR SPURRED OFF TO OUT OF THE WAY
HOMESTEADS.

A RINGING CODE., BASED UPOM THE INTERNATIONAL MORSE CODE WAS
USED TO ATTRACT THE ATTENTIONM OF THE WANTED SUBSCRIBER. "CURRANGO®S"
NUMBER 0N OME OF THE LIMNES WAS TN. THIS MEANT THAT IT WAS THE T7TH
LINE PRUNNING OUT OF THAT PARTICULAR EXCHANGE. AND THE *"N" MEANT
"“CURRANGO" IN PARTICULAR. A LONS AND A SHORT RING, SENT =Y WINDING A
MAGNETO HANDLE ON THE SIDE OF THE PHONE SENERATED THE NECESSARY
VOLTAGE TO CAUSE ALL BELLS ON EVERY TELEPHONE ON THE LINE TO RING BUT
ONE HAD TO KEEP ONE'S EAR OPEN AND DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE CALL
WAS FOR "CURRANGO".
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OF COURSE EVERYBODY COULD HEAR ANY CONVERSATION ON THE LINE
BY SIMPLY HAVING A LISTEN IN THEIR EARFIECE. NEEDLESS TO SAY,
"LISTENING IN"™ WAS QUITE A SATISFACTORY WAY TO GAIN INFORMATION ABOUT
WHAT WAS 30ING ON IN THE AREA, BUT IT WAS NONE-THE-LESS OUTWARDLY
FROWMED UPOM, BUT INWARDLY AND UNIVERSALLY PRACTICED.

THE RELIABILITY OF THE TELEPHONE SERVICE WAS NOT HIGH. LINE
BREAKAGE FROM WIND, FALLEM TREES. FLYING BRAMCHES. AND SHEER WEIGHT
OF S5NOW AND ICE REGULARLY BROKE THE LINES., FUTTING US OUT OF CONTACT
WITH MOST, 1IF NOT ALL OTHER SUBSCRIBERS ON A SIVEN LINE. HAVING TWO
LINES AS MENTIONED EARLIER., GAVE US A BETTER GRADE OF SERVICE TO MEET
AN EMERGENCY. THAN MOST OF THE OTHER PEOPLE IN THE AREA.

BATTERIES TO ENERGISE THE MICROPHONES WERE OF THE OLD
LE'CLANCHE TYPE, COMPRISING A 3LASS JAR CONTAINING A ZINC ROD AS THE
NEGATIVE ELECTRODE. A CARBON ROD IN A SACK FULL OF MANGANESE DIOXIDE
AS THE POSITIVE ELECTRODE AND UTILISING A SOLUTION OF SALAMONIAC IN
WATER AS THE ELECTROLYTE. THERE WAS A SUPPLY OF SALAMONIAC POWDER
KEPT IN THE STATION STORE AND WHEN VOICES BECAME FAINT, A BIT OF
FRESH POWDER WAS THROWN INTO THE GLASS JARS INSIDE THE TELEPHONES, TO
“FRESHEN UP THE BATTERIES"™. THEY WERE MESSY, UNSIGHTLY AND BULKY BUT
THE BEST THAT THE CURRENT STATE-QF-THE-ART TECHNOLOGY COULD PROVIDE.

! HAVE BEEN TOLD MANY TIMES THAT MOST ARTICLES SUCH AS THESE,
WHICH TAL¥X ABOUT THE "OLDEN" DAYS, USUALLY OMIT TO TELL THE READER
SOMETHING ABOUT THE TYPE OF FOOD WHICH WAS NOEMALLY EATE® DURING THE
PERIOD UNDER DISCUSS1O0M.

THE FOOD WE CONSUMED AT "“CURRANGO" WAS LARSELY HOME-GROWN
VEGETABLES, AND THE USUAL MEAT DISHES WHICH WE EAT THESE DAYS. THE
VARIETIES OF VEGETABLES WHICH DAD G3REW IN OUR COTTAGE GARDEN WAS
FAIRLY COMPREHENSIVE WITHIN THE RANGE OF THINGS WHICH WOULD GROW IN
THAT CLIMATE. TOMATOES OF COURSE WOULD MOT GROW THERE BECAUSE IT WAS
TOO COLD., BUT THERE WAS PLENTY OF CABBAGE, LETTUCE, CAULIFLOWER.
RADISHES. CARROTS5. ENDIVE., PEAS, BROADBEANS, RHUBARB (YUK!), TURNIPS,
PARSNIPS AND POTATOES. THINGS WHICH DID NOT GROW, BUT WE OCCASIONALLY
OBTAINED FROM TUMUT., WITH THE HELP OF THE OCCASIONAL VISITORS TO THE
STAT1OM, WERE TOMATOES, CUCUMBERS, PUMPKINS. AND MELONS.

HOME COOKIMG DOMINATED THE TABLES OF THE MONARO HIGHLANDS.
THE FAST-FOOD BUSINESS HAD NOT BEEN THOUSHT OF. AND THE USE THE EAT
HOUSES IM THE TOWNS WAS DEMIED TOQ US BECAUSE OF THE DISTANCE. THE
OMLY TIME WE ATE OUT WAS ON THOSE VERY INFREQUENT TRIPS TO TUMUT., AND
OF COURSE THE TRIPS TO RULES POINT, IF ONE COULD CALL THAT EATING
OUT. BUT OF COURSE WE DID NOT MISS IT, BECAUSE WE HAD MNEVER HAD IT.
MUM DID ALL THE COOKING AND NOBODY EVER QUESTIONED THE WISDOM OF
THAT. EATING OUT WAS A BIT OF A DODGY BUSINESS ANYYAY. CLEANLINESS OF
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THE KITCHENS IN ALL CAFES IN THE COUNTRY TOWNS WAS ALWAYS SUSPECT TO
THE BUSH PEOPLE. MOST WERE RUN BY GREEK PROPRIETORS, AND IN THOSE
DAYS THE TRUE BLUE AUSSIE WAS THE ONLY CLEAN PERSON IN THE COUNTRY.
SO EATING OUT WAS VERY RISKY. (THAT IS WHAT I WAS BROUGHT UFP TO
BELIEVE.... HONESTLY!?

THE STOEY GOES THAT A GREEK COOK IN GQUEANBEYAN S5O0LVED THE
PROBELEM OF SPREADING BUTTER IN THE WINTER-TIME. (IT WAS VERY HARD,
AND TENDED TO RIP HOLES IN THE TOAST OR THE BREAD AS ONE TRIED TO
MAKE SANDWICHES). ANYWAY, MNICK THE GREEK IN LUEANFEYAN. 1T 18
ALLEGED, WAS OBSERVED IN HIS KITCHEN HACKING OFF LUMPS OF BUTTER FROM
THE PAT WITH A KNIFE, POPPING THEM INTO HIS MOUTH FOR A WHILE,
HECOVERING THEM BACK ON THE KNIFE AMD SPHEADING THE THUS SOFTENED
BUTTER WITH EASE. THAT STOREY IS PROBABLY AS AUTHENTIC A5 THE ONE
AEOUT THE OME-ARMED SHEARER'S COOK WHO MADE THE MOST DELICIOUS
RIS50LES. EVERYONE ENJOYED THEM UNTIL SOMEBODY ASKED HOWY A ONE-HANDED
FER50N COULD FASHION A SPHERICAL RISSOLE. THE SUBSEQUENT
INVESTIGATION REVEALED THAT HE GRABBED A HANDFUL OF THE PREPARED
MINCE IN HIS LEFT HAND AND JAMBED THE LOT DEEP INTO HIS RIGHT
ARM-PIT, AND PRESSED HIS RIGHT ARM FIRMLY TO HIS SIDE. RESULT...ONE
PERFECTLY MOULDED RISSOLE!

MUM MADE LOTS OF CHERRY JAM FROM THE KENTISH CHERRIES WAICH
GREW OVER AT THE "“OLD HOMESTEAD"™. DURING THE CHERRY SEASON, A PICNIC
WAS ALWAYS PLANNED FOR A CHERRY PICKING DAY AT THE OLD HOMESTEAD. WE
WOULD GO IN EITHER THE BUGGY OR A SULKY AND PICK CHERRIES INTO
BUCKETS MADE FEOM EMPTY KEROSENE TIMNS. THERE WAS THEN THE LABOURIOUS
TASK OF STONING THE CHERRIES. WE DIDN'T OWN A HAND-TURNED CHERRY
STONER, AND WE HAD TO DO IT THE HARD WAY AND INDIVIDUALLY PICK UP
EACH CHERRY. REMOVE ITS GREEN S5TALK. SQUEEZE IT BETWEEN THE FINGER
AND THUMB. DROF THE FLESHY PART INTO A BOWL AND THE STONE INTO THE
BUCKET. AND S0 IT WENT UNTIL THE WHOLE HARVEST WAS "STOVED" READY FOR
COOKING.

WHEN COOKED., (ON THE OLD BEACON LISHT W0OD STOVE) THE JAM WAS
BOTTLED IN CUT DOWN BEER-BOTTLES: AND SEALED WITH BROWN PAPER STUCK
OVER THE TOP WITH A PASTE MADE FROM EOILED FLOUR AND WATER. CRUDE BY
TODAY'S STANDARD. BUT VERY EFFECTIVE AND CHEAP. THE JAM WOULD LAST
WELL OVER TWELVE MONTHS IF IT WERE NOT EATEN IN THE MEANTIME.

THE CUTTING DOWN OF THE BOTTLES WAS QUITE A SNEAKY TRICK TO0O.
THIS WAS DAD'S JOB. HE HAD FASHIONED FEOM FENCING WIRE C(ABOUT NO.B
GAUGE) A HANDLE ABOUT 1 FOOT LONG WITH A RING ON THE END, THE
DIAMETER OF WHICH WAS JUST SLIGHTLY LESS THAN THE DIAMETER OF THE
SHOULDERS OF A BEER BOTTLE. THE RING HE USED OMN ONE TOOL WAS REALLY
ONE OF THOSE METAL RINGS WHICH FORMS PART OF A HORSES BRIDLE <(ONE
ATTACHED TO THE “BIT"). THE RING END WAS HEATED TO RED HEAT IN THE
OPEN FIRE, OR THE STOVE FIRE BOX, AND THEN QUICKLY POPPED OVER THE
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NECK OF THE BOTTLE AND ALLOWED TO REST FIRMLY ON THE SHOULDERS FOR
ABOUT FIVE SECONDS. A SMALL AMOUNT OF WATER WAS THEN SLOSHED OVER THE
BOTTLE'S SHOULDERS., COOLING THE PREHEATED GLASS VERY QUICKLY AND
CAUSING A CLEAN FRACTURE AROUND THE LOCATION ON THE SHOULDERS WHERE
THE HOT RING RESTED. THE NECK OF THE BOTTLE WAS THEN LIFTED OFF AND
AFTER A RUICK RUB WITH AN OLD FILE TO REMOVE THE VERY SHARP-EDGE OF
THE RIM, A VERY SATISFACTORY JAM (OR PICKLE) BOTTLE RESULTED. THE
MANUFACTURE OF BOTTLES. THE COOKING OF THE JaM. THE BOTTLING AND
SEALING ALWAYS SEEMED TO BE UNDERTAKEN AT NIGHT. I DO NOT KNOW THE
REASOM., BUT WOULD SUESS THAT IT WAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE NEED FOR
A TEAM EFFORT TO BE EXPEMDED OM THIS RATHER LAEBOUR-INMTENSIVE TASK.

THERE WERE OTHER FRUITS SROWING AT "CURRANGO"™ ALL OF WHICH
USUALLY FOUND THEIR WAY INTO THE JAM OR PICKLE/GCAUTNLY COOKING POT.
RASPBERRIES. RED-CURRAMTS., BLACK-CURRANTS., GO00S5EBERRIES AND
STRAWBERRIES WERE IN PRETTY GOOD SUPPLY IN THEIR SEA50N. THEY WERE
GROWING MAINLY IM THE GROUMDS OF THE MAIN HOMESTEAD AND THE STATION
"GARDEMN"., AN AREA BY THE CREEK., FEMNCED OFF aND RESERVED FOR SPECIAL
CULTIVATION. IT DID NOT GET MUCH CULTIVATION DURING OUR SEVEN YEARS
THERE, AMD ITS PRODUCTS WERE MAINLY FROM BUSHES AND TREES WHICH HAD
BEEM PLANTED THERE BY EARLIER PEOPLE.

IN ADDITION TO MAXING JaM AND PICHLES, MUM ALS0 MADE ALL OF
OUR "ROUSH"™ 50AP. ! CALL IT ROUSH EBECAUSE IT WAS NOT USED FOR TOILET
PURPOSES, BUT PRATHER FOR THE REAL HARD WORK LIKE THE LAUNDRY, FLOOR
SCRUBBINZ., AND WASHINSG THE DISHES.

BECAUSE WE KILLED OUR OWM MUTTON FROM THE FLOCK OF SHEEP
CALLED THE "KMILLERS", THERE 4YaS AM ABUNDANMNT SUPPLY OF CAWL FAT. AND
HKIDMEY FAT. CAWL FAT. FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE INNOCEWT., I5 A LARGE
FATTY MEMBERANE WHICH OCCURS IN SHEEP, AND I GUESS 1IN OTHER ANIMALS
(MAYEE PEOPLE TO0O0) WHICH IS5 WEAPPED ARQUND THE LARGE STOMACH S5AC. 0N
A SHEEP IN GOOD CONDITION IT COULD WEIGH AS MUCH AS PERHAPS A
KILOGRAMME, OR MAYBE A LITTLE LESS. THESE "“CAWL FATS" AND "KIDNEY
FATS" WERE SAVED. RENDERED DOWN IM A BAXING DISH 1IN T FUEL-STOVE
OVEN, AND THE RESULTING DRIPPING POURED OFF INTO THE UBIQUITIOUS
KEROSENE BUCKET.

OVER THE MONTHS THE SUPPLY OF DRIPPING, OR "TALLOW' AS IT WAS
AND STILL 15 CALLED., WOULD MOUNMT UP AND WHEN A BUCKET OR TW0 WAS
FULL, A SOAP MAKING SESSION WOULD BEGIN. MUM WOULD LIGHT UP THE FIRE
UNDER THE LAUNDRY COPPER (WHICH WAS LOCATED IN THE BACK YARD., IN THE
OPEN) GOUAGE OUT THE SOLID TALLOW FROM THE BUCKET WITH A LARGE
BUTCHER'S KNIFE, AND PLACE THE CHUNKS IN THE COPPER WHERE 1IT WAS
MELTED DOWN INTO A CAULDRON OF BOILING OIL. INTO THIS BUEBBLING (BUT
NOT SMOKING) MASS5., SHE WOULD TIP IN A CAN OF CAUSTIC SODA FLAKES, A
COUPLE OF CUPS FULL OF RESIN LUMPS (THE RESIN OF ROSIN ONE USES ON A
VIOLIM BOW), A PACKET OF LUX FLAKES AND A CUPFUL OF SALT. THE WHOLE
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CABOODLE WAS THEN SIMMERED SLOWLY AND STIRRED CONSTANTLY WITH A
POTSTICK FOR A LONG TIME. WELL IT SEEMED TO BE A LONG TIME TO ME,
EECAUSE I OFTEN HAD TO WORK O THE POTSTICK WHILE MUM ATTENDED TO
OTHER CHORES.

THERE WERE FREQUENT TESTINGS OF THE VISCOSITY OF THE BREW.
NOT VERY SCIENTIFIC PERHAPS, BUT NON-THE-LESS EFFECTIVE, THE TEST
CONSISTED OF LIFTING THE POTSTICHK FROM THE EREW, AND OBSERVING THE
RATE AT WHICH IT RIPPED OFF THE END. OTHER SIGNWNIFICANT FACTS ABOUT
ITS DEVELOPMENT WERE GLEANED FROM ITS COLOUR. JUST WHAT ALL THIS
TESTING WAS ABOUT WAS A MYSTERY TO ME, BUT I CAN STILL VISUALISE MUM
INSPECTING THE DRIP RATE, AND MUMBLING SOMETHING AEQUT ITS COLOUR.

WELL WHEN ALL TESTS WERE SATISFIED., THE BREW WAS LADLED QUT
INTO SHALLOW TRAYS5. WE ACTUALLY USED BAKING DISHES. IN THESE TRAYS
THE BREW WAS ALLOWED TO COOL AND ULTIMATELY SET SOLID OVERNIGHT. THE
FOLLOWING MORNING IT WAS REMOVED FROM THE TRAYS AS SOLID SLABS OF
S0AP, AND WITH THE BUTCHER'S KNWIFE., WAS CUT UP INTO STRIPS ABOUT TWO
INCHES WIDE AND THEN INTO CAKES ABOUT THREE INCHES LONG. IT WAS THEN
LEFT FOR A FEW DAYS TO HARDEN A BIT MORE BEFORE BEING PACKED, AS
CAKES, INTO CARDEOARD OR WOODEN BOXES FOR STORAGE AND ULTIMATE USE.
IT WAS A VERY EFFECTIVE ANMND IMNMEXPENSIVE SO0AF.
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zgent, I believs.

1
-
[
.
g

The zain rezericir, which as that name iaplies, 2id suppiy water Y3 the sain homestazad, % the cothage (nca "Daffadil
sottzge™l. It wes located guite soze disterce South of the horestsad, on the zane crees which fed LhE Juzhpond, It wez 2len a
tres- "uﬂa & gartk #1101 wall. The water was piped to the hosestead via a Jalvanlised watarpipe 11 think ib waz shoot lisch or
teyfe 1=1/linzh dizoeter) under nocthing aore than gravity pressure. The pipe wam buried of coursze, bet drzezing always
pcired in ainter ahera it 2oerged fros the ground Yo enter the buildings. Tha supply to the cat although sriglnating
froe Yhis £ain reservoir, case via s marrow drain Isingle furrow plough job agalc) shich wes rou b

the crash, graduaily arcund the slope of the rise, % terminated in a s;all fencad-in sink-hcla a
sboot T feet deec. This enclosure was about 100 seters lor Dese) south of the cottage, % from he
galuan 15:1 sitargipe lalth tiIF-H!artii assistance from gravityl to the taps in the cottage. The

sreszurE’, does not describe it adeguately.
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E RELEr WEE DIMVEED by

resant da; term, T1ains

ALl this watar storage & reticulaticn was well established prior to ey 1 an confiZant that thes aere
tufit well besore 1722, They all locked old, even ancient to vy szung o4 suzerfizis. maintenanze tzing
dore an the 2arth asl ;F the main reseruoir wery garly ia the damning 3t a3z zzza tinze bafora my 30
zirthda,. | heve pretly ressonsble continuity of recall drom =0 34K bir

Thare «as an extension ta the water reticulation in the wery eariy 70°s. 1% might have been 1527 !, The zingla furrow plzugh
453 uged Yo zut @ Zrain frze the Cotlage sink-holey rusming in 2 portherdy dires t tn tz & nesly fenzel 1o oenzlosere zalled
"the focrestry”. It purpose was to provide freigation Yo a “plaptabicn® of pine | @ seall brazz, D dee’t eecall tharre
gzgct nusber.... & real guess wculd be about perhaps 830 were brought op drop Tumet. §oplanted in orderly roes in this
"forastry” ahich was located very close to the cottage in which we liveds Ttz Zouth-Sast corner mas ool abzot tan feat fron

the Nreth-Wezt corner of our cottage yard. The tress were pinus radists (1 thindl) ! when e Jeft thers in I37L5 Y'e. had

grawn tooatout I ofaet, having been planted

H
vigited, bt the few which had survived were guile acnsters, Furpoce of the “forasstery

5 1ittla twigs about 7 inches or so. 1 noticed that amost of thaa hsl gone wfen
-y

"7777 Haven't 2 Dloe!

The anly "ipgrosegant” which coges oo gind is “he zonstructice of a ....E" ACPIES N2 rasoruoirifech-pond orazk, boorgplacs
2 shellcw #ord whizh had tc be negoliated by all vehicles approsching the homsslised froe the Weslern side, Thers wi: alagys
waler Flowing in Y5 creek, 30 [ would imagine that it was considered ap r:pr jalte to build this culvert Y3 aiisinals the
zinar disadvantape of driving through about a & inch depth of water on & bed of luchy-stones, | gusss there was & slessal of
"lel’s please the Jactors, as the wisiting trout-fishiag aedicas from Macquaris Strest canstituled the majer zontribulics iz
the ector tresfic stream,

imwA

This culvert was built in 1930, Nork began by felling a vary large dead tres. & particular tree had been zelacted tecause iis
teart-wood w2s beginning tc rot. This condition facilitated the ressval of the tore of the log afier it hed been sclit (end
to end! to finally finish up as & lang ,"U" shaped channel, with walls a few inches thick. This chasnal was then lagatsd
longitudinally in the middle of the streas, inverted, such that it fore an arch throogh which the water flceed. Either side
of tha arch was then £illed with earth, stones, and whatever, and finally all covered safficiently ta reach Yhe rroad lesgl tg
sroduce @ most effective and aesthetically pleasing culvert, To &dd to its charm, a seall wooden fzst-bridge, coaplete with
paintad #hite hand rails was relccated froa 1 ts marlier up-streaa position to fuora an intagral part of tha culverd, and this
aliow dry-focted pedestrian tratfic betaeen ::tta;a and the FuﬂEEtil fll nost edfective, ecomsmic in Yeres of hardeare
costs, but it did itavelve substantial labour owver the few days it required for consiruction., It was still functicning



sdmirably when we left in 1325, but I believe it was a ford creszing again when T visited it in the

Now, the psople after whoa you asked,

Jachk Leonard.
Mark Thamas.
lack Thatcher.

Milten Arcser,

Hart Marn

Unknown to me.

Unknown ta me,

Yez. A colourful relative who ig the subject of
anscdotes shich 1 shant relats here. He would have
seen at "Currange® in his youth, perhaps as an
itinerant staticn-hand. Toubt if he had langthy
service at *Currangc®. He inherited his father’s
property "The Brooh", near Yass (Zawyers Gully to

be more precisel. Family leng since disgersed, extept
scn John (lives at Horth Yass! - T do not know

Sz full address.

Yas, Another relative. Fossibly a Jackeroo, or
Station Kand, He becase & Stech/Station agent in Tumut
when we werz at "Currange®, so only guessing on

his invelvezent with station. His dsuchier-in-lam
Panala Archer, lives in Tueut, very keen on
senezalogy, Could be of help to you

Unkncan to ze. :

ierean Buchanan, Unbnown Lo me

Bobby Joyca.
“rank Killy.
Walter Wars,

Bill Fuszell

2id Crane,

i

Tari Archer.

Jack Saring.

Fercy Thomas.

Unknasn Yo me

Unknasn to ne

Y23, He was Overseer, lived in the horestaad,

4r reasgnably sure thet he was there from sone
point prior to 1728 until 1932-27, Kaew hia

a1l b rezecber his departure & replacesent.

Wzs wery keen gardensr, groming vegetables and
flowers, Paneies, lupinz, and hollyhocis were some
of his outstarding achievemants.

Yeg, He was Overseer who replaced Walter are,
Arrived in 1532-37 {fron Tallangattal and

#a3 5till there when 1 departed. Kife's naze

was Jean, Heard many years ago that Bill tool

his oun lite. His xite subsequently resarried

to Mervyn Erassil - beth new deceased.

There was another Bill Ressell iwith an Epglish
wife -possibiy defactol who spent soae tims there
3 fen years eariier, bul they were Lrappers 1 believe
and used the shearer's hut as accoszodation on
gazh of their two visite. (Each visit was only
matter of manths ..., gatherad pelts and 12ft.!
Unknown to ae, but did know a 3id Crowe. Hailed
fram either Adaainiby or Kiandra area, Did

sone Horse Breaking at "Currangc® but no long
ters involvament during ay stay.

Yes. Ancther relative. Had no long tern invelveaent
dering =y tize, Visited the station ocftan and
zculd have done short stints in pre-1928 era,
Owned property near Yass, "Brockiyn® {1 Thinki
But ncw believed to be in Sydrey (retired)

Yes, Balisve his correct nase w#as Dave Collizon
sut Jact Spring was either 2 noe-de-plusze, alias
or just a nick-nase. Doubt if he workad on the
station in ey tise, but he certainly caze there
to participate in the fur trade by trapping
rathits, shooting 'roos/Wallabies, Foxes, Also
told horrendous ghost stories, tall stories,
snehe storizs. Yery colourful personslity!
Unkngwn ta me. There was a Fercy Russell at

Fules Foint who carried aail by horseback to

70!

ey
(Ra ]
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URUTHORE, 1.5.M. 2066,
IRY N3y, 1988,

Pear David,

I e writing to foreelly erpress sy thants to you and the eepbers of the YRR for including Phyllie & I 1n your
1

Hutfest *BY weskend. 't eaz gne of the sost enjoyetle weekends [ have spart for & lavg ttee and | trust thet it

%317 not be the Yzet Yies T vicl! the old stition.

The 1ast night, which waz gaent in Fine Ledge wae particulirly enjovable aad it sore put me in 2 beller posIZion
to appreciate the chenges whith heve occurred in 1iving conditions since 1 last lived in that ares, ?heluafinesa
of the rooms (despite the L.F, gas lsap ') csused ue o merval s to how the dichenz we did sur might tise
resdingluriting, alsc in the siddle of the Jay there appsared to be noonotieabls glare from the reflection from
the wafls "' It awst surely bz the 'oter cosditioning to more sodern buildinge with thelr larger windeas) or is
it juet f3iling eyesight as z comsequence of the sgeing process 77

Me arrived bazh 2% Mauchepe on Wednezdey 10th May, &fter 3 pleasant trip vis Cooss, Canberra, Mittagong, Syéney
ste. We stopped for an hour or co 3t Mitiagong, wherd I spoke with my Pacle Dugley Thetcher fay late {ather’s
brether who 2lez cerved zome time at “"Curringe”) anf told Me of cur interesting and enjoyable visil. He wes
sble to pravide & 1iltle more irforestion in relelion te the "01d Ban’s Brave.”

Dudley spent severs) perioge &% "Currangs® ranging free & fow sonlhe to s zouple of years, during the Yise-freoe
1928=1934. Bt wes during a stint in the sarly part of 1927 thet he was acqueinted with an unfortenste incident
which occurred sround labe 1975, This (ncidenst resulted 3o (he geath of men end his subssquent burlel] sty or wary
close toy the spat over which sg pondersd list wedkand,

Pedley zezured mz that the buriz! eite which we sluaye knew g8 the "ol aan'c grive” wés on the easterp beni o7
Koelehed Creek, From ey deseription of the zpet end its pesitiem relative to the stetion complew, luedlsy was 3o
to give support te ay Tittle-betlar-than-vague feeling thal we hzd foune the spet. Further, 09 qes adle to 8it
that the "cid sans grave” ez In fact the last resting place of 3 gentlzeen who was the cantral figure in the
tollowing incident, 'The farte, ! sust stress, are third hand, They were relates tc Dunley by hie fether, Thopae
Thatcher whe rlaized 2 bey role in the incrdset, Bul 1% i3 ieportent Lo nzte that Thatzhers have long been known
for their progensity 1o avoie heving sscelient stories tagraded by an@overdill in the spplicaticn o2 truth ...,
T guess some of it e3y have rubbed off on ae ,,.. hot § try cesperetely 1o le2s te uncoloursd 4acks o 23rios
iseyes,)

The story gaes thus :-

During the chearing period i 1905 fyeg, they did shear at “Currango® on eccesions! there deveitped zoss

distesteful situstion belween the shaarer's Cool and the stetion sanageaent. The rasull wss= Lhet the Caob left ot

particulerly short notize, in & #it of enger ind recentaent,

Tt wee necossary for a replacement to be chlainsd Lo continue feeding the [rew, #=d this was arranged by

telephone czlle Yo sore person in Turut who organised the supply of shesrer’s [ools, The replacesent Caok #es
transported to fules Point by seans now unbnoun .... T would sespsct %eil Card But was then required to male his

own way fros Rules Point ic "Turrangc".

Rhelher e walked, or rode on horse-betk is not now kngem, del (n the course of the journey he drand froa ore cf
the many sezl] streams coeeor %o the eres. Shortly efier drinking fros ihe streem he became very 111, and by the
tioe he arrive? al “Currange® he wee in & serious condition, echibiting sysploms of heving been peoissned. Sharkly
#tlar Wig arrivel he lapsed into unconsciousness and died in the ares of Thomas Thatcher. Tt wes surabsed by

eletion eteff (hat the stresr froe which he had laben the waler hed been contasirated by radbil ;oisen,

The police at sither Adasinehy or Tusnl were advised of the tragedy and somehow spproval lperheps tecil epprovel
N wis sttained 4o inter the corpse lorallys This aes done and & WOOIDEW rrozs, cosplete with nése, wae placed 24

the hezd &f the greves

T, |
ey ihatiher, n¥

Bith the esceplion of the bits in perenthesss; that iz the story as reisted to me by Dud)
*Currange® in early 1927,

=
; -
sentioned zarlier, ke wes fold the story by his father upon Ris !Dudley’s) wirrivel ot °0



Adssingl; or Tusub wers adyised of \ha tragedy and soashow 2pproval ljerhaps facil sppraval
inker the corpse locally, This aar donz and a WIODEM cross, completa #i%h naae; wae pliced 2t
&332

The pelice st silisr
™) was shtaingd bz
the Sead of the 5
With the eocsslion of the bils in paranthesses; thst [s the siory as related to me by Dudlsy Thatcher. As
aentioned sarlier, he was bold the story by his fatder upem his fDadley's) arruval 3t “Qurrangs® in aarly 1927,
T was still bob news ab that bime, having happerad !ele in 192L,

Yo ¢ gted rasearcher, partizulaely one with an *in® with the canstabulary 2t Veael ar Sdeiashy, #ag be ble bn
get s Fig on the ideptity of the decassed, togather with idditioasl or supporting fperbaps & Captradictory)
facts about tha incidast, T4 szsas 3 litlle strangs to o= Ahat soae form of coronial inquast or palics or azdico
invalizsent recaivad no mention, HMaweiar, there <e¢is 1o de 2nough herz to preda a littls Zaspar g partaps
arcover an intzresiing, albeit tragic, huaan intersst stary im relation to *Currange" nd 1ts celowrful %i=tory,

That tock & iittiz aore space Bhan T theught it wawld, Dawad; but T $alt that yov asy ge:ir zoas iniersst from
it. '

Brcz sgain ! oaust azprass sy thanke to ¥MA for aMlcaing ™ulliz snd 1 to Ve part oF & sost anjoyeble land far ne,
azstalgiz] meelend, To seet and participats with a groap of interesting and inferssted pegple, wilh “furrange”
histors a2 Yhe codaoe bond, wa¢ indead, 3 avs! uszspecied pleasurs, Until thab wsskzad, I had quite wrongi,
255uted thab owzz ope of very faw repzining poople wha had any fpberest in what lifs was like in that arzs in
bygons times,

T have forwarded a siailar letter to Grahaee Sculble, logsther with a smsll arfitcle which he regussted relating
ts ay frelings and lopressions after 54 ysars, e ¥ you run across a faailiar Bib of lant in the associatin's
correspindancs, gou can put It dowa b2 dejs vu &'la word proteseer, M.

Findest reqards Lo you, David, togethsr with all the othar seashers of the groun oho sads the oisit bhal such sore
Enjoyable.

R 2 '\‘9“[‘%”0’&“&




UIERIPE, N3N SR8

TEIA W 1=ha

feac Grihane,

A5 promized gtrgqg the recart westen? at *fuerangs’y | #n erclpeing 2 1ed poeds poooring A0 dapresuitas ind
{nh,ng which 1 -;IFP\ﬂd and =43 Lighaaia: 4o Lhad yieeh Theo Moy Lreds? cea jtiaeksd for your SR 1A T

Mewzlstler, or in eny olher wey yru thooar = ingluding the WRDIY

”,. J"I\"d hael 3t 'au"i{'p{’ on Hs{pa-d:;# b lisa ¢ “; " shlzr 3 :,'1 sk be note3 Ceoea, f:‘-l’-’;?"'?, - .'-'.‘.1:11-‘;! "'-,jﬂéy
elz, e zbapped For an hour or sc at Mithigoag, whpre T :;n:— s =, Varle Mutls; Thiloher tny date bithoe'c
hrolher who also served some Yime 3% "Cdrrange®) sed tald Six of e fedzresiing Fnd animyabla ovamr . ¥= wag
akls %o oravife & Yittle more tnformalion {9 relatinn P dhp PRt Poatz frays ®

Dudloy epent sevs-al perisds 3! "urringe”, *anging fror 3 g sonthe o g orouals o3 ceare, during 15e Lire-irae
21772, YA wzs during & stin® in Yhe parls mart o0 00T AR RE sapizonbad wibs 3w ppfeebunzis nridznt
Z Was ouring ! B E3rl7 T = E : T2 wiEN AN URISPTURZIE INCITENL

1920, Thiz incidept raselled in Fhe fezth ! anoand Mg zibeesusnt haridd b, nroyary

whizh ocguread around lats
close e, ‘he zpat over whizh we ponléred 1oz wesle (L

Dadtey swsushd wa Phyt Y Teelab siba ik o= gluon, Bty s W5 BV siebn wry p¥ gam ga e nasleey et o
Weelched Crepl. From oy descriphinn of Yhe sprt and its pesibioe colabive bp the shatien compler, Dudley was able

o give suppart to my Dittle-Selder=than-vagus fealing *hak we “ad fourd the spot, Fuether, he wae 3b1n 4o ctale
that the "s1df man’e grave® was in fart the Yast rosbios pleoz = 5 zen'zzon who wis the zesbral Figuee un the
following inzideat. (The facbe, Toush stesss, are thied Maad, The wers ralabed Ug Dufly, &y hiz f2%her, Thosas
Thatcher who claimed @ hev role in 4be ingidest, Bub I iz “opoetant Ao nole t5it Thatchers hase Toeg been Lacwy
tor thair propensity to avoid having evcellent slories Ga"'\iﬂ! booan oserki 1 in tbs apalication of Lruth ... |
guees zone of it may have rubhed off o= L., But § Yr; daspeeatel, %0 b=ep Yo uncolovred fachs on zariczos

fzzurg,) -
The story gose thus :-

During the shearing poriad tr 1004 Piee they 414 shpar »b “Tureangn® on peeseions? Shars davaleped 3 fistzatatyl

zituation hetwesn She shearer's Copl angd the slatisg na*a;r:='£. The resuld wez that the Cool lefl al
particulsrly chort notice, in & 1! of sager and resen'aect,

Sz RS |
telephone calls Lo soae peesen in Tese! whp prgenized 18 ozupsly of shearer’s Cpobs, The resleresent Doot pas
Lransported to Fules Foint (by reans sow onbnown ..., 1 owculd suszect #ui!
pun w3y feon Rates Feirt to “Corezagc?,

Tt wag necoesary bor 3 replaremint to be 2blainad b2 continue feading the prow, apd AMis ez srrengad by
i ¥

e

ar) byt wag then reqirad Lo msls g

Whzther he walled, or rode on Borss-bagk je szt row bnoem, Bot in brom £z ot
the many smll streaps coeacn e %o 3res, Cheel], ifter Brinling

time he arrived at "Corezage® he wae in 2 3'='r§s-=* TIEALYise, 3

shortly sfter hig zrrial ko lapsed into wncorsoio
by station staft that the streas Frow which bz had Vot ‘*s ag!;* had teet ::ﬂt;n:%;tef t rat b"

¢ LTurts =& thp ‘:.._ ey h; E'E“_‘

ne

L3
<
Feem the stieae ha bepope
[ 9

"

.;t"'n; :‘rt;"ﬂ: oé Sauing has ol

The pelice al sither Rilasinaby or Tusyl wers advize! of the teages. and sogshow sppe.el Ipestips f3cit atn*-';{
7Y was obtained o inter the corpee Tocally, ™is wias fore ard & WOOTEM crosz, conplete with nima, wis plarsd st
the head of the qrave.

With the exception of Lhe bits is parenthessze, that e the ctory ae related to se by Pudle; Thatcher, is
sentioned earlier, he was told the slory by Bis Father wpon Ric "Mudlas's) arrisg] at "Currange® in saely 1927,
It was still hol news 4 ‘hat Ries, .avtﬂg hapraned lats in '"fi.

Mou 3 good researcher, partizularly tre wi'h an "in® with She constetitary 2t Tuest or Adeipshy, say be 3dle to
mel 2 Fiz pn the identily of ‘e deceazed, Yoasthar weih additices] or sugnarting (rorhaps even coabrasicioey)



facts about the incident. 1t seees & little strangs to me that some fora of coronlal inguect or police or sedico
invelvesent recaied no aention, However, there Seeas Lo be engugh here to probez o Liktle desper and perhaps
uRCaier an aateresting, albeil btragic, huaan tntarset cter, dn relation Lo “Currange” and ots calourdad hiztary.

That tack & 1ittlz scrs spacz then 1 thought it weuldy Eeahizae but 1 felt thst jou #ay gaon sose interest fros
it.

Once again 1 wust e-press ay thanks to YHA for allowing Phyiles end 1 ba be part of & most
nastalgic) weekend, To seet and participale with 2 groug of interesting 2nd Interesied peop
histery as the ccasen bond, waz indeed, & aosd unejacted pleszire, Until thet westend, ! h:
sscuned thal 1 waz one of very few reszining pecple who had ang interest oo what Dide waz L
bygone tiaes.

1joyable land for @z,
y #ith "Currango®
qutke wrongiy

2 L5 thet arza in

-nm'ﬂ-

Kindest regards to you, Grahase, together with oll the cther seabers of Lhe Qroup oho @zde the visit that much
aare enyogzble.
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*CURPRNGD® PEVISITED RETER T4 YEAFS,

Joining the group of FHA ssebers who spent the "Hutfest "B7° weekend al "urr!ﬂ"" permittad s to wander at

length ¢own wemory Tene, Maving spent the jearz 1709-077F Vivie with v msesnte in The Cottsgs iroa cellsd

it . i T

"Daticdil Cottagel the weekend had a “take up Hhﬂ'E fou ln" ot “nfsf“=r= sbout it.

Thers have been soee changes for cure, Clearly, Mcther Naturs has beean worting hard to reclain her donsin, The
sncrpachaent by Sallys and other native flora on whal was once the <lesrsd sres, together with the growth of the
introduced pines were certainly the most stribing visible changes, ¥, meworigs are of 3 station coeplzy with mest
wwildings clearly vizible from tha verandsh of The Dottage. The hills, ieesdiately teo the zouth-sast of the
station are now well covered in grzen tisher, having rezavered froe the cnslaught of theauez of the ring-harlazre
and scrubbers of the early 197¢%s and prior,

The frost plain locks exact]y the cz2me g5 the day [ left it in 157T, Tha tisher line pn the zurrcprding focthille
is very similar to that which ouiszts :' sy aapory, Particularly, the tioher predile ab the point of oeargqance of
the old Pules Point road ic eractly a5 ! tx sebigr 1L, There wze onp weief {petant during the yizit when 1 was
ilmpst cortain that 1 sighted Porgy PEE:E!T on horsshach eserging as 2 =eall cpecl drom the diztant tister line,
carrying ay weekly coeic bood in the mailbag. Thie was ao doohl he reguld of stizulstion of a0 glrasdy
sver-active imagination, or pechzps approaching sanilite 7,

Walking through The Cottags becase real stuff of which lumps in he *Nrozt are msfs, Touching %2 old stesl hed
in which | had once slept (I am certain it was the same= onz), skzerving the vizibly Erighter patch on the
varnizhed wall lining where therz had pnce heen a telephane and spenamicing B4 2g 2441 brieg 2 vizibly Broghier

nalch on the varnished wall whers thers had orgs besr 3 'slegtoss, werzenly bwo of the many sp-ourtess of the
nostalgic kind esperienced during the two day visit,

Bpart ¢rom the unfortenate detorioration brought shoot by tho ravages of tirs and weather, &'l remaining
buildings are substantizlly as 1 recall ®hes in my 225, The reszinisg = tarior paintwart i the saee tolour and |
uauif steongly suspect that it iz tha reanants of tha coats of raint which ware anplied by Gerald Shannon arcand
1932, The interior paintwor! in the dwellings fwilh the exception of the Yozastead) hae changed only in ralation
to the thicknezs of the layer of saobe staining on vpper walls and z3ilings. Thiz has no doubt %3z zdd=d ¢ the
interinr gloom which is now far por2 apparen® Shan Toeesall i1, Fzed of 480z fmpreseipn is np Joubt the rezull ay
ronditioning to brighter inlariors whirh came with andarn architecturs,

Bpending & night in Pine Ledge was a revesling and plessing e perience, 1 can now better appreciate the chenge in
living conditions which have taken place in the past 54 years, Pespi tn the avisilzbility of a very bright L.F. gas
lamp, visibility in the large kitchen/living room is now short of ideal, | was prospled Lo pender lhe
difficulties under which we had read our bocls, papers snd comics, pe-forsed our corrsspondence zthool lossans
lyes, scmetines at night) and attended to our nasl-order cormzspondeacs by the Tight of 2 lerszete liap! Fernaps
Fafling eyesight may have contributed to the illusion.

Dccasionally, during that night, incidental sngnds created hv the wind covld paeily have hesn miztalen for the
clinbing of Jack Sies' spurs, or the sgussl of ®ally Hool's Yealhor leggings; or sien the rattls of "ick

Chalker's dingn traps being 2ropped off the ;1:1-554419 to the greond eftar @ haed day dping hisz rounds,

=

T aust go back agaim, just to enzurs that 31l i3 etpeen (va gotiage end ths hopsilead
continuing fo qurgle aleng, the wind conlinuing !

continuing to clunk and grean as i% ezpands and cortrzcts fposyepathy with the sun’s coeings and 3oinc: behand
the clovds, and the shadows continving Yo race atrzze the plein onowindy dage. BIT these, and ether

to have kzen well taken care of during the past T4 yzars, withao! arg “='poon my part, T gesss they will corlinua
for quite 2 while yet.

T |

ning wel!, Lits tha oresf
By Bl

ghiztle ip the pinee, he gelvenised iron on the rocf

BE. - S2ER





