
PLANNmG THE DEVELOP~IENT OF THE 
KOS{;IUSKO NATIONAL PAilK 

la.roduetfoD. 
The Nf"ed fur I· ••• nla,. 

The following is the plan 
adopted by the Sid COUncil of 
N.S.W. and recommended to t.be 
Kosciusko State Park Trust for 
the de\'elopment of the area. 

Because of Its distance from 
centres of population. before the 
Park can serve the purpose for 
whlch It is Intended, accornmoda­
Uon must be greatly Increased. At 
the present time It Is limited to 
about 300. and many more than 
this are turned away each week. 
There is no point In reserving over 
a million acres tor recreation pur­
poses unless people can make use 
of It. The Ski COuncil of N.8.W., 
the controlUng body or winter 
sports In this state. has. since Its 
Inception, advocated the opening 
up of the soowfleldB to all sec­
tions of the communlW. both as a 
recreation area and as an alpine 
resort that will attract overseas 
tourlats. Now that. the whole of 
the area has been reserved as a 
National Park, Its development 
should be planned along sound 
lines 50 that its growth will not be 
haphazard. and the maximum 
economy achieved. 

I· .... I.ateaded .,. .... IM 
for FlllDl"e DevelopmelS" 

Obviously. the Sld COuncil Is not 
In a position to take Into account. 
what. Inftuences other economic 
projects will have on the develop­
ment of the Park o.s a recreation 
resort. It is. however, In a posi­
tion to know what Is required, and 
ha.s formulated thls plan as a 
basla upon which the flnal plan 
can be evolved. While the Ski 
Councu Is primarily interested In 
winter sports. It is not disregard­
ful of summer Interests. As will 
be seen later, practically any site 
that is suitable as a ski-centre will 
be suitable for summer Interests. 
Unfortunately, the reverse Is not 
true. It la therefore advlsable that 
the problem should be tlrst ap­
pronched Crom the viewpoint of 
",inter sports. Berore proceeding 
with the plan. It would be advls· 
able to consider factors that; have 
letarded popularity and develop­
ment of Kosciusko In the past. 

Time Taken vn oIvllraey. 
The lengthy-In point or time­

and wearisome journey from Syd· 
ney ls a principal drawback.. The 

So Ibat all slUerl will be IIdviJl,d 
Oil the ttggressiw ("an~pllign bring 
condllcted by Ibc Ski COllllcil of 
N.S.W. for the klln-lI1ml of our 
sport ill rl'e'rY pouib/~ 'WIIY liM 
Y rllr Book.. ,r/Uors n~ uprinting .( 
cory of tht- 7,000 word piUIJ for 
liM Jr'I ·aopmml of Ibe Kosciusko 
SllIt,· Park wbicb Ixu brr:t/. sub­
",iUrd to fbe Natiollal Purk 
TNUI. Tbt OPt'"itig /l4g(1 of tb, 
reporl madf' the followin g points: 
( I ) H , lIlth Val,ie. (2) Tourist 
TraJr. (3) Poplllnit)' in StlIIII1If'f' 

as waf as Wi"Ie'r. Thnr arr 
tbill}ls fbat all skieTS CiW IIftprrci­
afl', alUl WI' COlltillllr lIN uport 

from fbrst poillts 011. 

lime taken. both ways. pulJJ KOII­
clusko outside the field of holiday 
resortIJ for a short. holiday. Much 
of the time taken is wo.sted en 
route. Vtctorian resorts. much rur­
ther away. are just as accessible 
(In time) as Kosciusko. The days 
of arrival and departure are two 
days out ot one's holiday . . . a 
big lactor for anyone whose holi­
days are limited to one or even 
t",·o weeks. Thus, It Is out of the 
question for long. much lesa: short.. 
week-ends, or for overseas visitors 
on cruises. wh066 stay In port. Is 
limited to a few days. E\'en with 
the present break of journey at 
Cooma. there Is no reD.&On why 
trains should not arrive an hour 
earlier. and buses leave within 
half an hour. A cup or tea at the 
station while the buses are loaded. 
and buses could go stralgM 
through to the final destination 
[or breakfast around 9.30. On the 
return. buses could leave after an 
early dllUler. say 6.30. and trans­
fer to the train about. 9.30. In any 
event, If the tram left. Cooma at 
11 p.m .. it wouldn't have to break 
any records to get. to Sydney by 
7 a.m. 

Co .... 1 of Tr.osport. 

FIrst class return tare Is £4 8/ 9. 
second class £3/ 13/ 10. of which £2 
Is for the one-clllS5 bus ' fare for 
one-sixth of the total Journey. The 
average person could have a 
week's holiday. inclusive of fares. 
at. other resorts for less than this. 
Until fares are reduced, holidays 
at Kosciwko will be outside the 
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reach of most. people, especially 
famIlies. and will never be a "short 
period" resort.. The shorter the 
period of stay. the bigger the COlt 
of trarnport In proportJon. How· 
ever. because of building cost. 
(mainly Inftated due to transpon 
costs) It would not be economic to 
popularlse Kosciusko as a week· 
end resort. except by means of 
"Ski· trains" (see later) if a rail· 
way Is built. 

{'lUI' of '\e .... mmod.tlon. 
While the summer taritt Is not 

unreasonable, It has never been 
exceedingly popular in summer 
panly tbrough reasons already 
mentioned. and because none but 
rabid ski-Ing enthusiasts would 
sutter the Incom'enlences of dor· 
mltory accommodation. In wlnw 
the tariff was exorbitant. rough! 
three times the summer tarln. tOf 
grOSBly overcrowded dormitory a 
commodation. It Is evident tha 
because of Its .... inter monopol,. 
and not having to meet the com 
petition of other resorts as 
summer. the State monopoly d 
IIberately set out to exploit ,,'In 
enthusiasts. with the result that 
made ski-Ing the prerogative 
the rich, and excluded all t 
with only moderate means. 
spite or t.his. but only because 
the enthusiasm of skiers, acco 
modatJon was always overtax 
Winter sports must be broug 
wlt.h1n the reach or all the peop 
especially ramilles. Unless win 
tariffs are greatly reduced. win 
sport will remain the cxciusl 
prlvllcge of the wealthy. alld n 
lify the objeetIJ 01 the Natl 
Park. 

t:xrlulilioa of Prlv.'e 
F.nlerprlse. 

Compare Kosciusko with simi 
resorts overseas which ha \'e 
developed by private enterp 
There the popularity of skl­
snowballed overnight. Refusal 
allow private enterprise to 
duct guest houses, hotels, ete.. 
In Itselt a tacit admission by 
State enterprise of 1netnclency 
desire to exploit the public. 
the past flfteen years demnnd t 
accommodation on the snowt\e 
has never been satlsfled. yet 
only did it fa!! to pro\'lde su 
cient accommodation. but. ref 
to allow anyone else to do so. K 
cluslr.o is a feature of Aust 
and just o.s much a part of 



national heritage as the beaches, 
where private enterprise has pro· 
vlded accommodation for all at 
far cheaper tariffs than those at 
Kosciusko. 

Again, If a private person pre· 
fers the snow to the beach, why 
shouldn't he be allowed to build a 
cottage in the Alps, just as he can 
near a beach? There Is every jus· 
tification for reserving the Kos· 
d usko Park to the people, but this 
in Itself entails an obllgaUon to 
provide them with accommodation 
at prices they can afford. Selected 
si tes should be made available for 
private persons to establish and 
run guest houses, etc. This Is the 
surest and quickest way of ensur· 
tng Its popularity. By allowing 
private occupation. It doesn't mean 
that the public are excluded from 
any part of the Park; actually 
only the actual building site nee<! 
be alienated. and then only upon 
.such conditions as may be Im­
posed. Look at the price charged 
at Bett's Camp in winter~1'1 / 6 a 
day just for a bunk (blankets only) 
and three plain meals a day. No 
conveniences, nowhere to sit ex· 
cept on the bunk, grubby floors. 
walls. etc. Overcrowded. inadequate 
acconunodatlon and high prices 
ILre the very things that must be 
a\'olded if the resort Is to flourish. 

1Ugh Prices of Equipment. 

This Is the final factor that has 
resulted in the attitude that ski· 
tng is the sport of the wealthy. 
Much of the coot is due to exces· 
stve revenue duties, resulUng In 
equipment costing more than 
double the amount It does over­
seas. There Is a field here for re­
ducing the landed cost of equlp· 
ment. and thus helping reduce 
the cost of winter holidays. 

. "-ceonunodatlon. 

.\mount and 
T~'lle Required 

It Is doubtful If there wHl ever 
be sufficient acconunodation at 
Kosciusko. Given reasonable stan­
dards at moderate prices, Its popu· 
iarlty will increase more rapidly 
than accommodation Is built. At 
• very minimum, it should be 
planned to provide accommodation 
fo r not less than 10,000 at the end 
of a ten-year period. This only 
provides for 250,000 visitors an· 
nually, on a basis of a stay of two 
weeks per visitor (or 1'15,000 on a 
three-weeks basis), with no vacan· 
cies at any time and no "oIT" 
season periods. It can therefore 
be planned to build accommoda-

tlon tor 1,000 each year In a ten· 
year plan, the bUilding to be 
modified or accelerated as the 
growth is seen to be too slow or 
too rapid. 

Dormitory type of accommoda­
tion is not a success. It is Impos· 
sible to fill in summer, as compet· 
ing resorts offer better standards 
of accommodation. In winter it 
has been overcrowded In the past, 
but only because It was the only 
accommodation available. To be 
successful, a resort has to be full 
for the greater part of the year. It 
Is obvious that Improved standards 
must be planned, especially if 
overseas tourists are to be at­
tracted. Nevertheless, aU standards 
mtl.St be provided, but as far as 
possible dormitory types must be 
eliminated. and single and double 
rooms concentrated upon. Sug· 
gested types of accommodation to 
be provided are: 
(1) Hotels (rates ranging from 

20/ · to 42/ · per day). 
(2) Sports hotels (rates ranging 

from 15/ · to 25/ · per day). 
(3) Chalets (rates around 12/ 6 per 

day). 
(4) Hostels (rates not more than 

10/ - per day). 
(5) Camps (rates not more than 

7/6 per day). 
At hotels and chalets. all rooms 

should be single or double. with 
full service. Hostels should provide 
double rooms and small (not more 
than four persons) dormitories 
with service. but only buffet meals. 
Camps should be along the lines 
suggested In the plan for improv­
Ing Betts Camp, but with smaller· 
sized dormitories. It is suggested 
that camps should be restricted to 
more Inaccessible parts for tour· 
ing parties, etc. At all places. 
tariffs should be standard 
throughout the year, and special 
concessions be given to families . 

In addition. so as to provide 
cheaper accommodation for rami­
lies and groups, It Is suggested 
that cabins \\1th two or three bed­
rooms. common room, kitchenette. 
bath and lavatory could be built. 
Such cabins should be furnished 
and let at, say, £3 per week, with 
fuel and light supplied, provisions 
to be purchased from nearby hotel, 
and say a flat charge of £2, iITe· 
spcctlve of length or occupancy, 
charged for cnanging bedclothes 
and cleaning. etc., on completion 
of each occupancy. Restaurants 
and a shop could be established In 
each centre. 

£entres nre Preferable to 
Scattere d Hulldlng8. 

Many factors favour the building 
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Of places in centres, rather than 
scattering them around. Transport 
costs are reduced. cheaper building 
and operating, one power plant. 
one water supply, one laundry, and 
other facilities . The same main· 
tenance and supply staff can ser­
vice the whole centre. Instead of 
having to have a separtlte staff for 
each building. 

Df'!!lg" of nulldlnJ!8 
It is desirable that no buildings 

of a "humpy" type should be 
erected, and that all should be 
pleasing In appearance and be 
comfortable. several faults afe 
apparent with existing buildings. 
Inadequate lounges. lack of private 
rooms for writing, card games, and 
sports conunittees to organise 
competitions. etc., above all, no 
sun foom; faulty windOW design. 
poor plumbing architecture, no 
room for members of clubs to hold 
club functions, etc., are bad faults 
In the present Chalet. Absence of 
a lounge or common room at 
Betts Camp has already been 
commented upon. Particular at· 
tention must be given to provid­
ing adequate lounges, etc., water 
pipes must be readIJy accessible. 
and not run along any outside 
wall. This cfitlcism is not intended 
to be destructive, but merely to 
point out faults so that they will 
not be repeated In new buildings. 

Size of Ceulres 
It is suggested that the final 

size of each centre should be 
planned to provide accommodation 
for not more than 500. In the firSt 
stage, they might be limited to 
about half this size, and gradually 
Increased. However, it Is Import· 
ant that provision be made in the 
first place for increasing the size 
up to that finally planned. The 
final centre might comprise: 
1 Hotel to accommo· 

date about 90 (or 
two of 45 each) 90 persons 

2 Sports hotels to ac· 
commodate 45 each 90 

3 Chalets to accom· 
madate 45 each 135 

4 Hostels to accom· 
modate 30 each .. 120 

10 Cabins to accom· 
modate 6-8 each, say 70 

In addition, there should be 
utility services, e.g., power house, 
laundry, water supply, fuel ser· 
vice. restaurant, shop, and garage. 

O! course, there could be any 
variations of the above, the flnal 
composition of each centre would 
be largely determined by the ex· 
perlences gained during the prQ. 
gress of the ten years' plan, 



Selec tion of Sites. 
Genernt.-Pmctically any site 

that Is suitable for a Skl·centre 
will be found suitable for summer 
Interests. Unfortunately, the re· 
verse is not true. To be suitable as 
a Ski-centre, the surrounding ter­
rain must flrst of aU be suit-able 
for downhill running. It must be 
assured of snow In bad years, 
which occur once in every three or 
four years. No alpine resort has 
any attraction In "off' or "In­
between" seasons; then It Is bleak. 
uninviting, and usually muddy 
from melting SI10W until the snow 
leaves the higher le,·eis. It may be 
argued that people can be trans­
ported from lower levels to the 
snow dally .. This will not appeal 
to any skier, and only adds to the 
cost and uses unnecessary labour 
and transport. No sider wants his 
ski-lng limited to an area served 
by transport. and having his ski­
ing restricted to a set time-table. 
It will not satisfy the novice for 
long, either; he will want to watch 
and copy the more accomplished, 
and improve by their advice. No 
skier will waste his holidays In 
spending half his tlme being trans­
ported to the snow. It is very es­
sential that sid-centres be built 
where the maximum length of 
snow season is enjoyed, so that 
the "off" or In-between season is 
reduced to a minImum. There are 
plenty of sites within the Park 
that fUlfil this requirement, where 
the ski-Ing season lasts from May 
until the end of October, even In 
poor years. and later In better 
than average ones. This Is where 
the Hotel Kosciusko falls as a SkI­
centre, and accounts for its long 
"off" periods. In the average year, 
ski-Ing is only possible near the 
Hotel for a few weeks. 

The whole of our snowfields lie 
within the boundaries of the Park 
and cover an Ilrea greater than 
those of Switzerland. While prac­
tically all country over 5,000 feet 
abo\'e sea level Is snow covered 10 
wi=tter, this statement must be 
qualified by the fact that except In 
years of unusually heavy snowfall, 
the snow does not. rema10 on levels 
below 5,500 teet for any length at 
time, unless protected by and ad­
jacent to peaks of 6,000 feet or 
higher. As the summer season 
cannot start before December, 
centres must be selected to reduce 
!.he "off" season to a minimum. 
and avoid the need of costly trans· 
port to take skiers to suitable ski­
ing fields. 

Another requirement tor sult­
flble ski (or any other) centre is 

that It must be accessible. If It is 
not. transport charges will make 
building extremely costly. both to 
build and to run. difficult for vl.lil ­
tors to reach. especially In bad 
weather. Accessibility wl!i In­
fiuence the selection of sites. and 
must be cozUildered (see Trans­
port) before making 11 detl.nlte 
choice. Finally. any centre must 
be fairly sheltered. It is useless 
attempting to build In exposed 
po:sltlons In the Alps. It must hll,'e 
a convenient water supply. as well 
as be handy to timber Cor wood. 

Special conditions affecting the 
choice of ski-centres arc: Length 
of descent (not less than 1.000 teet. 
vertiea», variety of courses suit­
able for both expert and novice. 
The minimum required for a 
Second Class Test or Champion­
ship race Is 1.500 feet on suitable 
slopes. Such courses must be In 
the vicinity of the main centres 
If we are to have International 
races here to attract spectators and 
develop the sport of skl-Ing. 

Tralls •• or' .• 
.-rl!.!Icn' Sy81e Ul. 

The dlsadvllntages at t.he present 
combined rail-bus system have al­
ready been mentioned. Ilnd the 
possibility of speeding up the Jour­
ney examined. The period wblle 
luggage Is transferred 111. Cooma 
Is always one of bustle and con­
fusion. Existing eating houses can­
not cope with any more than the 
present. number. While theoret!­
clllly additional eating places can 
be provided, It Is doubtful U sufl!.­
clent staff could be obtained to 
work for but a few hours each day. 
U this system has to be main­
tained, the only solution Is to cut 
out the delay Ilt Cooma and go 
stratght through to Kosciusko, as 
has already been suggested. SOme 
system of sorting luggage and 
booldng seats and slcepers would 
avoid the unpleasant free· Cor-aU 
scramble that occurs at the pre· 
sent time. Road surfaces would 
have to be Improved to avoid the 
dust nuisance. Extension of the 
present road would have to be 
made to open up more of the 
snowfields. 

t1.lr Trnll/llpurl. 
Can air-liners land in bUzzard 

conditions right in the snowfields? 
In winter, {ngs arc frequent. winds 
are lerrUl.c in force, and Ilre not 
colUitant in direction. Landing 
fields are likely to be scarvla­
scoured. Transport to the various 
centres would still be necessary. 
While landings could be made at .. 

lower levels all the year round 
(e.g .. Jlndabyne), this would 10-
\'olve the same disadvantages of 
the present combined raU-bus 
system. 

" 'hruli g h IIUlul. 
ThIs Obviates the break of 

journey. Because of distance It 
cannot be accomplished overnight 
as comfortably as by train, wHh 
Its facilities for sleepers and other 
conveniences. There are two alter­
nalh'e routes; one Is a main al­
pine highway, opening up the 
whole of the snowfields. The 
second Is an extension of the pre­
sent route. perhaps down Spen­
cer's Creek to the Snowy, and ex­
tending along the Snowy to ilnk 
up l\1th the highway Ilt Adamln­
aby; this amounts to a big sec­
tion of the first suggested route. 

ThrllllJlh lIall_ 
H economleally possible, this Is 

the most practical means of tralUi­
port. and would make the journey 
pas.slble oventlght. either way. It 
Is the only method by which week­
end tours (ski trains) are possible. 
In America, week-end ski trains 
are very popular. They transformed 
ski-Ing into a national pastime 
overnight. It Is estimated that be­
tween 1,000 and 2,000 would leave 
Sydney e\'ery week-end on ski 
trains or slmllar tours in summer. 
While the actual route of a rail­
way is one to be determined by 
engineers, It should open up I1S 
much of the snowfields as possible. 
While It Is costly to build, the 
savings that It would effect In the 
cost or the several projects con­
templated may considerably offset 
Its cost. It is obVious that. tralUi­
port by rail Is cheapest, compllrl­
son only need be made between 
the present rail fare to Cooma and 
the bus fare to Kosciusko to bear 
thl~ OUt, Freight must be propor­
tionat~Jy cheaper. 

If the carriage of passengers and 
freight with the ex1st1ng volume 
(six !.raIns a week) between Syd­
ney and Cooma at present rate 
is profitable. then the carriage of 
5,000 (I.e ., 10.000 a fortnight, the 
aimed-at. accommodation) a week, 
with provisions, etc., necessary to 
maintain them, over the full dis­
tance must be more profitable 
at less than the present combined 
fare. 

F1etcber's Wood, Alpine lIut. 
Second prize, N.S.W. Photo­
graphic Competition. R. Adams 
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Conrlullion. 
Es~lmates should be made of 

the capital and running costs of 
aU methods. lhe savings in bulld­
Ing COSt!! of all projects by the 
dIfferent systems must be taken 
into account. FInally, comparisons 
of the estimated fares and freight 
rates. on the baSis of the esU­
matI!<! number of people and 
freight that would be carried, 
must be mllde. Unless the journey 
can be made overnight by train. 
It is likely that most people will 
prefer to travel by private car. 
After all. the return journey only 
means the consumpUon of about 
30 gallons of petrol, a little oli, 
and slight wear on the tyres for 
the private motorist (depreciation 
on the car would be the same 
whether t he tril) was made or 
not). Irrespective of the number 
carried. the ootal cost of the trip 
would be less than a single re­
turn Journey bg rail and bus. 
Leaving Sydney at 5 a.m.., the 
journey 15 completed almost as 
soon as the present bus arrives, 
althouah the train lea\'es the pre­
l10us nlahl. 

ll , howel'er. the journey can be 
made In a sleeper overnight by 
nlll. most people wW prefer that 
n y of tra\'cl. Through rall is the 
only system thllt 110'111 make pas­
s!ble week-cll(l to\,;n;, and bring 
Kosciusko wnhln the reach of 
Ol'ere.eas visitors on cruises, even 

thouah their stay In port 1s limlt.ed sible of all. The area bounded In 
to a few days. As the railways the triangle formed between thc 
have much 00 gain by taking the Ram's Ht;!ad Range and the Main 
railway through into the snow- Range, south of a line east and 
field s and much to lose if It is not, west through Smlggln Holcs. com-
they should be asked to esUmat.e prlses good sk.1-log country, and 
Its cost and the amount of pas- Is the only good sld-Ing terrain at 
sengers and freight (also rates) present accessible. Unfortunately, 
that would be requi red to make It Hotel Kosciusko 1s just below the 
pay. It can then be seen If It is s now line, and suffers all the dis-
an economic proposition. advantages mentioned earlier. 

.:~C .. nC or Su.lca.ble Skiiag 
(;o uolr,·_ 

The snowfields extend from the 
Victorian border north to Klandra. 
It Is unfortunate that the greater 
part of the northern secUon be­
tween Jargunal and Klandra 
generally does not fulfil the pre­
vious requirements laid down. 
There are some good slopes, but 
generally they are Isolated. 
Klandra and Adamlnaby are the 
only polntl! :served by road outside 
those on the Kosclusko-Summlt 
road. Prom Jargunal south, panJ­
cularly between Tate and the 
summit, a peclally on the west 
side, which rivals the best over­
seas. lies the best ski- ing terrain. 
Unfortunately, It Is fairly inacces­
sible, except near the southern end 
clO6C to the summit rood. The 
Grey Marc Range, running paral­
lel on the west, promises good tral1 
running, but It Is moot Inacces-

While lhe maXimum use of It 
should be made. expendIture on 
it should be kept at a minImum, 
and the more sUitable ski-log 
cenl.l'es concentrated upon. Betts 
Camp and the Chalet, the remain­
ing other present accommodation 
houses. are weU situated. although 
the former needs additions (see 
plan submitted) to make It habit­
uble. 

SII,~N lIt>c oliline nd e li. 
Although the question of which 

transport system is finally deter­
mined upon will lnnuence !.he 
selection of sites, no matter what 
one is determlned upon, Its final 
secUon Ut may be taken past KOI5-
c lusko to link up with Victoria) 
nearing Kosctusko wUl follow the 
route up the Snowy and through 
the Perlshers to the Chalet. and 
link up with the present Hotel to 
Charlotte Pass Road. I ~ is there­
fore possible to select at le8llt a 
few centres that wlU be accessible 
In any case. 

-



FIrst, we have the Chalet, with 
Its u1stlng machinery and faclll­
ties that are capable of serving a 
larger community. The terrain Is 
6Uitable for ski-lng, and Is within 
reach of a big section of the best 
ski-tng slopes of the main range, 
and It Is obvious that this Is an 
eminently suitable slt-e for one ot 
the centres. 

Next. we select a. site in the 
Perishers. hitherto undeveloped. 
which enjoys the maximum winter 
season.. Good slopes, well shel­
tered, easy of access by any ot the 
transport systems. 

Irrespective or transport sys­
tem, a centre In the Pound's Creek 
area must be our next choice. It 
ls in the heart of the best sld-tng 
area on the Main Range, and has 
surrounding slopP.S atJordlng a 
variety of runs of 1500 feet. It will 
open up much of the Western 
Face. Even at present it only needs 
sllghtly more than a road down 
Spencer's Creek (or alternatively 
direct from the gap overlooking 
Betts Camp) to make it acces­
$.Ible. It ls In close proximity to 
any route that comes up the 
Snowy Valley. 

There are other sites along the 
present road that are suitable. e.g., 
Mt. Guthrie, Betts Camp area, 
but It Is advisable that as much 
of the ski-Ing country as possible 
Should be opened up, mther than 
concentrate all centres along Ule 
one vaIley. Further selection of 
centres must be left until the 
question of t ransport Is deter­
mined. Subject to accessibility. the 
following sites must receive con­
sideration: Snowy Valley between 
Etheridge and Clarke; Hedley 
Tarn-Blue Lake area; White's 
River; Mt. Jargunai. Further ob­
servation Is required before any 
recommendation can be made to 
sites on the Western Face; they 
mayor may not be too exposed. 
In the meantime, two shelter huts 
on Townsend West. and Twynam 
West should be built., so that a 
few days could be spent in explora­
tion of posslbillties there. At pre­
sent., only hurried trips are pos­
sible, because of lack of shelter In 
that area. 

l.m.medJate Plan. 
The most pressing requiremen t. 

is to open all avaIlable accommo­
dation and make the maximum 
use of It. Existing huts, particu­
larly Betts Camp (on lines sug­
gested in sketch already sub­
mitted) , should be Improved and 
made more habitable. A chain of 
huts along the Main Range be-

tween Adamlnaby and Kosciusko 
should be established by erectlng 
new huts and improving some al­
ready built. and thus open up the 
greater part or the snowll.elds. 
Adamlnaby Is reasonably close 
enoullh to the best om of the 
snow-belt to be cons!dered as the 
northern terminal. It Is far more 
suitable than Klandra, which Is 
more like a "ghost" town. The 
construction or a short road from 
Adamlnaby to the snow-Une, 
where a hut as a "hopping-off" 
place should be built, would give 
easy access. WhIle the present 
time, because or hJgh costs, Is not 
opportune to consider reductions 
in tarlf'l's or fares. some attempt 
should be made towards evenlng­
out winter and summer tariffs. 
Endeavours s hould be made to 
attract more people throughout 
the summer season (e.g., rode05, 
riding and hJktng tours, etc.). 

The next thing Is to speed up 
transport by eliminating delay at 
Cooma. ct.c. Experiments should 
be made to see if It is practical to 
transport visitors right through to 
their destination. and get them 
there at. the earliest po5Slble. A 
system for tmns.{erring luggage at 
Cooma and booking berths. etc .. 
should be arranged to avoid the 
confusion and necessity to line up 
for booktngs at the station. It pos­
sible, arrivals and departures 
should be spread e,enly over the 
week. It Is polnt-ed out that one 
big objection to mid-week arrival 
in the past was that the only 
transport trom Cooma was by 
mall-car. which. serving all places 
along the route. did not. arrive in 
Kosciusko until 1 p.ro.-six hours 
after arrival at Cooma. 

The two shelter huts on the 
Western Face should be built im­
mediately, both as a safety pre­
caution and so that condltlons 
there can receive closer observa­
tion and let experiences gained 
guide futUre development In this 
part, which Is the finest ski-ing 
ground In Australla. Other ex­
plora tory huts should be bullt at 
the more inaccessible places on 
the west of the Main Divide be­
tween JlI.rguna\ and the Victorian 
border. Some kind of a crossing 
over the Snowy near Pound'S 
Creek Hut must be built. The 
cl"05Sing Is extremely dangerous. 
and has nearly caused ratalltles on 
sc\'eral occasions. Crossings should 
also be built over all open streams 
along the regular tour line of the 
Main Range. 

The next step is the commence­
ment of the three centres that 
have been definitely selected: (1) 
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At the Chalet. (2) In the valley 
between the Back and Front 
Perlshers. (3) Pound's Creek Val­
ley. (1) and (2) are already ac­
cessible by road; (3) only requlres 
a short road to be bullt, either 
down Spencer's Creek or around 
the southern end at the Perlsher 
facing Bett.s Camp over the gap 
and down to the Snowy (It. will 
have to be built. In any case). 
Each of these three centres should 
be developed to accommodate 
about 250 each, which, with other 
existing buildings. will provide ac­
commodation for about 1,000 
people. 

It Is unlikely that the Trust wUl 
have sumcient funds to carry out 
development as fast as It would 
like, and It Is therefore recom­
mended that sites at each centre 
be made available to private en­
terprise to run guest houses, etc., 
on conditions that·wUi be mutually 
agreeable. Utility services at each 
centre, or to serve all centres, 
should be controlled by the Trust 
through a body established to un­
dertake such work (power and 
water supply, wood cutting, etc.) . 
SId-Ults will be wanted near all 
centres. I t Is suggested that over­
seas nrms who have had a deal of 
experience In this work will be 
wllling to make such installations, 
and guarantee their successful 
operation. Since the skl-Uft at the 
Chalet appears to have been more 
C05tly than those overseas, and 
has nex been altogether satisfac­
tory In operation, this matter 
should be thoroughly Investigated. 

During this period, the question 
of transport should have been 
settled, routes determined, and on 
the way to completion. Further 
centres should not be started un­
til they are accessible. Neverthe­
less, It Is recommended that. some 
"Camps" should be built through­
out the length of the Park to open 
up the snowfields and provide ac­
commodation for tour parUes. 
From "Camps" a thorough ex­
plomtlon of the snowfields can be 
made, and the possibilities of 
additional centres detenn!ned . 

I.Amg Ronge Plnn. 
This begins with the determina­

tion of the transport question. The 
first stage is the building of rOtl.ds 
and/ or rallway, which have to be 
operating sumclenUy to tmnsport 
materials and labour to the 
selected centres. By this time. the 
immediate plan wUl have been 
completed. Each year, two new 
sites should be selected and de­
veloped to accommodate 250 each 



and the already selected sites In­
creased to accommodate an addi­
tional 500 between them, maklng 
a total increase of 1,000 each year. 
Each year, It can be determlned 
whether this increase Is too fast 
or too slow, and the plan modified 
or accelerated as required. T he 
experience gained each year will 
be the guide In the selection of 
new centrCl>. and the type of ac­
commodation most required. Each 
year, a tentative selection of sites 
for the next year should be made, 
and their posslblllties explored; 
the area of the Park Is so huge 

that It.s possibilities will take many 
years to unfold. Therefore the ad­
vantages and disadvantages of 
every proposed site must be fully 
investigated. so that there will be 
no prospect of a more desirable 
site being overlooked. 

At some stage of the plan. ac­
cess must be provided to people 
coming from southern States or 
from the Riverina and there­
abouts. Much will depend on the 
decision for road or rail, or per­
haps both. To open up the whole 
of the area, the route required 
would nm from K!andra south to 

Finn's or White's River to the 
Snowy. then up the Snowy Valley 
to Kosciusko, south to below 
Ram's Head. The north end Is 
served by road from Tumut to 
Kiandra. continuing on to Cooma. 
At Rules Point, a long this road 
north of Kiandra. a track leads 
on to the outskIrts ot Capital 
Territory. The south end is only 
served by the Kosciusko road from 
Cooma. The whole of the main 
snowfields between Kosciusko and 
Kiandra are therefore generally 
inaccessible, and must remain so 
until roads or railways are built. 
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