
A W inter's Work 
By W arrand Begg 

I ~pCl1t "ev{' n weeks in t he win ter of lC)34 as "otr" itlcr" to the enginee r 111 

charKc 4.j !Ill' Slalr- Electricity CunlIl1i"~ion',, I1wlt·orologica l ~Iation 011 the 
Bogrmg- !Jig-It Plaim. The stat ion ha,; hl.:('l1 estahlbhcd 011 the [ht open span~ 
belo\\' \\'allac~'s .Hut and i " apprll<Lchcd by a track up the :\Iiddle Creek 
\';dle.'" from "Shannon \ 'ale: ' :'Ilr. GCUff:'c l-'itzg-crald'" homestead .. \ n:ry 
comfortahle. ii ;"ullll:what compact. hou ... c h:IS heen huilt. in which li\'ed the 
l'lI;:!"hll'cr. :\Ir. OIH'II. )[r;:, Olsen ilnd their !lon. Lassc. I \\as living at the 
Cupc,llut. ahollt a mile iurtl1{'f IlJllh~' \ alley. I hat! to "ki to w(Jrk each 
I1Wf1l1ng. 

The scope oi the work carri~'d I1tIl at the .. talion j .. Yery wide: in addition 
10 ... tandanl Il1t·It:(Jrolu~.,';eal work. sueh as det~'rll1in;uinll of pn:l'ipitation, te1ll­
perature", :wcl ,,0 Oil, it eo\ers a Oetailt.'d .. tlld~ oi the heh;n- joilr of the water 
(including "nuw). ho t h on amI in the ground. ,\ly joh was to bore holes 
"ix fect dec I' in the grnund and to wk{' "amplt·" of the ,;oil e\cr~ foot. Tlw::e 
~al1lpl("~ we're taken to the ",tat ion, where the I11l! i ~tufl· Ctmtcnt ,,-as deter­
mined. It wa" essen t ial that no ,.nOI\· or other moiqure mixed with the 
salllph',~. ,,0 it \\'a~ nere""an' to renH.,JI·C the ~no\\' from an area u:.uall\' ah()ut 
fou r feet :;quare. For tIll: -same n'a";O!l the 1\'(Irk cuuld Iw carried O'UI un ly 
in tine \\'l'athl·r. 

(In otilel' ut:t:a~il!n .. [ wou ld al'Cumpan." :I II'. {) j,;en or go alune 011 
in:-:,pl:l·tioll uf one o f the t h ree li nC's oi ,;!lUII' g-:!I\g"e SI:l lirons, in l'relt~' \ ·alley. 
Rocky '-alky. (I I' do\\'n to Roper':; Hut. In really 1l:'td l\Cather we would 
work ;H calculating the record:; in the "(lfrice." that i ... . the IiI illg room, Here 
a)"o Las~e would Iw "tudying. i(,r he 11;1:-> g-ettil1g- hi., ,;chuolin;.:- by l·orr.:­
:-;polldellce. 

The trip" an,lInd the lint's of g-ang'e "latiol1' arTrlrded the be;;t oppor­
tmllt)' ior ::.k i-ing, anJ 1 had ~OIllC I cry plca"ulIl lla.\,. d~':-.pite the iat:t that 
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Cope H ut. Bogong H igh P lain - -w. n'I< \:. 

:l. smal l toboggan liuNi out t~> ca rr~ i n-.tnlllll'llh bad t1~ l\ all~ tv be dra);g"cLl 
around. The ,;; r ation.~ in PrettI and H.ock," \'alle\'s a re ~itll;lted Ull ;;;111)\\ pole 
line;<, the poles being" ~pacecJ 100 j~:ct apart. .-\\ eadl pole the depth of ;<110\\" 

is IlH',l:>urcc1 tD 11 ",heel-meW I plate fastened to the ground. Thi" ntea .. urc­
!Ilent is made wi th a specia l "ki ;; t ick uf hickt,ry. abuut l'CI('n ie-et it'llg. 
graduated frulll the handle rnd. The,.;c " t ick,; :-Ife Ycry ullw ieldy to ,.,k i I\, jt b 
at fir"t. ,\\ cad I " talion tht: "lllJw-ialJ "'111c(' the la,,\ in::.\wctiu ll i .. dete r mined 
by weighing' till: cylinder \Iith it:' cunlcnt,:. and then cllI1Hyin),{ and re~\\'cigh­

ing. The ~cales a rc mounted Ull the l ittle tobuggan. T hcll tht: 1:\1"11)\1" othe r 
reading,; a re m adr.: and cntr.:rt'd in a nl'ld hook. One lx'came qll ilt, all atkpt 
at ski-illg' w it h no\ehuuk and pencil in hand and t he lifted ~tr.: 1lI tur n \\'a,; 
grr.:atly u".ed, Th i" job wa" 1lIo;<t Illlph':l~allt ill hiH.! \\-eather a" gro.::Lt (Iiffi ­
culty wa~ r.:xpericnn'd ill kCl'p illg tht: field book dr~· . The I~llpcr's Hut line 
of !'t atiOIl,; wa,; ":Ii-th' differt.'nt from the other tW(). and the I-tiltiOllS were 
not co nn o.:cted by ,; now PlJ ! e~. T he line r.:xle ntlctl nort hw;lrd. real ly Of1 the 
pla ins. alld t he la~t ",tal ion wa,.. belli\\' the Hilt a t an ;lI tll\l<le of litt le 1lIore 
than -UXlO fee t. 

The aho'-e "hon de"criptioll o i the work may make it all "celll \'cry 
stra ight fllrwa rd. b l1 t it wa:; really extraordina ry hoI\' little difne ult ic'> cnJpped 
lip, TI\ll ';. ::;ometime::; a sno\\' b in \\'a" em'e red completely o r froz l.'n in and 
had to he dug Ollt. ur e];<e thc cuntent... wcre frozcn to the bin and hatl to he 
chipped out bit by hit after weighing, ,\1 o ther lime:- "c\'{~ral attempl:, \\-mlld 
be madc be forc a good :;amp1c of ;;no\\' fo r den"ilY measnn'!11cnt could be 
obtaill l.'<1 in thc :-pcc ia! cli tt ing c-"l inder. SCimetimes lllllCh digg ing- would 
be n eCC:;l-liuT to ttncu,'cr t he trap-doo r O\r:f t hc :-.1101\" melt ing gauge. Yc t 
another <Iimcu! t.'". which aro"c a" ;;pring- approached, \\'<1:; thc cro;;sing of 
open st reams. T his gcn~'rally mcan t \\'t.'t feC I for the rc"t Iii thc da~. 



Reading a snow gauge near Mt. Cope. 
N ote the scales mounted on a toboggan. 

So much for the day'" work. Knock-utT timc lIn" .i o·clock. and then r 
would pack up. and go to thc U b cn's house to drop the day's ,;oil :.ample;;; or 
get the ordcr" fo r the morrow. J.a ...... c would be ready for ;1 fell" practice 
runs heiorc r "ct on for "home" to t~'a and bed. On the lI'al' 1 lI"ould cullect 
enough \\"ood in my arm" to kecp lip my "upply. Fn.' tillently 1 \\"a ... inl ited 
to stay to dine lI"ith the Olsen:,. In thi.; cI"Cnt La:.-:'c and I II'oulcl ",ki Ihually 
until dark if 11"1.' felt inclined. Then il pair uf ~l r. O!,;en'" "Iippcr,; wa" at 
Illy di!"posal in t he heal1tifl1l!\" \\"arm liv in g rOOIl1. The spot ie"" tahle cloth 
laid wi th .'ihining "iiver and gja" .~\\are lias a \lclcu1l1c change frum the ruugh 
.'ilah table at Cope llut. The \\"il"l'"\(,""" pro\ idccl dinncr lllu:;ic and kept us 
abreast of the I1l'W". ,\fter the \\"a"hing-np . a game ui cards or a li\t,'I~ (li,..­
c uss ion I\'mild make the e,-euing pa .. ,., all t uo qui..-kly. Then for mc it Wib 

a case of climbing into ski hOOh again. putting u n my electric head-lamp 
and !ietting (lilt into the sno\\". In fine weather w ith g(Jori snow the hume­
ward trip did nOI lak!.' more than 20 minu te .. <11111 wa:; yery pll'a!-o!1111, Bllt 
with icy conditioll!i, high head wind. or dense iOK it took considerably longer 
and at time!" was qui te difficult. ()\lCe hOllle. the thing to do \\'a,... to hop into 
bed as quickly <1!i po:;;;ible. a" lh e hut wa:; ITry cold and it wa~ no t worth 
while lighting a fire. ,\s a mattcr of iact. from thc middle of .-\11;':-0"\ on­
wards therc was a con tinuolb ... trC:l111 o i l-j"iLOr ... 10 the COpt" 1I11t. '-0 the 
fire was usually alight, Eg-gs and bacon wa.!' 1I1y ,.,tandard breakfa,...t. and 
J was qu ite surprised the firsl lime 1 found that the eggs \\"o111d nut crack 
in the usual wa,\' . They peeled quitc eas ily. ho\\·c\·er. and lookt't/ ju~t lik e 
a lUlllp of g las!i. \\ 'hcn dropped into t he pan the cg-g would grad ually thaw 
ou t and cook at the same ti1l1c, The tha\\' ing took ~(J long that mO,.1 of the 
egg was cooked hard beiore the in~ide wa,., 111~' 1ted. ;\nothcr quite !-o1'riou5 
consideration in the morning was th e thawing out of boot". 

On my fir"t week-cud I made a trip \Iith ).11'. Guy. who is rngineer in 
charge of genera! hvrlro-elect ric illl·c .. tigation, til the S.E.C. Hut in Pretty 
Valley, int ending to' go to ~lounl Fain ter the iollo\I'ing day, Howcler. tile 
weather t urned vcry bad a nd \\"(' had to retl1rn. after a com fortable nig-ht in 



The S.E.C. Experimental Gully, near Wallace's Hut. 
_w. B~~~. 

t he hut. (In pas"ing-. 1 \\"uuid point om for the guidance of \"ictorian ~kiers 
that thi~ hilt i,; h'pt lucked and so i::- not to hc relied .111 for shelte r or 
accoml1l{J(latioll.) Un ,;ub~e(luent week-end" T made several trips to i\ Toullt 
lTothalll. oiten arriving well aiter dark. as I usually secmed to ::.trike bad 
weather ur Ie it Cope tou late in the afternoon. On one occasion J made the 
r etU1"11 jonrne}" in one day, lea, ing Cope Hut at abont 8.30 :1.111. 

J fonnel there was a certain fa,;cinatioll in tra\'clling alone o\'er these 
comparatilcly long" cii:;;tanccs. though one i;; naturall)- more cautious than 
usual Oil s teep or difficult de::.ccnt:<, I had only two really unpleasant experi­
ence". On one ocea:< ioll . after a vcry healY "'now-fall. I WO\!Oi compelled to 
ski iu deep :-oit sno\\' right down to Dihbin"c' 'Ilit on my return from' lotha m. 
On auother. this timc at night. the wind \'cluc ity was so high a t one poilll on 
thc Loch I~idge that 1 had to takc olT my "ki. and e\en then \\"as, for 0\ time. 
unable to ~tand. The advantage of being- alone lies ch ieAy in the fact that 
one :.cc:' l11uch more of the natil'e animal and bird lifc than m.llal. Thus f 
found that the birds. particularly robin redbreast~. were \'ery tame. They 
would frequently perch on my ski ;;tuck into the ~now. c101>e to where I 
\\"a~ \\"orking, 

.\ precaution that [ took when :-ki-ing alol1(' was. at each hut I passed. 
to leave a note in a conspicuous po:-ition. gil'ing Illy name, when' left ami 
wh ither hound. The note migh t. in the e\'elll of trouble. sale the inevitahle 
search party a lot oi work. 

,\ ie\\' general obserWllions mOl)' be oi interest, Firstly. as to clothing, 
)'I y uni"cr"ai aliter garment was a zipp-fa"tcncd jacket of Grenfell cloth. 
The cloth \\'011> doub le o,'cr the shoulders ;l1ld halfway dOWll the back, and 
the ::.!ce\'es were amply long and buttoned at the wrists, This material is, 
adm ittedly, not fully waterproof. particularly where there is constant rub­
bing as by shouldcr s traps; but' fOllnd tha t a hean' woollen swea ter 
underneath kept th e wet from penetrating. This had -some pretty severe 
te sts as temperatures werc mild and we thus had a lot of cold driv ing s leet 



in~tead of sno\Y-fall .£;. On (Inc on';lsiun I c-.:per ienceu a \Yet bliz;wrd prac­
tically head-oil. all the \\a~' iru!]l Cope Httt to Hotham Height,;. J~o(jl;; gal"e 
I'cry little trouble. r keJlt thl'm \Yen gTea~ed with oruinary dripping-haling 
pill Stockholm tar on Illl' ;;('ams when nel\ anu uried them vcry carefully. 

Fur light loads I u,;ed a ,'en" ;;1llan h01lll'-made ruck"ack without a frame. 
made of Japara. I\'aterpro<,fcd \\"ith paraffin wax. T u,.ed a frame rucksack 
over a wide range of he,wier load;;, In ("("1.';.1' country when the load ge ts up 
to 501u. or Illore and i " hulky and awkward ;\ light sled hecomes L1~dnl. \\·c 
had a small tohoggall 011 w hich lI"ere 1ll0\11lted the ,;ca le::i. shrn"e1. ~noll"-:';1!Tlpl­
iug cyl inder and al l uther t~)01;; nece;;sary fur the routine in;;pect io n. The 
harne~~ fnund mo;;t sati~fact()n' was a wide eanl'as belt around the waist to 
which I,'('re attached tht' rope" "from the tohoggan. For uescelH1ing hill-.. l\1r. 
Olsen had an arrangement for ia,;tening- a :.ki :-tick rigidl~" to the tohoggan. so 
th at it projected forward and could be hdd in the hand. The device ,,"as no 
g OO(] for sharp corner:;, hut neither j" any other ;;cheme that I h;\\'e seen ye t. 
OJ course, the toboggan. wi th iii- wide. Aat. running surface . was quite usele!'s 
on a :<ide slope . 11 \\"a::i foun d that :'.[ix wa~ the most :;ati",factory :;ledge wax 
ior all occa::.iuns. 

For more hulky load1' thaI! cfoId (1 be ha!l<l\ed b~' the toboggan there was 
a s ledge-a luminium frame with wood slat deck and 1I"0odr-n runners, On 
account of the narrower runners. this ,:Iedge did not gil"e so 1l1l1ch trouble on 
"ide :olopes. though s ti ll not M\ti~iactory. :\fter a little practiee I was able to 
br ing in quite heal'Y load,: of fi rewood clownhill. probably at least 4 cwl. per 
load. from the tn:es some di:.tallce abOve the hut. 

One lillIe dO!Zle:.tic matter which g;\\e .~U1lle trouble was th e keeping of 
fresh meat. r storecl it in the entrance porch of the hut and found that it 
wou ld ha1'dll' keep fur the we<'k and was U'; \lal1 \, (\i:;t in cth' "ta ~ t\" " bv Frill,lY 
night. Of cou rse, the quantity of foud COnStlll'H:d lI"as col us sa l :1.n<l ' ] cannot 
imagillt' any better \\"a~ of becom ing absolutely ph~'sicall~- fit than tn take a 
field job ill the SilO\\". ] noticed un my r~tl1 "n to town. hOI\·c,'e r. that Ill" 
~cK muscle.£; ~("cam.e \"cr~' ". ti ff ;lIld sor~ it!; I had to walk o n h:nd palements 
Instead of dOing VIrtually all my 1lI0'·1l1.!! ahout on ski. 


