MOUNT KOSCIMUSKO OB-
.. SBRVATORY.

. Mr. Arthar Mawson, of Cooma, the |
contractor for the building of the ob-
servatory hut on Mount Kosciusko,
arrived with his men at the summit
Inte on Sunday evening last, guided by
Jnmes Spencer,under wost unfavorable
weather conditions. . .

As it was tov dark and bLlustery to
pitch their camp that night, we—that
i8, six of us—had to make such shift
as we could in the Arctic tent, which,
never colosaal, since the advent of
Blastus has shrunk in dimensions to
about 12ft squate, €0 it can be ensily
understood that with the wedley of
sleeping Lags, provision bags, etc., as
bedmates, the conditions were not the
most favorable to obtain a good night’s
rest.
~ Un the morrow, at daybreak, which
is of bardwond, wus started, and by
diut of hard Inbor one of the rooms
was cullicienly completed to aflord
shelter that night in lieu of the wmelee
of the former cvening.

On Tuesday the country for niiles
around was covered with a light cont-
ing of snow_ nhout Gin, having fallen
during the night, while later a depse
fogz enveloped the mountain, wnd diud
not lift for the remninder of the day,
which was intensely cold, the maxi-
mum temperature heing under 30dey.
1., and the winimon 24.3deg F.

This was heightened by a swrong
nor’.westerly wind, a pecaliarity of
wountain climate being that great cold
is accompanied by high winds the re-
verse to conditivis prevailing at low
levels, which made the rooling of the
hut with galvanised iron a difticult
tnsk, two men haviog (o sit on the
sheets whilst four screwed them down ;
frequent visits to the fire in order to
thaw oneself being necessitated by the
cold, Thatv night the lowest temyper-
ature registered on the micuntain was
experienced, the thermometer po the
ground falling as low as lldeg ¥, or
21deg of frost and everything .av all
exposed was covered with the ‘most
Leautiful icicles, principally on the
windward side, .

On the following day, Wednesday,
matters were very little improved ;
indeed, they were, perhaps, under the
circumstances, even worse, as the
stonework for the chimney had to he
built, and the temperature being con-
siderably below freezing, the moctar,
with which to bind the rocks together
froze into a salid mass, and had to be
melted when required, from time to
time. This shows the wisdom of
abandoning the idea of a stone strue-
ture su Iate in the season, and althovgh
the one as at present built will not
perhaps bLe so solid, with the huge
rocks piled up against ite sides, to say
nothing of & coating of snow geveral
feet thick, it is suflicient to stand nny
blizzard, even Kosciusko cues, which,
I can personally vouch for, are hard to
beat.—April 22.
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ONS ror WINTER,
Tre otservers’ hut at Kosciusko is
ot present cccupied by Messr:,
| Ingleby and Jansen, who intend
gsing the winter in the quarters
| recently erected.  Every prepara-
tion is being made for the winter
| socampment. A great quantity of
rovisions has been placed in the

! . .
| liubting, and heating puiposes.

nhot, inciuding tins of kerosene,
which will be used for cooking,

* There is orly a small quantity of

grewood, so far, and if any further
gupplies are required it will depend
ufon the condition of the snow.
About two feet of enow has fallen
within the past few duys, the
~ thicknesa being now 7lt around the

~ gaommit, It is also snowing at the

top of the hill at Jindabyn~,

The cold westher approaching
will cause an extensive use of kero-
gene, there being about twenty
drumws stacked realy for use. The
occupants are practically snowed in
pow, but the snow is soft, and they
will not be able to travcl on snow
shoes until it freezes, Ifthe weather
keeps broken, it will be some
time before trips can be takem on
the shoes The cccopants of the
hot have two pairs of shoes with
them, two pairs at Fiiday Flat, aud
additional pairs ot Jindabyne,
which is alout 25 wmiles (rom the
observatory. ~ Any toutists wishiong
to visit the hut can go to Friday
Flst, leave their horses there, and
make the mountain in one day,
retuining to eamp in the rame day.

The occupants of the observa-
tory teont are wearing leather
pants, warn woolleu clothiry, and
Tasmania fur caps. They are sup-
plied with plenty of provisions,
about two tons in all. There is
also a quantity of “medical com-
forts,” besides the osual s'dek of
“wedicines proper.” . ...

It is reported that Messrs, Kerry
and party, of Sydney, will shortly
proceed to Kiandrs, thence to the
Bogongs, and on to Kcaciusko.
The Manager of the mines
in the Bogongs, (Mr. McAlister),
reckons the party caonot reach by
that route, and that they will re-
quire to go to Jindabyne. Mr.
James Spencer, who scts as guide,
of Jindabyne, has guaranteed to
take partios out i& good time to
the summit of Koseiusko, if they
wiil only communicate with him by
wire, which will give him an op-
pcriunity of advising them as to
the best time to start, :

Besides the occapants of the hut,
there is Mr. Ingleby’s dog, +Zorrie,”
and @ cat, which will epend the
winter amidst the desolate sur-
roundings.

e ]




MR ‘}VELGGE'S GREAT WORK.

(By Bowaro WRyares, r tap
“ Lesoxs Hovr.””)

‘{Continued from back poge of this
. shest.)

# The gresinst {or exirsme) of
tha barometer at the wp of Ben Navix
js ahout three juches. The highest
weading that has been chtaina.i since
the opaning of she Observatory is
26'113 inches, st noon on Uctober B,
1854 ; aml the lowest is 23-174 inches,
23 7 p.ww. on Junosry 26, 1884, This

sxtromely low baromster oecarred in a | Kosei

period of storms, Duriug thew, the
wercury touched s lower peiut in
Seotland than had ever been known
before. At Eluborgh it tambled
down an inch un a half in thirtesn
hovrs, and got 3o low s 27466 inches -
as Fos William it was 27400 inches,
snd a8 Ochertyre 27-338 inches
Afterwards iv ross again with slmost
oqusl rapidity. The cccarrence of «
wory low barometer does not neces
sarily provoks a storm  What is
wanted w piuduce curreata of air i
e varistion from the noraal in at-
mospheric pressars or tearperatars, and
# b foand thay » rery moderare vari-
atioa frow the uwimal differenca of
urs between the two Observatories

« sare indication of atmospleric
disturbancea.  Whas is considers] the
nural pressure is the mean difterence
tetween the barometers st tha two

Observatories.  Down below, at Fort
William, the mean far the year is
298 ches 1 aad at the 1wp it is

£ 290 juches —the Jiferruce of the
L e being 4-563.inch

vamn brer oo, Gl (Laergn
wnd e the kings of samide clmer
[ vauang wea very disagreeabls,

. The worat winds are in winter, and
it i3 eatimated chat they sometimas
travel ovar at the rase of 120 miles par

LN
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The Mount Kossiusko
: Observatory.

(By the TrLzsnaPE's Spasisl
Reporter.)

JINDABYNE, Monday. —We are
now {ngtalled st the bop of Mount
wzinako, We apent the whole of
Fridey at the spot we called “Wragge's
Camp.” The heavy, driving mist
hardly lifted during the whole of the
twonty-four boors, and it was im-
pastible tu g> any distauce from our
CAmping gronnd witheat danger of
beiog lost. On the following moraing
we gov up betiues, struck camp, and
stacted off for Mouns Kewsisho ex
wily a¢ 8 am. Daring the warly
hours we suw gome beastiful effects of
clouds. We were then shove theso
Tovel delighta, and porforce looked
down opoa them in the vallegs. As
far a9 the eye could resch was one sen
of hillowy clunds, the sarface sightly
rippisd, while from oot this bl
bedd rove the peaks of distant hills, for
all the world like Hitlo wlands iz She
sex. The effecs of theae »
would b that whilst we wers in &
beausifally cloar stmonphare Ahove the
lavel f she cloads, she good peopls io
Jindabyne, for instance, waald be
luokiug ug ut a heavily overcast sky.
m&m we began o get glimpees of

Tha variations in tamperatare from
e afemmal ara greatr than  those
whish wocur in atwospheric prasure.
The wamn &uoual Lempernture at Fory
Willms is aboot 167 P.

Wt i thae top of the

slout 1* F, for crery 2
et Sometimes, however,
enes in temparature et meen the two
lwations is sx much as 7, il thare
are ocensions when toiaperature, 80 to
wpenk, is tarned topsy curvey, and it is
eanmer at the top than it b 1% the
cava vectrred in
av 8 n.m, when at

w irwgeratare was 107
hy peint, while at the top
s was 3 abmve freezing point.

The oxtremes of \smperaiare which
hnva been recarderl as the top of the
5 are naz at all sengational. L

7, and the luwest 3°5 on March &
The humidisy of the atmonpisero st

L W of the Bon b ome of-sts chae
b corintic features. 15 will have bvan
bosed that in she siuily reports
s are isswed in the nesspipers
ra are eolumn devoted to clouds,
natues  and  smount.  The
wnt in reckoned from ene to ten.
» is the meximum, and the s
a occars «ay afwer day, A great
A of the cluud whizh Twngs abuat
summit b5 of \he species cafled

~ealch wink” The stmesphs
by smtmraied wiil ma

b b mocrms)
wary, Al we W

sy of the observers during the
«-mms part of the yeat. Tha annval
sl on the snp of the mountain
avated from the inonthly meeans of
weies of years) iz fuard fo be uearly
» iaches, which is 1he grestes
nt that has been observed at any
arolagical station in Scotland, and
tae whole of thre Britiah Talamdx hns

ses bave beer koown 19 fall ine
o day (December 12, 1883), scd
» then tweuty-ve inches in s

th
Tis heary cainfalla am loss tronble-
to cope shan tha Sootch
which is of an insinaating
An ambrella or a maekintosh
give some protection against rain,
they canoot excluds Hostch mist,
% goee round coruers, walks up-
i3, and pokes i nose, %0 to apesk,
ywhere. Thix condition of stoses-
ru produees diflieliivs with the
eters.
The effoct of this bomid atmosphere

wry enervating aud depremsing to
ne, snd the ohesrvers whe

cowpletaly brokon down long
1he buwklicy of the atmaephere
e top of the Ben is connacted with
exosmive crystallisation which
o place, and esaves an unlimited

t of tronblo. Doriug sunmar,
when temperatars is ebove the
iug-point, the wist soakn every-
and evary ox aca, we
» just sven, streama with moistare.
“Silver thaw" is » term whioh it sp-
to rain which freeses s it falls,
in mosh places silver thaw may be

ul, a8 it nrises

wversion of the oatural order of

¢ is oocurs, iv ia caused by
sture sowewhare abave being
than temsporature down below,
role being #hat temperatare di-
shes as we ascend. n ic hap
everything may become tempo-
7 cased in solid ice—walls, trees,

, »o well &3 the gronad. Lo
ion .or work of any sort oas uf
unde: thess circamstacces i ex-
ly dificalt. 1 well remember
T was s kid fesliog s moat im-
r joy on tlcse ocoasions mt wit-
ing the mrogglos of policemen o
on their lags, and sesing them

In London I heve culy
0 twn eases of silvor shaw in the
oF the lasy thirty yoars, Bach

cesst 1o be phepcmena!
they happea [ragusntly, wud
our Bag ey ars common, From
 to 1890 there wers 190 insbances

o (35w ST E, M,

1] ("3 * F., r.

g (thu s stlver

oa the top of m&“’"‘ nb;mi-
iy anplessant. ide objecta
: wovesed with several inghes of
hrough which

ubd be bst

he shimneys

ame  chidoed

i- | the way he passed Lh-TSi&-l\Ied 4

leck g foel their way aloog the [ pat

1} moautsin o amist with the drayload

drifis on ths wpinosd beights
in the distancs, and fianlly we Lawed
3 Kegeiasku from n puint shous Gre
miles from the sumnit. Tbr soow
dritie geadonlly  widenwd, uatil we
roc ey mretched ous o 500 or
600 yards. Me. Spencer, our guide.
taok us along & route which wa.
accessilla tn hormes even to the sunuuit,
Laden witl, tent poles and firewind,
we reached the suaunit at 145 p..
and maluted the enirn Oaprain Pea.
cosk was frst wp, fu woonge the
loose rocky we found & visivrs hok,
which cunsizts of an ol jam tin, inso
which toarists, surveyors, ard ouliers
depuiv thejr cardy, 16 appears that
wr ara tha first vivitors sinea Aaguet
Just, wo diees ®rre no alsolutely new
curds, Lut wa found those of Me.
Kerry and party, who made the first
rezorded winter ascent of Kasciusko
un the 17th Auguse Innh. Mr, Kerry,
who i also of onr party, has proved
lunivedio the explition.  On
rewlung the sammit yestseday, Mr.
Wragge and the rest of us drank 3r.
Korry's healtk, and he in bis turn
prog amd smovon 1o the expeditiom.
After lunch we st Lo work to erect
our tentd, Me, Wragzo was sat opon
pitching tents alongsidn the swire, and
absolneely on the samwis.  The only
drawback is the sxposed natars of the
place. [e eatches” avery wind and
every deop of rain.  In snamer, with
a stoue wall built round one's tons, it
might by possinle to live lero for
months, bet shie winter would be 1o
bde.  Tha b aa alui
. whila

e Mr; V ougpe  w
taken up hers already, he estumated
that the wind will g0 round to the
north-aast, and ilien norih, when a
vew Aotaretic disturbanco will be
sppraaching, jreceded prohably by an
increass in temperatuore on the moun-
taine, followed by s shift of wind to
the north-west and north.east, and
ultimately orvards the south wess,
with farthry rxin and bad  weather.
e ix king without reierwnos to
Ggares, be thinks this is the out-
look. Tb ia somowhat cheerful for ihe
members of the expedition, hardly out
of ooe disturbance before we get

anothar.

Suma delay will probably he camved
in the work of esatablishing the ab-
servatsry up hers.  The dray on which
we ylacked the scicntifis instraments
has brokon down halfway up: it
wooll bave bosn remarkulsio bad it
bean otherwise. It statted off from
Jindaliyno the sae afteroocon se we
dicl, comingon behind ux, and we hrard
nuthing more about iv until yesterday,
when Mr, Do Burghy Newib, from
Cnadelto, reached tha Ho wns a
day hobind 63 at Jindebyne, and rode
up the whole distnnos yesterday.

Un
rag,
with A shaft broken. driver hud
spent the whoic of Friday in the same
mpat, wailing fur tha mist to elear of!,
Oy Sacurday he amde another shos st
i; hlr:lku & shalt, and b-dh.; c:;)ud.
e left the bag; in ol ona
ufhimud?u?ufdbuin Finda
liyne for & vew shaft. Today a party
trom here is going down w0 lend a
liand, «nd carry up some of tha mare
valaable instraments on borscbaok.
Mr. Weagge does nob think himself
justiied in riggiog up \ha_ staudard
jrstruments siroady landed on the
summid pavil the soreens which are
w protect them from the wind arrive.
Me. Wraggy dragged us out of omr
warm booke at 4 o'clock on Sunday
morning te see the sun rise.  We de-
murred for & whils, Lus his enthusiesm
wss w infeotious that we turned out

bered,

The sight was s to remen
The goldea orb, spparently aggshaps,
by biva rome over the of s

porfeot ma of clond, with piausoles
 hoblieg ap in the middle distasce, and
as far as the eye could reach. We
conld nlllyl-ﬁm}]u off, and the
colpe, superh. Just at cer feer
wad s':-ep faos of snow droppiog
dowa vome 400fe.

spot.
wagles deink. This lake is the bighess
patsh of water in tha colooy,
Tha party is juss starting déwa the

of iostraments. How er whan i¢ will]

Bad io some placss hardly afords a,

foothotd for goats, sad ib is caly the]
Manaro bunoru- that eould live;
throags ivall. Tt seems probable thak
this week will s pretsy well rua be-

fore we got fairly Gxed vp.
. sm—rerTrsesemT:
New Pusuc SoE0oL—It has
tesn notified for gepers! inforros.;
tiou, in the Gazette, that it is prox
1o eétablish & public »Eoi

st Bolairo, near Adamioaby. *
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