
NEW SOUIE W^LES SEcnON

aDd a halt miles took us to white's River Hut, which was reachecl by lunch tlm€.
Its improved condition was a ivelcome surprise to two members ot ihe party who
had been ihere the previoN year. Ilere w€ made our headquarters for about
three and a half days. The hut was quite comfortable, except ior ihe smoke,
which persisted when the door and siDdow were shuti howev€r, we devis€d a
rnethod of directing the air curreDts so thst they stopped the smoking yet did
not cool the hut. on July 6 we climbed Dicky cooper Bosons snd the lollowlDs
day tried a new route up Gurgartan, e'ith a splendid tro-mile run bome to the
hut.

oD July 8 Davis and I plepared to go oD io the Hotel Kosclusko; the other
three decided to retrace thef tracks to Mount Nimmo. We left White's River E'rt
about 10 a.m. for cbnsett Stephen Pass; her€ we had a stiff climb to the summit
of rate. ConaUtions were too icy for pleasant ski-ing on Mount Tate and the
iack of steel edges to my ski was a dennite disadvantage. After a lons ru dowD
we crosed the snowy on the ice and a$iv€d at Pounds creek Hut- Pounds'
Creek Hui ls well constructed, but neglected. Snow was inside and all over the
supply ol blankets and mattresses, no axe was avallable and necessary ut€nsils
w€re lacking-the place was also filthy. we made a bad start next mornlne.
The snos sas icy and a los b€gan to settle above us; after the tust hau mlle,
however, ih€ atmosphere clear€d and the snow became ideal. Conditions were
fair until Piper's Gap; after this bare patches were irequeDt and oul nrns were
very much retarded. We arrlled at the Hoiel at 2 p.m.

Ou roule between Momt Nimmo and the Eotel Kosciusko was about forry
(40) miles in lengtb. In my opiDion, the packs on a trip such as this should not
er<ceed about ibirty-etght lb. eactr. I calri€d folty two lb. or'er most oI th€ dis-
stance, but found anything above thirty-eight unduly awkward and curnbersome

T|rf, BNI)S OT TIIN ALPS
By E. K. \ l i tchell

T1HE Little Dareal is the last moultain al the norrh-wesrern etrd or [h€ Alps.
r Tno steep ridges go up on either srde to lso small peaks. drop a tew feet
and then meei in the sM,rp rock sunrmit, The face ol it drops so steeply to the
Khancoban Forcst Res€we as to be armost iuDnel shaped. One Sunday in the
early spring oi 1936 we decid€d to waik towards its summit from TowoDg IIUI.
One of its riclges soes ofi from Bradneys qapi we dmre up the New rbad a short
dlstanc€ and then commeDced to walk, reaching the top jn 4+ hours, the last
few hundred ieet on snow. !'rom tbe summit one obtains probably the most
comprehensive view ot the Alps. ac.oss the Mulray Valley and ove! the foothllls
to the swe€p of the Main Rang€, then the Grey Ma.e Sp!r, and, gettins clos€r,
the Scammeu Spur. The revelatlon, too, of such vast snowfields behlnd the Llttle
Darsal was qulte surprisins. Tbere was a snow-nlleal plateau running rlght
back to the Big Dargal, and away io the e8st,lik€ a lion croucheal, gJas Jagungat.

We decided to spend some days at Pretty PlaiD for spins skFiDg. we nnauy
Bot away on about October L By then the nrst spring mins had come and
there was no snow iD Pretty Plain, but it stiu lay along ihe south stde of a rldse
Nnnine very near ly  easr  of l  rhe Broadqay Top.  bcLweer.  Pret ty  Pla in and rhe
Dargals- we had some very pleasant skl'ing therc on our tust day out. ltom
the groadway Top we saw dght across to the Ink Botlle and to the Darsals, silu
with a lot ot snow on tbei. steep slopes. We had very Uttle idea of whst the
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nrkmrediaie couniry would be like. but sei oui one morDiDg, cauying our ski.
It took us till noon to reach the bis Dargal, up hill aDd dos'n dale. climbjng the
south side of the Idk Botlle r\e prayed we ilouldn't be too exhausted to enjoy
ski ing dorvn it on the way home. The south slopes of the Dargal Plateau seemed
to offer some exceuent ruDnnlg open and through $oods ahd very steep. By the
rime Ne climbed the Darsal it was too late to so rishl on to the hatchet-shaped
Trig. station, so we lunched. looking along at the big bluff vhich drops do{n
toward Pusilisijc Point, wishiDg we had time to ski to the bottom of jti then we
ioughl our way down throustr ihe almost impeDeirable scrub and once nore up

The outlook lrom the IDk Bottle is mosi spectacular. The mountanl drops
awal like the side of a house and we sav over the iree-iops No ttre gleamnlg Main
Ranee: away io our righ! rve could sce, mistily, BoeoDg aDd the Bogong High
Plains. The Nn do\in was nagrificent. There were just snmcieht s11ow gutrrs
to make the run j]]ter€stiDg. and lel nol, Lo dettact lrom ihe ieeling ihai aD extra
large gelendespruDg would take oDe thousaDds of leei ihrough space to the
sooded hills above ihe Murrat Valley. It $as such fun that we climbed all the
{aI up to run jt aganl. The neti day we spent skiiDg oD the south sLope ol
Finla)-'s Lookout or Toolonc. As late in the year as October 12 the ski-jls was
excelleri. Finlays Lookout had beeD proled a sood ski hiu when my husband
took Nfr. Lalnble. Miss olive LaDble and Roy Dunstan there from Prctty Plaid
I{ut earlicr n1 ihe winter or 1936. This was the nrst ski ascenl known oi this
nouDtaiD, though, of coLfse, the mnrers in the Toolong DiBgings skied in the \rild.
and (e know lron Mr. $'. Scamell, lvho lives at the iooN oi Bradney's Gap. thar
he and a conpailion skied lrom ihe F,ound Mountah right nlto Greg Greg Staiio!
as loDg aBo as ihe time of rhe Eoer war.

Al the other eDd ol ihe A]!s, the souiheDmosi ctld. is Dead Horsc Gap aDd
thc Leather Bauel, leading do\t to 

"om 
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r<Down in \rintef. At the eild ol July, 193?. my husband. Georye Day and rnyself
ser out ior Dead Horse Gap. we started alone the road to lhe sunnit of
Koscirsko and turned off iowards rhc Raln's Head at ihe Snowy OossiDg. From
there ii is quite a distanlce across the plain wirich. i11 summer, is the bo8 ir1 rhich
ihe SDo\ry River starts. Therc was a s|long. cold \rind blo{nrs and a feN clouds
oD Torvnsend- and the Lee cirque, and in ihe vaUey bei\teen Tate and T'lvynam.
The Ram s Head Range is raiher like the Stilwell Range, broken up into a lot ol
iugged blulls, aDd lor a LonB ijhe, while se climbed up it we got practicall] no
'!jew. Finatly sie camc out on the Rah's Head itscll and were suddeDly o)r the

With the Main Ranse dfoplir1g steeply below ou feet, we could see lor niles.
We sar lhe Pilor. well covered with sirow. aDd then Davies PlaiD. aLso srlov
capped. the Indl Valley and the line ol ihe BuckwoDg creek. To the rishi sas
the South Ram's Head and a long ridee off ii uhich cut across the vallet running
do\rn irom where $e stoodj to lhe lelt, the ridge running to the Dead Horse Gap
and snowy hills stretchiDs on and on.

We took oiJ skins and raD towards the lefi ridge. :lhe sDov was iairlJ nixed
and rough and icy. Aller thi! rarher ficky running we had a schuss oul on to
the ridge proper and theD inio better st1ow, the siart oi the irees, with the snow
getlihs beiter and beiter The way uas through deep glades among fall. yellow-
rnarked snow sums and miraculous leaf sdoq jnio which the ski vanished but
ihjsUed round, when one swuns a inrn. with a gleamiDs, froih all around. TheD
thrcush thicker aDd thicker sDosi sums add some manuka scrub-"tunnels of
sreen eloom -duckjne low beneath the branches. Down, tiU Ne came out oD
the sun nlied valleJ oi the headwaters of the Thredbo or Crackenback Rjvef that
runs on to the east beiween the thickb iimbered hills.

lve put on skins ln the lauey ior the 200 loot climb up to the hut oh Dead
Ilorse Gap. we could look righi up the eorse between the ridge oi the Souih
Ranis Head and the ridge $,e cane down and could see the plac€ where $e had
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The cable in the latest Kandahar rillustrated abole, ma! be set in the
hoizoDtal posiLion for touring, tbereby reducirg the tensior on the ankles, or
deep set to give the max.imum clorvn-put1.
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siarted to drop. We were lery nearlr at ihe snos-line. We iound th€ hut right
on the gap with, to the east, the crackenback vauey and tben to the west, a vauey
ahat leads eveDtually to the Leathe! Barrel. At last w€ came oui on the Rams
Head again, alors 1t and down ou to the flar plain, keepilrg a good pace all the
way to gel back to the Chalet beiofe dark. All ihe way along the road we kepi up
a tso-step, puted hard and mrde sood lime. As we went over the Pass the
colours ol the Range were just fading oul.

Mr. MltcheD adals . note: 'rhe toial de$ent irom Ram s Eead to Dead Horse
Gap js aboui 1,100 teel. The Gap would be lhe best access to the road our local
Council is iryine io get up the Murray valley iDto Kosciusko and connecting wltt!
a road down ihe Thredbo into Monaro. If I die in the artemDt we'U cet our rcad

EQUIPII'IENT SECTION
Edite(l br- T. . \ .  Richard.

Birdiltss,-Modelu dgid birdings give grea.er con ol of the ski ir downbiu
IuDniDg buL in climbnrg and langlaui are !er! severe oD the ankles. Several
bindings provide for some adjustment of the _dosn-pull tension.
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The bindines on s€venl makes are Dot! derachsble irom th€ toe,irons snd
attach t0 small metal plates mounted on the side of ihe ski directly under the
toe rons. They €an then be used horizontauy for toudng or with dorrn-pull for
downhUl runnlng. Eoth positions are shown above,


