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Plains which are of an average beight of 
5400It: These triPS across the wind-sculp­
tured snow are rewarded by views of mighty 
Buffalo. etc., ranging out to ~ horizon. 
Under idea.l conditions it is ' also possible to 
catch &. glimpse of Ko.scuisko on the skyline. 
Abundant snow has always "been a.vailable 
for ski-fng from the end of June through 
to the end of September or October, and 
even later on the higher peaks". 

Palls Creek has much to attract skiers 
from ot~r centres, The Nissen Alpine Club 
runs a ski tow whJch is operated foo' a. ver­
tical pull of 800 feet. (last season it was only 
600 feeU aDd the Myrtleford Club has a 
small ski tow of it.s own. Its easy access llru; ! 
drawn many Melbourne Clubs Jm~ there " 
is still talk of some Sydney clUbs build ing 
there. AS a bn.<;e for touring it is a wonder­
ful sPOt and the Frying Pan and Fal~s Greek 
it.o;;elf were considered good enough for the 
venue of the last Inter-.oominion. 

I t is rather 8. novel experience to be ski­
ing down a s lope. and La know that not far 
below you Is a race line (a wide, deep chan­
nel which collects run-otT water for utilisa­
tion In the Hydro-Electric Power Scheme) 
'Which copld spell disaster tor the unwary. 
These race lines get covered with snow in 
mid-winter, but the snow '.is. not nearly 
secure enough senera.lly to carry the weight 
of the skier, lience they must be jumped 
(but this is only fo r tbe few) or they must 

Thredbo Ski.ing 
By W . D avy 

THE Thredbo River is a landmark to all 
Kosciusko siders, (or it is from the lower 

end of this valley that the road. to the snow 
really starts to gain height. This is as far 
as most skiers' interest goes, for up until a 
very s hort time .ago the ski-ing slopes of 
the valley of the Thredbo were but a haunt 
of types armed with very adhesive skins and 
the roving instinct inclined to places other 
than the Western Faces. 

My first sight of the valley was in 1948. 
When. as a very beginner, I clambered over 
to th e top aDd looked down what a.t the 
time was to me 8. vertical face. I think that 
it was in 1950 that., with Charles Anton, 
Oscar. Joe ·and Shan 1\JrnbulI, of Victoria, 
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be crossed ' ~t one· 01 tne bridges skiers have 
bu·lJt dutlng t.he s wnmer months. 

The racing Or competitive side of ski- Ing 
in Falls Creek is handled by the North 
Eastern · District Ski-ing Association 
(NEDSA). This ASsoCia.tion organises once 
a year a Held day"of sports and races and all 
Clubs under its auspices are entitlM to com­
pete for the Championship of the North 
East and. to hold the Lindner Cup for the 
ensuing 12 months. The first two pJace­
gett.ers in the Championship are entitled to 
race in the Victorian Inter-Club Champion­
ship held later in the year. Lower grl!-des 
are also encouraged by trophies and cups 
made available 10r B and C Grades. Racing 
eqJ.tipmenti· such as poles. telephones. wire. 
etc., are ··proCured by plaCing a small yearly 
subscription· on each Club. 

1 made my next trip. It was then tha.t I 
realised what a wonderful slope· i t really 
was. Here, within forty minutes of the 
Chalet, was a ski-ing ground better than I 
had Seen on the maJn range and infinitely 
more accessible. Since then, with a sllght 
acquaintance with European nms, I can 
compare it favourably in va.riety for all 
classes of skIer, except perhaps the real be­
ginner, and its racing possibilities with any­
where on the Continent I have seen. This 
should be tempered slightly in tb.a.t the 
maximum vertical drop at the moment .for a 
dO"WllhiI lrace is only 1900 feet. In Europe 
2000 feet 15 considered a good minimum. This 
·height, however, should be atained before 
long as trails are cut lower into the trees. 
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Snowy' Valley from Northern Spur o~ Paralyser. Photo. G. Petersen. 

F'i'Om the Chalet, after climbing between 
"the" two peaks of Stilwell, it's but a gentle 
pUSh across the Hat top some three-quarters 
of a mile to the beginning or the run. From 
the top the view Is spectacular. Far below 
can be seen the course of the Thredbo River 
shi, directly across, t.he thickly timbered 
Rocky Knob" To the south-west is the Dead 
Horse Gap and a I1ttle further south an­
other range in which ~ river rises. To the 
left in the distance is the Jindabyne Valley. 
The north-western side of the valley on 
which we stand" is iknown as the Kangaroo 
Ridge, terminated In the south by the peak 
of Ram's Head. ! " 

The first hundred feet of the run (If you 
go straight) is ve.h gentle and misleading" 
Once on to the )slope proper, however, it 
loses all pretence: of gentleness and drops 
sharply away. About fOUr hundred feet 
down there is then a tendency to flat.ten 
out and" here you ~ strike the trees for the 
first time. These ~n " be let!; well alone if 

so 

desired and a good run goes down "a valley 
that can be enjoyed. by all comers. For the 
more intrepid, steep and difficult ways can 
be found through the trees with as many 
obstacles as the wildest. could desire. This 
particular part of the ski-tng slope tenn1n­
stes in a tree-lined valley at about 1600 feet 
from the toP. From here on Bob Amott and 
a few supporters have "eut out a track to 
take the ski.....fng further down still, giving 
1900 feet in all, abOut 4950 teet above sea 
level. This last part through the trees is not 
difficult. 

In 1953 the Australian and state Cha.m­
pionships were held here tor the first time" 
The run was named by Bob Arnott the 
"George Chisholm Downhill Course" in ap­
preciation of the latter's efforts to further 
ski-ing In Australla. It turned out to be a 
magnificent racecourse, providing all the 
necessary variations "to make a. first-class 
downhill. It ended. with 1600 feet of running 
over steep and not so steep slopes, through 



trees and over bumps and ridges.: Next year, 
with luck, it will be the full 1900 feet. 

Been from below, the charm of true Au.s~ 
tralian skt-ing can be fully appreciated 
Away from the cut trail the snow gtlDl5 are 
so thick that penetraUon is well nigh im~ 
pooslble. Out. of the nearly continUQus wind 
of the higher ridges it is wonderfully quiet 
and, incidentally, a nicer plaoe to have lunch 
on the Snowy Mountains would be d1ffi.cult 
to find. 

ThJs leads to another very important point. 
It Is seldom that the Tbredbo Valley WOUld 
not be skiable as far as wind and weather 
are concerned. Fog and blizzard lose their 
force in these sheltered regions. As for snow 
conditions, I reel that in general they are 
better than those of the main range. 

AU that has been said up· to date deals 
'with tbe past and present. Far more impor­
tant is the future 0 fthe sld-lng of this val­
ley. Here, I believe. is the ma.kings of the 
ski- Ing conditions that will enable Aus­
wide events. In Australia, with our highest. 
traUans t.o compete successfully in world-

Building in the Snow , 
By Donald Ch.arles Maclurc;n 

pRIOR to the last two or three years the 
State Government has strongly resisted 

any attempt by private organisations to erect 
buildings on our snow fields in the Southern 
Alps around Mount Kosciusko: Recent re­
laxation of this pollcy has seen a.n interest­
ing variety of Lodges and Shelter Huts 
spring up on the ranges, erected through 
the enthusiastic efforts of private clubs .In­
terested. in the great sport of ski-ing and 
ski touring. I have visited nurly all of these 
buildings and been techn.tcaUy connected 
with the work on' some, and now set down 
for you some of my impresstons and some 
of the lessons whiCh may be learned. 

Bu.Uding in the snow ! 
Shall we begin with .the site? Siting a 

building in the snow country is of the 
greatest importance in order to ensure that: 

(a) It is reasonably accessible In ' bad. 
weather. 

(b) A natural water supply is nearby. 
(cl There is a proper scour. 

peak a.t only a little over 7000 feet, and a 
reliable snow line at a little wider 5000 feet, 
we are restricted. In our downb1ll. courses to 
the few slopes between these altitudes with 
the necessary steepneSs and continUity. ot 
the slopes that fulfil .these "conditions, the 
Thtedbo is the only o~ with a real future, 
a«;cesslb~e in mid-win~ and yet with variety 
of terTaUl and the necessary steepness. 

To open up the slope effectively a ski lift 
of some 59rt is essenti&J.-and it will need to 
be a big one. In tUrn. this is out of the ques­
tion until a road is bdut up the Tbredbo by 
the Government. This Is actually the pro­
pO&ed route or the road to Victoria over the 
Dead. Horse Gap, but when this will be made 
remains anyone's guess. Perhaps private 'en­
terprise with the necessary' backing will 
accomp&h this. 

Until a lift is built. however, we still have 
a wonderful ski slope of comparative acces&­
lbility from the Chalet. Let it be hOped. that 
not in the too far distant future it will be 
unnecessary to go to Europe to find slopes 
on which to learn to compete in international 
downhill. 

Accessibility is related to other ma.tters. A 
snow lodge in a certain place may be cailed 
reasonably accessible for expert skiers, but 
dangerous for beginners. Therefore, compro­
mise 'is usual after giving due consideration 
to such things as slUllight penetration into 
the valley chosen for the building and snow 
deposition. It is obvious that a site reached 
easily would be nevertheless valueless if it 
was too much In shadow for a long perlod 
of the winter day and was placed where 
very llttIe snow settled. 

The scour business is quite a thing. Being 
the representative of ' a distinguished and 
enthu.s1a.stic country ski club on the $kj 
Council of N.S.W .• I recently thought J 
.o;hould visit their "lodge." It was a misty cold 
morning or poor visibility and I had cOl"rW 
some .four miles with a beavy ruck-sack. I 
cl.imbed. a few hund.red tedious feet (being 
a fog-bound morning) and reached where 
my compartlon and mysel! had reckoned 
the building should be. So r stood! Hot after 
the exertion, but cold as the perspiration 
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