JFROM OMEO TO MOUNT KOSCIUSKO AND BACK by Mitta Brumley.
)

Friday 22nd Dec.
19056.

Saturday Dec, 23.
1905

(LARRY M
Have just obtained fathers consent to go to Mount

Kosciusko with Bindi people, Stoakley and Larry. I am
looking forward to a glorious time. We are teking with us
two tents, each s blanke} and overcoat, and no other
except what we stand in. We are =211 riding astride so
there will be no horses with sore backs., In the way cf
eatables we are taking 15 large loaves of bread, 1 han,

& german sausages, a loin of mutton, & 1lb tins of jam,

5 1bs butter, 2 fowls ready for :ating, a Xmas cake and
pudding, 1 1b tea, 2 1lb sugar, a little salt, a couple of
boxes of figs. Cullery, 2 knives, 1 spoon, 3 tin plates a
each of us will carry our own mug on our saddle, snd a bil
(1 nearly forgot it) the most important thimg for those wh
tzke te=.

Larry and 1 left about eleven s¢ that we could get his
pony shod at Benambra. The Blacksmith dddnot take as long
as ususl s0 we got to Umeo Statlon long beiore the others,
where we were all to meet. The rest of the party came
along sbout 4p.m,., 2ll riding, except Stoakley, who was
driving with all the lug;ape. wWe pulled up here to have ¢
snd then go on in the cocol of the evening having 8 more
miles tc ride before pitching camp for the might. Starited
agein sbout Op.me Having a bit of climbing to do we could
not makkE much pace, but réached.what is called the upper
swamps where we could getra good psddoeck for our horses.
About % past 8, having paét ilount Leinster a miie or so
back on our right, and KeFsrlane's lookout on cur left. 11
tents were pitched on 2 nlce piece oi lavel gpound a short
distance from the pretty little llevango Creek which rises i
Mount Leinster, and only has a short course tc the torass.
While the boys were hobblirg tihie horses znd securing them
for the night, we girls urpacked the buvpy, lit the Tire ar
pitched cur tents, never thought it was s0 hevd Lo cut peps
with a blunt axe and nothing but 2 cendle wavering in the
night air to light the surroundings. It now being about
9, 30pm. we got supper while the boys pitched thelr temts.
They pitehed it on the bupgy pole, putting the opening at
the wrong end, snd had to crawl the whele length of th
buggy te et in. Tone of us slept well, rnot havin: ridden
for ernncith to e tired and we were not ueed to s¢ mruct



aday Dec <4.
5.

the full assursnce that we could get Lo Grogin that evening
ard that Dirmst Creek was only 2 or 4 miles further on. OQOur
late friends mu$t have thought us a lot of softies.

From Hope Creek we started on an upgrade with & clesr blazed
track. &0 far themehas been no pretty scenery worth mention
ing, and we had been expecting it and felt a bit disappeinie
RBetween Millar and Hope (Creeks we could get glimpses of
Mount Murphy in the distande, where the Wolfram country lies
It was to this spoet a few wonths ago that a2 small rush from
Omeo was made, but nothing seems to have come of it. The
country was so rough#, making it so hard to get the stone
away to a civilized part of the country. Some of the neng
at the present day are seeking for gold 2:d hope to open it
up a5 & Gold fleld in the near future. As we clinmbed Mount
lope we could see thipk swoke in front of us, but did noct
dream that 1% was very near, but a little further on we had
to plunge through sbout two hurdred ysrds oB burning grass
and timber as it swept scross the trask, we then had it
burning on either side for some time. 1t was hot. After
reaching the summit of lLiount Hope we gradually dropped again
into Dirmet Creek, only to ride aghdn higher than before, an
then again snother big fall onto the compesratively low
country around abcut Gregin. Grogin being as low as the
Omeo plsins althought only being sixteen mbles from the top
of Kosctusko. Another hour and we were at the ilurrgy River
rather, &s that part is called, "The INDI". ¥e crossed over
as we could see-a good peddock fér the horses on the other
side snd we were in N.S.W. 1 faér the first timein my life.
It was Jjust 7.30pm. when we reached the river and we had
done forty mile in 117 hours counting the 17 houms we rested
for dinner. We pitched our tents on a little where the old
Crogin homestead used to stand, only £§a2 few old trees mark
the spot now. While some of us were doing the tentis the res
were washing down the horses backs {although none of them we:
in may way score) and hobblipg snd letting them go to grass.
Then when all our camp arranged and our tea laid out, we wen
tc the river tc freshen ourselves up, and it was just deligh-
~ful after all the dust and heat of the dsy. We had tea$
somewhere about 10pm. and had s good laugh st our Grogin
Creek fiiends who thought we could never do Grogin in the @8
day.



Sundgy Dec 24,
1905,

We reose at 4am. a glorious mogjng, g pity onedoes not get

up mofe of'ten to see and feel the glory of it, Soon got
breakfast and we were ready to start before seven, but
walted until 8 to see if Mr. Pitt would come. Hedid net so
we went on still taking the buggye. We simply crawled along
for about 10 miles, hoping ¥r. Pitt would eome along, but he
made no appearance ahd we were all feeling very bitter
ageinst him for meking us lose 80 much time, but mest fort-
unately for us the delay just saw us into the &rms, =0 to
speak, ol three friends who treated and helped us most
generously. We were Jjust onn the bsrk of ¥Willar Creek when
we met them ,and they advised us not to take the buggy and
further, tut tc get s1l the things onto the psasck horses and
they would lend a hand. 4hich meant that they would do it
all For us, we discovered. We had two pack horses, ong¢ for
the tents and blankets and cther for the provisions., The
terts and blankefs had only to be strepped on to the horses
without a saddle. That was soon done, but when they came

to the other doad they shook their heads at our psck-saddie
and told us our bread would all be crusbs if we used it and
that we would never kepp our things cn. We do not know
whether our faces expressed our feelings, but they straight
way said they would lend us their pack-saddle s=nd they would
take ours as they only had a short distsnce to go. How relie-
vied we all felt as we saw our pack slowly but evenly being
balanced on ihe back of 1he horse snd knew that it would not
pove until it was taken off, so well was it packed. Uhile
the men were finishi. g ihe packs, we girls 1lit g fire znd
boiled the billy and had lunch resdy by the time they were
finished, but we were very doleful re they said we could not
possibly reach Gregan, the pkace we had made up our minds to
camp at that night. 5Sut thet saidiit woulid be just & nice
ride for us to go fap ss winnat Creek. They Did not think
that we could possibly manage .to golany farther. And when

a 1ittle later thay were bidding us good-bye they wished us
every success, but we were sure they thought we would never
come back safe and soudd. Finding the track geod and fairly
level we mace the pace for sbout 5 mikes wirding in and out
of gullies and crossing many smell creeks, snd then we ssw

a lovely little fleat of very green pgrass, and st the far end
we saw a little hut, =2nd we guessed we mast be st Bucanbar.
Bucanbar it was, for we met g%e owner of the hut, and as he
told us the track for the next mile or s¢ was not very clear,
and offered to show us thet way, we were onlj too glad to
accept his excort. He left at the foot of Mount Hope on the
lovely little clear stream called after the Hount, and with



Christmas day. We decided that we should rest the horses all Chirlistmas day
Dec, 25th. . and ourselves, so we did not move, from our beds until

1908, 8:1bam. heving slep¥very much better than we did the first
night, although our tents were right over an ant track and
they started to walk backwards and forwsrds omer usi from
the time it was day break, but as long as we did not try

to shoo them offfthey would not bite. We had = dip in the
river, then our breakfast; after that meal, we took off

our boots and stockings =2nd went up to cur knees in the
river and washed our stockings and hangerchief's snd our
towels, and themf hung them on the bushes tc dry. Loafed
along the riverbank for the rest of the mog}ng watching the
boys fish. They did not succead in catchiug anything, but
saw two bream and hundreds cof tiny fish and 1 saw a small
c¢rab. Christmas Dinner. The mest enjoyable dinner wk had
had, for we didnot know how long, and we camg¢ to the
conclusion that why it was so0, was bacaucse we didnot Gother
cur heads about the cooking; only had to sit down and eat it.
i1st. course-f'owl and ham. 2nd, course-Christmas pudding with
alldthe different lucky priges in it. Stoakley gotthe ring.
Mrs. Jones the thimble, laura a threepence, lab, Larry and
Clars the same. Nell and 1 didnot get anything. Desert-
figs; and the glorious part of it »11 was that there were no
dishes to wash when we had finished. Another losf for us
Eirls as the bows want to find the man who is to be our guide
for the Mount tomorrow. He at what is known as '"Whiteheads"
cutg station hut. He (the¢men 1 mean) came back to tesg with
boys and told us a great desl about the place and that he
would be able to tell us the names of hills and places going
up te the Mount on the morrow, as he lived at Grogin for

22 years, and knowg every ineh of the country. He told us
it would take the whoge day to dofthe Mount so we décéded

te start at Gam. the next morningi When he was leaving he
hoped we chilldren would be ahle to" stand the ride. He
‘evidently thought because we had our hair in pig-tails and
wore mushriéom hats that we were mere children. Had quitw

a Jolly evening. Made 3Stoakley smoke to keep some of the
insects off, and the rest of us talked and sang. We rose

Boxing Daye. at 4.30am, and got away by Gam. We left ocur camp just azsit
Dec. 26th. was, only taking enough food for one meal with usy Qur
16086, guide (Mr. Reily) met us before we left camp. We started

off in quite the opposite dfrection to the Mount, but our
guide knew what he was sbout, for after we had done some
climbing we tmrned againg end found we were on s high ridge
known as Lesthesvalue ridge, having been named after one
of the first men to settled there.



Goinl steadly to the north =25 we were then, we could see
Mount Pilot or Rorest Hills where the Murray River rises.
The Cobra's, The Three Knobs, and the entrance of the valley
between the two last# named that the Menaro track is blazed
through on our right hand, asnd to ocur left we could see the
Murray River or the "Indi" ad it is called at it's hesd,
Grogin and Mount Wallace. Now back to our immedimte
surroundings. We were on what isas "Little Mick! a

very steep hill llke the side of$ a house which we had to

go down, at the foot of it ran a little sparkling stramm
which is known as Leathervalue Creek, and another hill going
straight up on the other &ide. It could be ridden down for
our guide did so, but we preferred to walk or slide, 1
should say as it was Jjust a case of striking in your heels
and going, with your horse coming after in the same way.
This was the only bad bit of the whole journey. After cross-
ing Leesthervalue Creek, we stmrted to clinb, ndthing very
steep, but glways on the grade, passing over many nemeless
ranges but nevertheless lovely =as spring had just cast

her glorious manitle over them. "Such flowers', Bill Boittons
as big as half crowns, orchids, vioclets, and many more kinds
t0 numerous to mention. But as we moved along the track

we gradually left spring behing and Jjumped back to Winter for
on the "little Bogongs" only sncow grass snd stunted trees
and many rocks could be seen. We were still five mlles from
the top of Mount Kosciusko, hut we first camght s glbmps

off "Feathertop" and the "Bogongs" looking most maljestic with
thelr snow caps towering far wway above the other hills.

As we proceeded the irees gradusll} grew more and meore
stunted until they were mere bushes and then they dissappear-
ed all together leaving nothing but qhow grass and some
lovely i&%% large white daisies that;seemed to relish the
cold and very damp soil, as they grewxall the way to the
tdp. Om and on we went expecting we knew not what would
come next, as we were crossing and recrossing large patches
of snow by this time and still going up, but to out surprise
when we came over & rise and saw a lake right &n the dide

of the mountsin rolling and looking like the ocezn.

Oh, how can 1 describe is and do it Justice,!! can mgpou
imagine a lake about three amcres large,set right into the
side of a mountaing, then imagf%e 300 feet upright wall of
glittering snow which natures had been sculptoring and
moulding to her perfect taste, then back to the lake agein
where you see it first framing white where the waves break
on the shore, then all the grandest shades of blue first,
then green, then the two mixed together and the middle =&



.. dark bold green.with & blue-sheen, and-ihe whole e —— - —

marvellous gloriocus sight skeve. of moving water. . From. .

the north end of the lake we were only guarter of a mile.

from the mountain top, it being gquite c¢hilly although the

sun was shinging. We rode right to the top not having to
welk st all, elthough we had started out quite prepared to
have to do ®@,so. The Observatory, a little hut with a look—
out surrounded cn three sides with walls of stones was the
chly sight of habitation with the emception of the carin s
few yards away on which we all carved our inttials and the
date of our visit, we also carved our names in full 6n the
side of the hut. By the time we. had our dinner which we were
very ready for. We boiled snow down to maske the tea and cur
fire was an o0ld piece of case the last bit of loose wood
anywhere to be found. We had dinner, ham snd sandwiches,
bread butter and fjam, the rest of the Christmes pudding

(1 got thréepence out of it) and for desert, figs. We did
have appetites. Nothing like a very shasrp cold wind for it.
The view from here was just mesgnificent being able to see

for miies in all directions. Looking toward the socath in

the Tar distance could be seen Feathertop standing out wéll
its snow white cap and all the country that we had a few days
previously journeled mcross. Looking west could be seen

the valley of the Indi River with tiers and tiers of mountains
rising away in the backgrougnd., Locking to the north and ihe
norhh ®ast we cculd see the hill where the snowy kiver rises
~rid 1ts valley heading away towards the "Indi'" and the east
could belseen the districts of Cooms, Delegate and the
surrounding country form miles snd miles. Put the most
hotable was (a little more tc the scuth east) Mount Filot,
the Cobra Ranges and the Knchs through Whiph tiie road to
¥onarc runs. We came down the same way as.we went up but
loitered on the lower mountains to pick wild flowers of which
there was a lovely veriety. We resched camp at 6.30pm.

and hot waather, how we did wish for some of the snow we

had left behdmd. Sat round a:d talked for sll hours thet

lay S87theight.2 FRoge at 4.am. boiled thd billy and pulled down the

305,

tents while the boys got the horses. HA4 our last meal in
NaB.W. for that trip. Loaded our horses and left Grogin,
N.S.We at 7ame Had a little excltqunt when we had gone
gbout & mile, by one of the packs Ffalling boose znd some of
the stuff came Pight away, the rest fell underneathe and the
horse kicked until he got it =211 offs Oh, to have seen our
billy, we thought it would never hold water egein. Than tle
horses took to his heels and went, but we mansged after a
bit of galloping to head him off snd catch him. Then we all
went back to pick up the fragments and get loaded again, and



Thursday <8th.
Dec. 19005,

Copy obtained from John Whitehead, Presid
----  Acopy was given to the Society by Atan and

e .—-this_time we really gotaway with no more accidentd, not_

_stopping again until we reached Hope Creek. Havini covered
about® 19 miles all on the uphill grade. We rested for
two hours 1h¢re,.takiné thé saddies off fhé horseé_éﬁd'
letting them have » roll while we had our dinner, and the
mosquitoes had their dinner off méy— us, and they were '
large onss too. OurfelBt halt was to pick up &Ur bugpy
“which we did about 4.30pt. e a2lso walted to have after- -
noon tes. IFrom there we we had 18 miles to go before -

reaching our camp for the nighi, so there was not much

- time -to .loocsewe s we had--tc do the first.ten miles

fairly slowly on. account of the bugey, and when sbout 3
miles from camp we lost a horse. One of the girls was =
in the trap anc her horse wzs just running along. By some
chance it thoxk a side track =nd we did not nctice it urntil
we had ridden some distande pésf; weithén ﬁeﬁtrback but

‘could find 1o trace of him on the rosd or in the bush
anywhere, and at last had tc give the search up, with the

“hope that the horse would turn up at the camp alright.

“The delay mede us very late being 9.30pms about before we
resched our camping ground. Again we -girls pitched the - -
tents and tot the teas, and. thern it was padt midnight
before we got to bed and still the horse was missing. .

We did not have a very long nipght as we were up agein at
4,00am., as Stoakley hsd to be in at the Bank at 10.am,
and we 8till had sbout &3 miles to do. _ i _

Before starting we all had to look for the issing horse,
and fouhd him wiﬁh the.ééddié as“wéll aéhcauia.bé jusﬁ .
within call of where we camped. e all rode together

for about 10miles then we separsted. Stoakley going to
Omeo, Margetts to "Bindi", and Laﬁry and 1 home.

=Distence 174 miles. Distance we 4id in 2 day miles
~ Mrst dsy Omeo to Leinster : 31
Second dey Leinster 1o Grogan 40

Third day, did nothing
Tourth day Grogan to top cf KosctusckC 52

& back-
FTifth dayv Grogan to Omeco Station 48
5ixth day Omeo Station to Umeo 23
— - —— —_ - —_— ‘ _ . ——

4
ent Upper Murray Valley Historical Society.
Margaret Brumley, Cavendish, Victoria

Alan Brumiey was phoned 21 July 2009, N

He was happy for me to pass on this doc,
Lily Brumley 1886-
nickname was Mi
on this trip.

Graham Scully, KHA Huts and heritage subcommittee

‘I

and publish if the Brumleys were acknowled

‘ . ged.

19:0 was born at Hinnomunjie station which her parents bought in 1885. Her

tta due to her love of playing beside the Mitta Mitta river. A camera was not taken 0

23 July 2009
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