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Th e Main Range from Snowy Pl ains 
By C, p , Gilder 

A glance a t the map of thc KOf'cltlsko Rangc and the ex-peril'nee uf 
yariau:. parties O\'er the last fe\\ Year" sugges t tha t the entry into the main 
range III the vicinity of Jaguugal lies fwm the east, From the south the 
.... reat dis tance bet ween Pound's Creek and :>'lawson's Hut hefure thc ach'ent 
~i R:w Adams' Hu t a t \\'hitc's J~i\'e r. coul d- while under some ci rcu!ll:.lanCes 
a con;parati\ch' ea!:w trip--bc fraught wit h extremc difficulties in the e\'e nt 
of bad weather' in tl;e \' icinity of Gunganan, From the north, the d ifficu h 
countn' oi 1 lapp\' Jack has to be negotiated, wi th the chance of there being 
insufficient snow -to pro\'ide quic k progress, while the western route, a lthough 
a compara tively ea:.J' one, as pro\'eu by T , "', :>.fitcheWs party of 1935, must 
be considered Out of the question for partics tra\'el1ing irom X,S,\\ ' , 

" ' ith these fac tors in mind, it was decided during the 1935 season to 
ascert ain b~' personal experience the possibilities of the ea~tern , or Snu\\'y 
P lain::;, route, A party consi:.ting of \', Xapier. .--\, lIatchman, J. \\'oodhill. 
J, l\ l cFariane and the wri ter was orgal1i~e(1. \'all1able a,;!'is tancc being obtained 
frolll :-'lr. ?l l ould . of Hcrr idale, who ~nppl i ed fnll detaib as to hu t;; and con di­
t ions ell rOlltl', Cn fortunately, the melt1bers of the party \\'ho \\'ere at Kos­
ciusko werc held up by the "famous" hlizzard at Rellnix Gap and did not 
arrive a t Be r ridale until late Saturela}' night. IJnring the ('\'ening, plans 
were discussed with .\ Ir. i\lol1 ld and the car dri\'crs a!' to the poss ibilities of 
proceed ing by car, Packs were uverhauled and surplus gouds d iscarded, 
equal dist ributiun oi till: halance beinJ.:' made, An early start was llI.ule on 
Sunday morning alld an une\'elltful trip brought u!' u, the br idge across the 
Eucu mbene, where eh;lins werc put on and the ear forced its way up th c 
~ immo H ill fo r abOl1t two mile;;:, Final in"tructions wcre recci\'cd frOIll 
the car drivers as to the direct ion oj the tr;tl'k. Th is was essential a!' the 
vcry hea\' ily tim bered country prohibited the lise of a com pass for obtain in g 
bi.:arings, O nce the track was found, no difficulty was rxperienn:d ill fo llo\\', 
ing it, as the t imber made it imJlos:.iblc to go astray, Soft new snow pre' 
,"cllted fast tra\'elling and 11 frequent chang-e o i leaclrr!< had to be made, as 
break ing trai l pro\'ed most exha ust in/{, By abol1 t t\\'o o'cluck the timber 
had heen left hehind i\nd the open coun try reacheu, :\l uch valuable time was 
lost in locating'" Fl('tcher'" Hut. which is in onc of numerous sl1\all groupo: oi 
t rees, some clistance out all the plai!l~, In normal snow conditions this tliffi­
c u 1t~, would not be experienced . as a wcll -defined track leads right to thc hu t, 

As Snowy Plains I louse was the ohjecti\'c for the fin,;! night. no time \Va" 
wa!<ted at Flctcher';;;, Icicles hanging from the roof pro\' ideu water for a 
qu iek cup of tea and the party pushed on to the banks uf the GI111ga r lin Rive r , 
about ha lf a mile away, The lllap shows a ri\'er crossing just belo\\' 
F le tcher's Hilt, bu t \lnfortunatcl~- thi;;; cross ing was too ",ide and open to he 
attcmpted on ioot, so a more suitable place was sought: \'alttable t ime \\'as 
was ted, in searching' and e\'e!\l ually, whe n a likcly-I(Jokillg' spot had been 
found, It was too laiC ill the c\'clling to ]lush Oil, !!U F letche r 's 11 111 was the 
camping-place for the night. 

i\ rollday morni ng broke ve ry clear and ,I :stead\' barometer made the 
tri p look \'c ry in\'itin g, I rad the 'parLy known the cO;HiiliollS to be me t later 
in the day, they would not h;t\'e been quite so cheerful when sett ing ofT that 
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lllO!"1l1ng. Some excitement was experienced during the cross ing of the 
ClInga rl in River. One of the party. in throwing his ski across the r iver, 
mi s judged the distance and was rc\\'arcl~cl by watchinl? it sl ~de back in,to the 
fast l"unninO" water. H e was faced wah t he UllClw lable Joh of ha\'11lg to 
jump into tllfcc feet oi icy water. fully clothed. to prcn:nt hi s ski being 
carried unde r an ice bridge some hundred yards long. where reco\'cry would 
ha\'c been doubtfu L .\ brisk rub do\\'n and an issue or rum all round soon 
had the part v warm 3o-ain afler the crossing, and the journey cont inued 
across the pl~ins in the"'dircction of Kapthali' s Snowy Plains House . which, 
standing \yell om fr o m the timbered country is ycry easily lo cated. The 
party was surprised to find Bill Napthali and his lMlte in res ide nce in the hut, 
in fact more surp ri sed t han lhe)" were to see s ki ers in tha t sect io n of t he 
country. Bill Napthal i accompanied us for about a mi le fro m the hut and 
pointed out the way to Spencer's Peak Hut. wher e we hoped to spend t he 
night. 

:'\. s harp <:limb of abo1lt tlVO mile,; up Teddy·s Creek led to the o pen and 
undulat ing country of the Snowy Plain s ; thc main range itself being. by 
th i:; tim e, clo uded oyer by fog, a dead compass course nort h-west lI'as fol­
lo wed. At 3 p.m. a halt was called for refres hments and two o f the party 
se t Ollt to try and locate either T urner· s or \Vallacc's Hm. on Bull's Peak 
Creek. They were uns ucces sful. but were rewardcd by getting a good com­
pass bearing on the prominent Bull's Peaks to the south -wes t. Conditions 
by this ti111 e were bad and , after a conference, it was decided t o turn south 
and. if possible, push right through to Ma\yso n's Hut some 10 miles distant. 
The western ban.k o f Btll]"s Peak Ri\'cr was fo llowed and eyentually thl' s teep 
eas tern slope of Bull's Peak reached . The climb fr0 111 hcrc to the top proved 
most ex hausting. especially to those members of the party who were o n ski 
for the first t ime for 12 mon t hs. The yery heavy snowfall o f the last few 
days maue t he eastern face of Bull's P eak an a\·alanche slope; in fact in many 
places th e cornice had iaUen, taking \\"ith it immense blocks of SI10\\": further 
progress was impossible, so the party turned no rt h to attempt to get o n to 
the tops through a pas s about a mile north oi TIu l!"s Peaks. F:vcntllally the 
top was reached. and the full force of the wind experienced. 

The trip along Eu]]'s Peilks, I think. will long li\·e in the mem or\' of 
members of the party. It wa;; an extraordina ry sight to look around and· see­
the men a.s they s t ruggled t hrough tunnel!ed ;;nOI\· and icc. occaslOnallv 
ha\·ing to drop o n to their hands to prevent be ing blow n o\·er. \-i sibi l it~· 
was getting wo r sc and extreme caution wa;; req uired t o pre,·ent I1l11l1cro lls 
fatiguing falls o \·er sma ll cornices . After about an hour, a ni\" aho ut a mi le 
had u(.'cn co'·ered. so wc u(.'cided to makc for the sheltered ea~tern slopes o f 
the Peaks tu spe nd the night. Turning east the part\· \\"ere literallv blown 
off t he rangc. on olle o ccas io n the leader \'ausil1O" some cOllsternatiOll bl· dis­
ap~earing iro lll .,·iew. I~a\· ing dropped m·cr a cor~ice somc 20 feet deep. - His 
n~al11 worry whils t fall mg. was not as to \\·hat would happen to him \\·hell he 
hit the bottom, bu t exactly what \\'ol11d happen if the remaind er of the party 
followed ~ftcr him. F ortllnate!.1". the next in lin e stopped and edged vcr-\" 
ca re fully lorward to find a nt \\·hat had happelll·d. The ti111b('l" was SOO;1 

reached and a s l;el t e.red posit ion picked. Some set about diggin~ a hole 
~01llC 6 feet by 6 leet 111 the snow . ,\·hil s t o ther collectell nl·e- \\'ood. H(' \"iewed 
in retrospect .1 do n,?t thi.Ilk ilny of the party regre t lhat night 011t. Ha\'ing 
o nce faced \\"Ith a lllght III the open and ,;aie ly \\·cat hering it under e xtrcme 
condi tio ns. len ds a wonderful sense of ;;(,curity in the event or an objcc tive 
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not being located by night-ial1. For those who 
halT yet to try their fir~t night in the open in 
snoll" the experiences of this party arc worth 
recording. The posi tion picked for the camp was 
011 a steep slope. ~o the dug-out. whilst ahout 6 
icct deep at the hack. ran away to nothing at the 
iront. .-\ rough ~tructure of ~ki. branches and 
water-proof sheds made thc top quite \\·eather­
proof. the floor of the dug-out heillg well coyered 
with ~mall green branchc~. At first an attempt 
was made to light a fire ill the front or the dug-olll. 
but little warmth was obtained in this manner. and 
tI le smoke made cond itions unbearable. Evenlll­
all\'. a ~llla ll fire was li t ill Ollt' of the back corners. 
the water-proof shcets all the top heing pulled 
back to allow the fire to draw. Thi~ proved very 
~uccessful and although a big blaze could not be 
maintaincd sufficient warmth was ohtained to dry 
out wet clothing. The night was di\·ided into ~ec­
tions and as we had five sleeping bags. each of u,; 
was able to get aoout one and a half hour·s sleep. 

During the early stages of digging in, a rum 
isslle was suggested ; it has yet to be prow·d 
whether it was the alti tude or the lack of solid 
food during the day that was responsible for the 
extraordinary effect that rum issue had upon all 
members of the party. Oil Tuesday 1ll0rniIIg. as 
can b(' imagined. a yery early start \\·as made. T)l(' 
\\·ind had dropped and in its place a thick fog 
('n~hrouded the entire COUlltr\". so a dead compass 
cou rse soulh -west was set ·for "rawson·s Hut. 
Although foggy, the weather was extremely mId . 
glovcs l.lCing cOI·ered in white frost lTy~tals. 
:'IlcFarlane wa~ leading and. in the bad visihility. 
led the party under an oyerhanging cornice. 
:'Ilaking away from it. we had proceeded only a 
short di~tance when a dull roar was heard amI we 
were amazed to see the whole cornice for about 

F rom the door of Seaman H ut 

200 yards slid ing dO\m the hill. completely obliterating om tracks. The peculiar red 
diswlouration of the ~now noticed during the seaSOll made this sight a ll the more 
extraordinary, as it slid on::r the top coyering of \\"hit~ snow. A t last an 
ope n I"aller was reached and much discu,;;,;;ion took place as to whether o r 
not it was the Valentine. Fortunately. at this stage the tops cleared of fog 
and bearings were obta ined on Jagullgal from the top of t he I":: erries. \\·hich 
placed us well sou t h and past "Ia\\" son'~ Hil t. Running do\\·n into the \·alle" 
again we SOOI1 picked up the fence rOll nd .:\1aw5011 ·S Hut and after somc lilt(t;: 
searching found the hu t itself. 

The follow ing morning" we hoped to climb Jagunga!. High cluud oh -
~ClI red the tops. but conditions were not bad and we ~et off I\·est ill the direc­
tion of Grer i\Iare :'I[incs. which we hoped to \·i5it {'II rOH!f . On leaving th e 
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hut \\-e IIlet Gelling and Telfer who appearcd iru]ll thc direction of Jagung-al 
o n their t rip across frolll Kiandra. During the morning conditio!!s il\1pron:d 
somewhat and we decided to cut out the visit to the '\line and make straight 
tor Jagunga!. \\'e were well rewarded by t he magnificent panorama from 
the top. The wc stern face of Jagunga l drops practically sheer to th e head­
waters of the TUlllut Hivcr. \\'ith the Tr,olong Hange standing up lllo~t 
impressively beyond, To the north. the whole of the Happy Jack coun try 
with it s nUlllerous small creeks and hills 1;1\- spread Ol1t like a map. To t he 
l·:tSt. Bul !"s Peak marked the edge of the \'isible snow coun try : away beyond. 
one looked Oll t oyer the graz ing cot1ntr~' of Dalgety, while to the suu th t he 
range beyond Gunganan. \\"ith Townsend, in the far distance. fo rm ed a most 
illlpres~ i\'e contrast to thc rugged and impassab le Ceehi country. unfoftun-
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On Etheridge Range, Seaman Hut below. 

a t ely, the rUll off Jagunga l had t o be taken ,\,ith the utmost care. as the ~no\\" 
was badly nlttc(1 by WiTH!. .-\::; \\'C looked back on J;\gungal we congratu ­
late(1 ou rseh'cs on h;\\' in g" pu~hcd on . a~ thick cloud gradually ob:;c ured the 
II-hole of thc top . :\ quick run back brought tt:- to 1lawson's Hut by four 
o ·clock. 

On Thursda~- morn ing a falling barollleter ad\'ised U~ that \\'e \\'ould be 
wise to get through to the Chalet before bad \\'eather iso lated u" in the hut. 
[\ eoun;e. slightly west o f south was set aCH!>;~ the l';:crries . iI co ld biting wind 
pre\'en t ing us frOI11 examining the surrounding country, Owing tn the 
extrcmcly heavy S ilO\\'. SOllle Il iffi cl1l ty was experiel1ccd at \\'h ite's Hin'r 
Sadd le in climbing up to the R o lling- Grounds. Owing to the wind \\'(' had 
to ma ke our \\'ay along the Ci\"tern si de of the range. where cornices had 
brought down large rocks and \\'e werc \'err glad when en~ntually the douht-
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fu ! sec urity of t he higher country was reached . Once agal!1. we e:-.periellced 
the cond itions e:-.isting at Bull 's l'eab some nights p re\"ious ly, a lthough, 
io rtunatelv. th is time we re not faced wit h a 111ght In t he open . In many 
p laces snow was snpp lanled by hard rutted ice, w it h llU merOl1::: deep \I-inci ­
scou red fnrf()\\">_, C(,rbe lt Stephen Pa~s wa~ c\'entually reached ami a short 
SlOp ca lled; \I"e looked fonl'ard \\"it h eagerness to the r un down the GU lhega 
R i\' cr to the Snow\" . This rU I1. which . under good conditions, sho uld be one 
of the fines t on th"(; range, unfortunately , was marred by a hea \"y tha\\" and. 
in con;;e'luence. we pu;;hed the whole way down . Crussing t he Sno\\'y at 
t he j unction of till' Gu t hega and the B lue CO\\" Creek. Pound 's Creek Hil t 
was el"Clltua!!I' reac1u.;d. T he 1111t is \'isible fo r abou t a m ile dvwn the 
Stlo\\'~"; it is nlost eshansling aftcr a stren uous day to see it so close and yet, 
push as ha rd as one may . apparently ne\"er gelling any nearer. Afte r a 
resl and a bil l \" of tea at Pound 's Hut, t he tri p to Speneer's Creek began . 
T his section w"a" t he climax to bad weather, lH:a\'y rain by t his time having 
turned the SIIOw into slush ; lhe pa r ty pushed on with much mutteri ng and 
c1lrsi ng. A t Sugar Loai the part)' dil'i(]cd. th ree oi t he members decid ing 
10 go right through to t he Ho tel t hat nighl. the ot he r t\\'o returning- to t he 
Chale t. The sight of t he Chalet looming lip through thc fog \\'as o ne of the 
most welcome Oil the t rip. 

T hose of the party who relurned to the Hotel lllus t , I t hink. have put up 
almost a record for endurancl' at Ko~citl.~ko. Some t h ir t\' miles had been 
eo\'ered during the day under the most trying cond itions of ice, wind, ra in, 
thaw and fog . The fact that some oi them had had o nh" fi\"e da\'S on the 
s now during th(" year makes their performancl' all the more crcd ita ))le. The 
tri p. as a whole, had been successfuL although \1"(' had not accOlllplishecl all 
we had w ished 10 do" Hilts on the null's Peaks Creek had !lot heen located : 
we had becn trnsuccessful in reach ing Spencer"s Pca k and bad visibility and 
cond itions had forcl'd us to push on quickly, whereas ullder normal ci rcu111 -
stances wc would have been able to take stock of the surrounding cou n t ry 
for fu\tlre reference . Nc\·erthe less. our main object in pro\'ing t he valuc of 
the ea~tefll rou te had bee n accomplished- subseq uent summer trips hav ing 
showll t hat. given norma l comlitions . . 'lI a\\-so n 's Hut cOllld be as accessible 
as t he Chalet. Jagungal had been c1iJllbed and an immense amOlln t of 
inva luable experience and confidence gaine(l by all members o f the party, 


