
Open Records 

ClI Al\IPIONSlIll ' O F Aus'rUAL 'A. 

1919 R. M. SCOtt. .. .. I 1925-lt. J . I'-'Urle~' 1 
C. Mack Walter .. , O . A. Doran .. .. , 

1926- Race abandoned. 
192()-l-Inrold Damm 192'1-0. Aalberg 1 .. 

Gordon Munro , 
W. n . P a tric k , 

1923- J . OSlerma n .. I 1928- 0 . Aalberg .. 1 
M. J . \Yureker , "- Larsen , 

SU MMIT COM I'ETIT ION. 

191 '1- 01'. Shorlley. Dr. Schlink. nnd Mr. J . Jacobson. Time: 15 
hr. 15 min. 

1015_ 70.11' . A. O. M. Pitt, Mr. P. W . PClll'son. Dr. Tecce. nnd Mr. 
O. O. Muclurculi . Time: 14 hr. 15 min. 

1917- 01' . SchUnk. Mr. A. O . M. Pitt. and Mr. R . M . SCOlt. TIme : 
14 hr. 5 min. 

1918- 01' . Scllllnk and Dr. Fisher. Time : II In. 12 mill . 

1919- 01' . Schlink and Miss M. Allen. Time : It hr. l!:i m in . 

J920- Mr. A. O. M. Pitt. Mr. R . M. SCOtt. MI', C. L . M cl" Culyen. 
nnd Miss D . Pitt. Time : 11 hr. 15 mill. 

1921- 01'. Schlink and Mr. N. Slornker. Time : 10 Ill'. \9 mm 

1923- 01'. SChlink. D r . 'reece. nnd Mr. H . BUlHleu. Time: 10 11r. 
1 :1 ~ min. 

1924-Dr. Ashlelgh D a,')'. T ime : 9 hr. 46 min. 
192G- Mr. M. J. Wurckcr. Time ; 10 lu. 42 min. 
1927- Dr. Asllielgh Dl\vy and MI'. Arnold Moulden. Time: 8 hr. 

10 min. 
1921!- Dr. Lorimer Dods !\lld MI'. Arnold Moulden. Time: 6 hr. 

55 min. 

The Kosciusko Fatality of 1928 
(By ,I. W. S. I .. a idl cy.) 

On Tuesday. August 14th. 1928. W. Evan Hayes and W. 
Laurie Seama n waved good-bye to their friends at. Cha r­
lotte's Pnss. and were not. seen again alive. Thus occurred 
t he first. skl- Ing fatality In the history of the Australian 
Alps; and so peculiar were the events which led up to the 
t.ragedy, and so fruitless were the extensive searches which 
were made for the missing men. that it s hou ld be of in ­
terest t.o a ll skiers to present in t.his. Tile AU$traliml Ski 
Ycar Book. as carefu] and as accuratc a n account as pos_ 
sible of t.he circumstances which led liP La the accident. a nd 
t he mea:;ures which were unde rtaken in the search. 

First of nJl t propose t.o give In ch ronological ordel' t.he 
pl'lncipal events wh ich occu rred between the mornin g of 
Tuesday, August 14th, and Sunday. September 9th, when 
Seaman'S body was found on t.he Etheridge Range. 

Tuesday. August 14t.h. 

A party consisting of Hayes, Se:aman. L. Douglas . E. 
Scderstecn. T . Bottrell, and R . UtllC le ft Betts's Camp about 
10 a.m . No destination was agreed upon, except Char­
lotte's Pass as an hmnedlnte one. because Hayes and Sea­
man Int.ended at t.h a t iilne to ret.urn to B~t.ts·s Camp for a 
late lunch , and then to go on t o Lhe Hotel fo r dinner and tl 

commlttce meeting that same evening. Consequently no 
spares. extrn clothing o r food was carried by t he par ty. 
The wea t.her was fine, ns it. had been for the whole of the 
preceeding week, with hot days and cold nigh ts, which had 
the Inevitable result that. every westcrly slope was prac­
tically a sheet of ice upon which a ski would make no mark. 
The valley snow and the eastern slooes were st.lll soft and 
skis sank In easily. 

About. three-quarters or a mile on the Betts's Camp 
side of Charlotte's Pass. Hayes and Scaman began to draw 
ahead of the rest of the party. and whrll tht'v rt'ached the 
Pass the remainder were about. a quarter of n mile behind. 
Th(' latLel' now sat down for a fcw minutrs for a rest and (\ 
smoke nen l' the small red cxpCI'lmenLal hu t just short of 
the Pass. While they were re,~tll1g Hayes ancl Seaman wCI'e 
seen waving their st.ocks on lhe Pass. The remahlder of 
the part.y wllved In reply and in a few minutes skied up tc 
t.he Pass. When they arrived there Hayes and Scaman 
had disappeared . 

There was no premon Ition of t ragedy, or, indeed. the 

" 



98 TIlE AUSTR!ll . iJ1N S KI YE AR BOOK. 

slightest. anxiety at th is stage. The pa rty wns somewhat. 
pu~zlcd at tlleir rapid disappearance, but concluded that, 
owi ng to t heir known Intention to return early, that they 
hact run down t.he hill to the Snowy. and would return Lo 
BeLls's Camp, via Spencer 's Creek ami the Pounds' Creek 
Hut. The remainder of the party, therefore, omitted H ayes 
a il e! Seaman from furthe r considel'ation as participants in 
til(' day's run, and dccldc(i thai they would go on to the 
Summit. 

Now t.he condition of Lhe snow was so Icy on the wes­
tern side of Char lotte's Pass t hat no recent. tracks were 
visible. There were, however. the remllants of many old 
t.racks leading to t.he Summit. which had been made and 
deepened du r ing the whole of the previous week. The re­
ma!nder of the parLy followed the general direction of 
thEse Lrncks which took a middle course between the snow 
poles on the left and the Snowy River on the ri ght. The 
Snowy was crossed a few hundred ya!'d.~ downstream from 
the point at which t he road crossed it, und thence the 
p:lxLy mpldly converged on t he road, crossin g II. on the h ill 
fr(' m the Snowy ford to Dead Horse R idge. The party then 
climbed up Etheridge, and during the asccn t a sudden bliz­
zard arose. The visibility was immediately reduced to a 
few yards. the wind reachcd full gale force very ra pidly, 
and there was some sleet. The time was now about I o'clock 
and the party retraced thei r s teps to Belis's Camp. 

They reached the camp at 4.30 in Lhe afternoon con ­
fidently expecting t hat Hayes and Seaman would h ave a l­
ready returned. 

Theil' absence caused t he fi rst stirrings o f a nxiety, and 
late In the a fternoon Utne a nd Bottr eU retraced t heir tracks 
to Ch a rlotte's Pass. About half-way there they came 011 a 
scarf and a glove belon gin g to Hayes. and owing to the 
rapid ly falling daylight and the severity of the weather 
condltlons they returned to Betts's Camp 

Vledllcscl llY, Allgusl 15th, 

The fu ll gl'Uvity of the siWa Uon had been a ppreciated 
by now, and those at Be t t.s's Camp immediately Look ener­
getic measures, not only to continue their own search, but 
to send word to t he Hotel In order that. every measure 
possible mi ght be taken to find the mi3sin g m en. Douglas 
arrived back at the Hotel shortly a fter dayligh t. a meeting 
of the men prese nt In t.he Hotel was h~ld Immediately and 
a party despatched to Be tt.s's Camp, boUl to reinforce, and, 
if necessary, to relieve t hose who were already there, T his 
pnny. which included Aal bel'g, a magnificent s kier, but un­
fortunately a newcomer to the distr ict. arrived a t Betts's 
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Camp during the afternoon. In addition, a party on horse­
back started up the T h redbo Ri ver from Jindabyne. 

During the morning Bottrell and Utne climbed to 
Chn rlotte's Pass. ran dowil to t.he Snowy River, a nd turned 
downstream. After n thorough search of the gorge, they 
climbed back LO CharloLte's Pass and returned to Betts's 
Camp. Sodersteen and McGrath also went down Speneer's 
Crcck and looked in Pounds' Hut. On ihe a rriva l of t. lle 
supplementary party from the Hotel. t he sphere of opera­
tlons was widened at. oncc. Aalberg immed iately set ou t., 
dueended Spencer's Creek and searched along t he east. 
side o f the Main Divide as far sout h as the Blue Lake. He 
then returned to Pounds' Creek Hu t, wher e he slept t.he 
nigh t. The neighborhood of Charlott.e·s Pass was also 
tllorollghly searched for about a mile in every direction . 

Thursda!J, August l6t.h . 

The first news or the accident ' .... as publisheri in the 
Sydney press. From Pounds' Creek Hut Aalberg and 
Soderlund fo llowed t he Snowy down as far as the Guthcga, 
climbed over t he Peris her to Perisher Creek and t hence 
back to Betts's. I II thc afternoon, Aalbel'g a nd Hemmings 
cO\cl'cd a certain amount of the Ram's Head Range. The 
search was a lso contin ued in t h e neighborhood of Char­
lotte's Pass. 

News was also I'ccel vcd at the HOLel that the T hredbo 
party had not left Jlndabyne WI day-break that. morning. 

Arra ngements werc also made to exte nd the scolle or 
t he search with a eroplancs. 

Fridoy, August 17 th. 
The search party at BeLts's Camp was relieved by a. 

parLy of Ski Chlb and Alpine Club members who had lelL 
Sydney the night befor e. They al'rlve(] nt Betts 's Ca mp 
about. mId-day. Aalberg: a nd Soderl und arrived back a~ 
BetLs's Camp after a day in I.hc region of the Summit and 
t hc Ram's Hcad. T hey repor ted that t.hey had seen the 
ski tmcks of two men leading away frOm the Summ it t.o­
wa rds Merritt·s Lookout: and also that. t.here were one pair 
of ski tracks together wlt.h some boot marks on the Sum­
mit. At Rawson Pass this ski track was joi ned by n second. 
During t.he afternoon the Sydney party ran down Spencer's 
Cnek. again examlncrl Pounds' Creek Hut, and sea rched 
t he whole of the western side of the Perlsher Range, In­
cil.ding the Snowy gorge from Spenccr's Creek to the 
Outhega. During Lhe day Aalberg and Soderlund passed 
\\'Ithl n 50 yards of t.he place where seaman was event ually 
foun d . 

The report of the Thredbo parLy was received at the 
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Holel. Leaving a t day-br~ak on Thursday they rode up the 
Thrcdbo to Its source, crossed the Divide. and descended as 
far as the Victorian border. They returned that. night hav­
ing' covered about 70 miles, lhei!' horses often being up to 
the gi rth s In snow and sumeUmes In black mud swamps. 
All huts ttl that region were visited, and . apart from the 
remains of a fire about three days olet, Lhey found nothing 
to report. 

The first aeroplane new over the mountains. 

Saturday, August 18th. 

Anlbcrg and the Sydney par ty set out for the Ram's 
Head Range Lo cxumiuc the sk i trncks S(:CIl the day bcfm'c 
These were found easily on the westel'll side of the Ram's 
HC'ad Rang'c, apparently leading directly away from the 
Summit. t.owards the Thl'edbo. nnd nbout half a mile south 
of the bend In the road. The tmcks were lost on tho crest 
of the range, but wero soon picked up again about 200 feet 
below the crest on the eastern or Throdbo side. They werc 
Lraccd down hUl into the tree-Une where Liley dlsapl>e;u·od. 
The t rncks were three or foUl' days old. and it was impos­
sible to tell in which direction they were going. However. 

Rocky OUlcrop a few yards 11\)111 ~he Summit Road. wht'I'c 
t.he body of Lauric Se!lman wns l'ound. 
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t he party was In a position 1.0 s t.ate r.efinltely that these 
tracks were not made by any pleasare party during the 
previous week, nor were they made by any of the search 
parties. 

Aa lberg and Oonlon returned along the Thl'edbo side 
or the runge, ~eeping as low down In t he Umbor as possible, 
but had .:l9tJung further 1.0 report. 

Aeroplanes wer e seen over the mount.alns during the 
day, and a second ho rseback party was started up the 
Snowy Rlvcr as fa r as p racticable. 

SUll(iay. August 19th. 

In view of the fact that t.he Bells's Camp par~y was 
at necessity a small one, a nd that the tracks Investigated 
Lhe day before wcre the only clue that had been discovered 
up to d ate. it was determined LO spare no effort In Investl­
ga l.lng the upper Ram 's Head Range, and Lo concentraLe 
on one reasonably small orca, !'ather than make InelTect.uaJ 
sea rches In all direcLlons. The whole of the Ram's Head 
Range. trom Betts's Camp to a point. about a mile and a 
hair from the Ram's Head !!.self was thoroughly searched. 
from ils crest to well within the tree-line. However. the 
thaw In the last 24 hoUl's had been very grent, nnd t.he 
weather conditions were bad . The par ty returned to Bett.s's 
Camp th at evening with not.hing further to report. 

No aeroplanes were seen ilmt day. 

M al/day. August. 20th. 

The following situation now confronted the BeLLs's 
Cr,mp party. Hayes and Se::unan had been out for five 
nights: a heavy thaw and over an inch of min had com­
blneel lo destroy any tracks which they may have made; 
ane! the one clue to their whereabouts had been fo llowed 
as thorough ly as possible with no resuiL. In addition to 
this there was no part ot the snow country within a radius 
or 12 miles of Bctts·s Camp which had not. been t.rnversed 
In the scarch . 

It. seemed , therefor e. that It wa:; 110W useless to con­
tin ue the search in the hlg'h country for livin g men. If 
they had fulled to reuch cOnlparatlve shelter lL was certain 
that they were not alive, buL If they had s ucceedcd in 
reaching t.he Thredbo or some other rher valley, it would 
have been possible for them to live for weeks. 

Wit.h these considerations in mind the intensive seurch 
tl"om Betls's Camp was now abandoned and the Syd ney 
party I·etul'ned to the Hotei. It was recommended that the 
1'1\"(11" valley searches continue for the next week 01" two, 
and t.hat Betts's Camp be occupied simply with a skeleton 
p~rty. This was d011C. 
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Altbough from now onwards touring parties to the 
Summit we)'e frequent" It was not. until Sunday, Sept.ember 
9(.h, that a party led by Mr. Mander Jones discovered the 
body of Sea man lying on som e rocks al the foot of Sen-
tinel Rocks, not 30 yards from the ron do His sk is were 
found a few yards awny from the body. With his body 
was found a camera, which contained a roll of exposed film. 
This was developed, and. although par tly damaged by ex­
posure to the weather. two photographs wcre obta ined . 
These were both taken at the Summit cairn, a nd in one 
was Hayes, and in the other Seaman. Mr. Mande l' Jones 
also found Hayes' second dove on Char lotlc's Pass. 

A coroner's inquest was held at the Hotel, where it was 
found that Seaman died of continued exposure La exLreme 
calC!, consequent on being caught in a blizzard. The body 
of Hayes has not yet. been found . 

These, then, arc the facts surrounding the accident, 
and it is not easy to draw any convincing conclusions from 
them as to how t.he two men met. their fate. However, I 
set down the follow in!; as t he theory which appeals to me 
as being most feasible, 

Hayes was a man who hact had many yea rs experience 
at Kosciusko, but most of his skl-Ing had been done below 
Belts 's Camp, H seems certain that he had never led a party 
to the Summ it in the winter, a nd t.here is only one record 
o f his havi ng been to the Summ it. , Seaman was a fine 
at.hlete. who had been an air pilot during the war, but who 
had only one year 's experience on skis, It. can be regarded 
ns almost certain that after leaving Charlotte's Pass Hayes 
became t he nat u ral leader. Why Hayes abandoned his 
gloves a nd scnrf a t t he Pass cannot be expla ined. It. is 
most probable that thcy dropped unnoticed from his 
pocket. A peculiar feat ure is that Hayes on t he SummIt 
had a glove In his hand, as may be seen in the phot.ograph. 

Let us suppose t ha t. a ft.c r leaving Charlotle's Pass and 
not having a very good knowledge o f t he cou n Lry. t hey de­
cided to go to the Summit and keep to the snow poles all 
tile way. They would be out of sight of Chnrlotte's Pass In 
10 minutes, and the snow poleS cannot be seen from the 
route taken by the remainder or the part y. The western 
side of the range fo r about 3 miles was extremely hard and 
icy, and, ns they a pproached Se ntlnal Rocks, Seaman, who 
was not very adept on skis, decided to nbnndon his and 
walk all to the Summit, In thc conditions this would have 
been far easlcr going, They proceeded t.ogether to the 
Summit: Hayes on ski a nd Seaman on foot ; there they 
photograph one another. By this ti me It would be about 
mid-day or after. and from the evidence of the rest of the 
part y we know that at this time the fog came up. Indeed, 
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the phot?gr a phs look as If t hey were taken in fog. but. too 
much rcilancc !nllst llot be placed In this because t.be mills 
had sutrercd much from exposure. Another poi nt of 
ex trem e Interest in t.he photographs Is that. neithe r man 
was wearing his sk is nt. t he time t.he photographs were 
ta ken. Only one pall' o r skis a re visible in the background. 
If we add to this the evidence of Aalberg who saw the ski 
tracks of only one man on the Summit and many boot 
tracks, our suspicions must. approach certainty. 

They arc now on the SUmmit. in the fog, and t.o return 
they must separate. Sea man decides t.o follow toile SIIOW 
])OSLS back to the place he len. his s ki, and Hayes decides 
to run down to Rawson Pass the most direct way possible, 
to cross Etheridge and pick up the snow poles at the 1>oInt 
where Seaman le ft Ills skis. 

It Is with considerable conviction that 1 believe tlmt 
Seama n reached the tll()ct lLtg place without incident and 
sat d own to wait for Hayes. Hayes failed to put in an ap­
pea ra nce, a nd Seaman very rightly rerus ing to aba ndon the 
meeting place was benighted. During that night he slepl. 
and met his death. Had he been alive the next morning, 
he was on the snow posts. the weather was not Impossible, 
and then it would have been rar better to return to BetLs's 
than to continue to walt. 

What happened to Hayes Is far more problemaUcaJ. 
The mysLery d ireclly h inges on the existence of the tracks 
leading to the T h redbo. Let u '> examine the maHer In de­
tail. That there were 1.I'acks leadi ng In a straight line be­
tween the Summit and Merritt's Lookout is certain. 'I'lli'll. 
there were fOllr trocks for a rew hundred yards 011 t he west 
side of the Ram's Hend Range Is certain . That at least 
two ski tmcks disappc,.re(i Into Lhe Umbel' below Mcnitt's 
Lookout is certain. T hu.1. 110 pleasure party made the 
tl'acks Is certain, In th is regnrd, only two pnrties llene­
lnlLed to within a mile of lhis arca, One during the pre­
ceCd lng week Included Dr. Fisher a.nd myseJt and turned 
back on to the road at least a mile north of MerrltL'S Look­
out; and the secolld Included Dr, Tecce and Mr. Moulden. 
They were In thIs dlrertiOIl the day before the accident. but 
did not. go so far south. and, although they kept. t.o the ellSt 
side of the Ram's Head for some of the time. they never 
were mOl'e than n. few feet below the crest, and certa inly 
nevcl' as low down ns the Umbel'. F'lnaJly, no ~earch party 
had bef'n in the vicinity. 

It seems l'easonable to believe, therefo1'e. thaI. thcse 
tracks were made by one 01' both of the missing men. 1 c m­
phaslse this point because <lurll1l1 the sea l'ch 011 the 18th 
li nd Hllh of August It was assumed thnt one pal l' o f tmcks 
i>clonged to Hayes, and the other pair to Seaman. This 
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assulllption In flu enced our course of Ilction at the time con­
siderably, because it caused us to spend much time in mak­
Ing su re thaI. these tracks did 110t emerge from Lhe Thrcdbo 
agnln In a nother place, We were sure that if t hey were In 
the Thredbo sUII , Lhey would have been picked up by the 
ridi ng part.y. Grant, however, thaI. the trncks were ma de 
by o ne nULI1 , one pall' descending Into the Thredbo, and the 
other Imlr climbing out of It again, and we have a far 
more possible stale of affairs. 

SCamlln leaves Hayes at t.lle Summit or at Rawson 
Pass, nnd Hnyes cuts stralghL across the Etheridge Range 
Intending to pick up the road again at the place where 
SeanlUn's body wns fo und . He keel)S too Car ta t he south 
nnd Il1lsses the bend in the road . The blizzard Is behind 
hlll1 a nd the path of least reslstnnce Icads precisely in Lhc 
direction or the t1'3cks. He comes to the ed ge of the 
Thredbo sca rp. l'ealises that he has been travelling for 
sOll1e lenyth of tlmc and hopes he has rcaehed Charlotte's 
Pnss. After a few h und red feet he Is undccelved, a nd he 
retraces his steps. 

H we accept this theory as substantially correct, we 
will probably have to I>ostuiate that Hnyes' body will be 
found In the snow country. H Is a small 1)()lnL, but worth 
mentioning thaL when Aalbcrg first saw the tracks on the 
Sum miL he said that there was on ly one pair of s ki tracks 
on lhe Sununit Itself, and Lhat they were Joined by a second 
pall' at Rawson's Pass. L..et us look a t It in another light: 
lL Is just possible t ha t the sccond track at Rawson Pass 
was mude by Hayes on his reiu l'll journey fro m the Thredbo; 
aL a steady rate of ski - in g he would reac h this point about 
nlg'hUa l!. nnd tll(' thick wenther would prcclude a n y possl­
blllLy u f him seeing the snow poles. The stecp side of 
Ko.sclusko would Inscnsibly force him dowll Into the Snowy. 
and It Is there LhaL he probably IT'et his dcath. 

At this point t hen our story musl. come to an end, 
There Is nothing more certain In my mind than that Hayes' 
body will be found some day, probably by a shepherd. and 
then and not till then can any further light be Lhrown on 
the wanderings of these two unfortunate men. It was 
with considerable trepidation that I persunded myself to 
enter Into any SlleculaUon at a ll with regard to their fate, 
but I have he(trrt so many impossible t.heorles advanced that 
r thougllt. Lhnt It might be interesting to ImagIne some­
thing ti1nt at l\l1Y raLe would square with t.he facts as 
known. So tI\.Lle faith do I place 1\\ this theory. howevcr. 
tllat 110 olle would be more astonished t.han myselr If It 
happened to be substantially ll'ue, There arc so many 
possibilities. and so many factors that nny hypothcsls must. 
be too largely eked out with Imngination. 
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With regard to the search itself, everything was most 
efficiently organised fl'Olll the Hotel: no time was lost in 
covering the most. likely arcas, and without exception all 
help was most willingly offered and accepted. I am con­
vinced that no blame whatever can be attributed to t he 
other members of the unfortunate party; the whole matter 
was beyond their control from the outset, and the im­
mediate measures taken by them were completely in ac­
cord with the best traditions of the sport. One poin t I 
mention more from regret than with any idea of conferring 
blame, that t he maLLeI' was kep t from the press as long as 
it was. No one is more conscious of t.hc dllemma than I. 
Were they to crente a sensation and wholly unwarranted 
a nxiety about a matter which would speedily be righted. 01' 
were Lhey to kcep silence and waste valuable days? The 
h andicap of arriving three days after t h e disappearance 
was terrific, and the reSUlting failure a lmost inevit a ble, 

With regard to t h e actual t ech nique of searching. a little 
might be said. Aeroplan es seem to be onlj' of s li ght value. 
At. the height they were compellcd t o ny, it is almost cer­
tum th,at no m a n who was not movin g would be noticed, 
a nd qUite doubtful whether a man who was moving would 
be seen. Aeroplanes were over liS severnl times when we 
were on t h e ran fIe, a nd on ollr return to the Hotel I was 
informed that no living object had been seen by them. It 
was also found t hat even in the simplest country a line of 
individuals rapidly lost touch; and after one experience of 
this I was car efu l to a r range my party in small groups of 
two or three, each of which was completely seH-contained 
with respect to equipment, foo d, ctc. Each group was 
given a definite beat and instructed that on no account 
were the individua l members to separate. 

Las tly, the essential feature of a snow search is an ex­
tensive immed iate on e. I cons ider that if it h ad been 
possible to send out three parties on the Wednesday, one 
to follow the Ram's Head Ra n ge as far south as possible, 
a second to go to the Summit, and a t hird to go due west 
from Charlotte's P ass in t he direction of the Blue Lake, any 
tracks m a de must h ave been found. However, if Nature 
had actively tried to place difficulties in the way she could 
not h ave done more. The snow was extrem ely hard, and 
jllst at that t ime began to thaw very mpieUy, and finally 
the weath er conditions varied from Indifferent to bad . 
Practically no snow fell on the day of the accident 01' dur­
ing the firs t week of the search. 

The material fol' this a rticle has come to m e from 
many sources. DUring the last few m on th s all who were 
connected wit h the search were written to a nd asked to 
send in reports on what they had done and where they had 
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been. The response was most gratifying, and I must re­
tUl'n thanks on behalf of The Australian Ski Year Book, to 
a ll those who assisted in mak ing: l his article possible. The 
available material seemed to be remarkably comple te, a nd 
there arc few gaps in ollr knowledge which have not been 
fi lled in. However, there arc doubtless many omissions 
and misin terpretations due to my editorial Inadequacy for 
which I make humble apology here and now, and suggest 
that any matter which Is astray will be corrected in a 
letter to the Editor of The Australian Sid Year Book. 

SUPPORT FROM Klt\ NDRt\, 

Independently of the search at the Kosciusko end of 
t h e range, so lucidly described above by Dr. Laidley, an en­
deavor to locate the missin g' men wus m ade by the well 
k nown Hug'hes brothers, of Kiandra. The story is 
graphically told by Mr. W, Hughes, who is a tower of strength 
to Australian ski-ing, a nd who accompanied the Ski Club 
Expedition from Kiandra to Kosciusko in 1927. 

Mr. Hughes's stor y Is as fo11ows: -

"Messrs. Hllyes and Seaman hael been lost several days before 
word came to the Elaine Mine of Llleh' dlSllppearancc, so, reason­
Ing ('hat sltlfielent time had elapsed for them to have tr llvelled 
even Into our vicinage, R. Hughes and tile writer decided to 
search. Donning the crosscountry skier's usual outtl t. and In ­
cluding extra food, stimulants. eLc" in Ollr kits, we set out, en­
tertaining a fOl' lorn hopc of lalling In with the missIng men 
someWllC!'e south of Mount Tabletop. and intending it the weather 
continued favorable to searell right through to KOSCiusko. 

"From ('he summit Of Tabletop (572IHt.) the low country to 
the southwU)'d was subjected to a scarching view througll Ilcld 
glasses. About one half of lIle ground was snow covered, with 
bare patchcs somewhat rC~llarJy inte!'spcrscd. giving an appcar­
ance of a gigantic chess board. AIter leaving Tabletop our moves 
towards ('Ile souti1 were cllceked again and again by t.ributarles 
of lhe Happy Jack River. swollen by melting snow, which forced 
us to go many mlles to tllC cast. Towarc!s cvening tile last 
st!'O(U11 was crossed IIn(\ we turned west and reached the 'Booby' 
Hut at sunset. 

"As there was no beddIng in tile hut the night passed slow ly. 
The Doubtful River. some L\l)'ee miles further on. was crossed at 
Ii. and Pal'm Ridge Hut rcached at 9 o'clock next mornIng, On 
reaching the J agunal Saddle two hours later our skis und stoCks. 
which we had hitherto caniee!, we!'e fastened on, Mount Jagunal 
was covered by densc fog, and ever~'wnere towards the west a 
dense black Cloud was ve!'y much in evidence. 

"Tile wind, which had becn blowing strongly all monllng, 
whirled nne snow around us with increaseel vlgOl' In our exposed 
posit.ion. We struck out in what we judged LO be a dlrcct line 
for Gungm'La n Hut.. Tlle wind increased gradually in force, 
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ClI l'rylng with It fi ne dry /mll. un til some two mllCfl f rom tile 11IIt 
it reached nn Itncnsi ty the Like of which ncltller 01 us had In n 
lIfelime all the IInow experienced belor<~. All thOll811t of HI\)'C'I 
and ScUIIIO Il hnd fol' the li rue sone Qut 0 1' our 1I01ld", We werc 
In im minent (Innger of being lost ourselves, a nel 101' Inc lime 
l.iclng thoughts of sclr~I)l'cscrvnUOII wcrc UPD<'I'most . 

" H eads downward we plodded 011. SOme trflCks of sk i!> In 
h nrd Icc on n ridge weTC examined u'ith interest, but by the 
direction lhey were poin ting nnd tile number 01 tl\cm we cnmc 
to the conclusion that they could not be those 01 lhe men we 
worc searchinll' lOl", We cOlIsldered them to be morc probAbly 
the tmcks made by the pm'Ly 11'110 IlO.d c limbcci Mount J ngllll ll i 
tfor the first limo) earlier In the winter, 

•• At last the IiPOt. where Oungnrtan Hut ,m3 expected to be 
WIUl reached. but the hul could not be seen. Shouting in each 
other's ears, abo\'e the rour of the wmd. we dlseuSliCd Ule ad ­
vlSllblllty of I'IUlnlng down oU Ule high ground and SI>cndlng the 
nIght somehow In the Umbel' country. Howevcr. we decided to 
put In anoUler half-hour In searell AllIong the boulders for the 
hill. nnd to our Qreat relief Ilad spent but a lew minutes 01 Ulls 
Ume when we fall lid our objective hIdden IJChlnd a Iluge b:lulder 
und partl}' covered wiUI snow. It was found to be well stocked 
wllh provISions find bedding. If lhe memlJCrs 0 1' the 8')(\ Club 
of Australia could realise what tile IIndlng 0 1 tltIl t IltLle e ight by 
len hut mea nt to us. half frozen us we were and .... >1111 110 place 
of shelter within miles. tlley would perlmps Ilave some Idea 01 Ule 
slneel'ity of 0111' thanks to them for erecting and CqUlpplIlg It . 

"'The force of the wind decreased overnight Rnd LIle Slin rose 
next morning In a cloudleSl! sky willI a temperature below 1..cro. 
1t seemed to 1111 lOS If any 1lt:1Il eXllOfiCd to tile bLlZ?.nrd overnl5i:llt 
could not ha\'e IXlSSibly survived. and as the drilling Ilail Ilild 
made tracking i1nposslbie we decided to nbfll\(IOil nU hope (\( 
finding the missIng men alld return dlrecL to Klllndra. QuiCk 
time was made to R spOt J u~~ CHst of J ngunnl SnclcJ1e. Here Hk.ls 
and stocks hnd to be aguhl SIIOul{lcred. A 10llg {Ictour to the 
('nst from Farm Ridge and Booby Huts wns made so ns to cross 
Happy Jack nnd Doubtful Rivers nearer their hends. 

"Tile freshly fallen hail nnd very long SIIOW grru;s made ..... alk­
ing \'c ry slow IlI1d tiring. Crossing tile last creek. runnIng into 
lhe Happy J:"Ick. nt nbout 4 In the e\'enlng, the climb to TablctOI) 
started. nldlCe nller ridge. each going to be ule lnst. was sur­
mOllnlE'd. until aL dark the busc or the mounUli1l was renelled. 
Circling Ilround It, the descent to tile EIIII:lC lI'ns s tarted at ubout 
7 o'clock and the mine I'N1C11I'd about nn hour IIltl.'r. Fully lorLy 
miles. ski-tuR only ten. wnLldnq ami c:ttl"ying lull equipment lor 
the rest. In t ..... elVe Ilours. Is a perlorlllnllce ..... e do not wish to 
'lgaln attemllt, 

"Our chlll1ee of beltl!! succ('ssful In achieving our objcctL\'e 
~e('merl during our lllrce days' search to l>e ever very remote. but 
the ~aU~fac l lon o f knowlnl! we llll.cl trlcd w ns Aulllclcnt l"CCOnl-
1l<'IlSe for our trOUble." 
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A l\1ESSAGE OF T H ANKS. 

On behalf o r t he cOl1l ml ~tec and members 01 the 
Millions Ski Clu b, I desire to express t hrough your columns 
OU I" s lnce l"e gra titude to ail t hose who nssls ted so nobly in 
t h e sea rch for our miSSing membe rs (Messrs. Hayes a n d 
Seaman l who were lost In a blizzard at. Kosciusko In August 
last. T hc efforts on t.he parI. of all were unselfish. untiring 
a n d orten fr auglH wlt.h ser ious risks. Upwards of 50 men 
contrIbuted thei r clfor !.s In no mean way. We realise t.hnt 
t his number would have been incr ea sed ten-fold had It. 110t 
be~~ for the fact that only men w! ~h some knowledge of 
Ski-illS could negotiate the difficult snow country. 

Special mention and thn nks arc due to those members 
of both the Ski Club o f Australia and the Kosciusko Alpine 
Club, who Journeyed speclnlly from Sydney at t heir own 
expense, nnd spent. many days in inhospitable country ex­
ploring eve.'y avenue In the hope o f Success. The im­
mediate response by t hese kindred Clubs to render as;isl­
ance in Our hour of lIeed is sym bolical o f t rue and genuine 
good fellowship. 

. OUI" than ks arc a lso exte nded to those residents of 
JmctabYI1<' , who contributed theil' share to the senl"ch at 
personnl loss: and nlso to t he members o f the Hotel shff 
who wOl'ked tirelessiy, espeelnlly to G. Aaibe rg, whose wo'n­
derful e lfo r ts were g reatly a ppreciated by nil th e experts. 

To t.h ose members of the University Ski Club nnd the 
Royal Automobile Club of Australia who both postponed 
their pre-arranged cnrnlvals a nd were eager to render all 
possible assistance we nre deeply g rateful. Our thnnks are 
also due t.n the Aero Club of N.S.W .. the Royal Aus~rnllan 
Air Force nnd All' Trnvel. Ltd .. for assistance in til e sea rch 
f!"Om the a ir. 
. Tha ~ the e fforts o f nil were no t c row ned with s llccess 
IS t.o be rcgretted, but onc thing was proved: e very man 
taking part In th e searc h gave of his best. 

KEITlI P . BIITH, 

Hon. Secretary, 

Millions Ski Cl ub. 

The Davos English Ski Club Is the oldest of a ll British 
Ski Clu bs. a nd th e second oldest of nny Ski Club in 
Switzerland. It w!\s fou nded j ust over 26 years ago last 
January by a small body of en thusiasts, and has had a con­
tinuous ex Istence evcr s ince. 


