


time the championship was decided by
merely a straight run downhill. Had the
course included some uphill work and some
zig-zag running through wood, it is safe to
predict that the superiority of the Norwegian
would have been more apparent. .

The following is an account of the jump-
ing at the same meeting:

“The Jump event was a test of sKi-riding
over a 5ft. bank of snow, the start from any-
where on the slope above the measurement
taken from the face of the bank to the spot
where the rider’s feet again touched the
snow. Last year’s winning jump was 38ft.
6in.; 41ft. 10in. secured the trophy this year,
this distance being jumped by Winther, who
then offered to make a jump down an incline
in the manner common in Norway. A snow
bank 6ft. high was built in a spot indicated
and Winther, taking a preliminary run from
the top of the championship course, rode over
this alighting 62ff. below. A second attempt
put up 2 record of 77ft. With the snow in
better order, the rider was confident he
could have reached 100ft.’

All this is a curious parallel to the achieve-
ments of the Telemarkings near Christiania
and of Norwegian students inh Germany, Aus-
tria and Switzerland,

Herr Winther also introduced modern
bindings to Australia, for Mr. Kerry writes
that until he “showed us the new style our
fastening was a simple wide leather ‘band
adjustable across the toe, from which the
feet became at once detached if the runner
fell. Now the fixed bhoot style (whatever that
may be—Ed) is in vogue”

As regards swinging and {twrning, Mr.
Kerry writes: “Very few Australian runners
—not more than six—can while travelling
switfly stop or turn in a few feet and reverse
their positions.” And in answer to an in-
uiry about the stick he replies: “We use only
one stick as an ald and in dangerous spots
on steep slopes it is. our practice to sit down
hard and use it as/a brake.” From which it
seems fair to conclude that, in common with
most other Norwegian teachers, Herr Win-
ther neglected to show his pupils how to con-
trol the speed om steep and difficult ground
by means of the ski themselves, without re-
sorting to the expedient of sitting on the
stick. Australian runners, when they have
gained more skill,; will, however, doubtless
discover this for themselves, if, indeed, they
have not already done so.
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The type of ski in use at Kiandra differs
from the ordinary Telemark pattern.  Mr.
Kerry writes: “Our ski are about 4in. wide
and 7ft long, slightly broader at the centre,
and also stouter; bend about the same as
Norwegian. In fact, our ski are generally
made by Norwegians, of whom several are
mining in the locality. We have tried the
long Norwegian ski-—about 8ft. to 9ft. nar-
row, with groove at the base, but find them
not so suitable for our snow, which is fre-
quently soft. We use a local straight-grained
timber called mountain ash and let the snow
wear grooves in the base by cutiing away
the softer part of the grain. “Personally,”
adds Mr. Kerry, “I have mine grooved arti-
ficially about six to the inch and a quarter
inch deep, which ensures a good grip on the
snow.” The ordinary Telemark ski used about
Christiania and in most parts of Norway
are about 7ft. 6in. long and about 5in. wide
at the centre, so the “long Norwegian ski”
above referred to are doubtless those still
used by the country folk on the wind-swapt
fjelds and in Sweden. ' '

Mr. Kerry encloses a number of newspaper
cuttings, setting forth accounts of the beauty
of the Snowy Mountains in winter and of
the joys of ski-running there, all of which
show that the sport is likely to become as
popular in Australia as in other countries

‘where it has been tried. Is it too much to

hope that the day is not far distant when
lovers of winter sport in this country and
in that., will meet in friendly emulation on
the snow with ash on their feet, even as
they now meet on the cricket pitch with
willow in their hands?

[*Capt. Richardson, a noted British authority
on ski-ing, is obviously speaking in the wvery
early years of the century.—D.M.R.]




